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Im absolutely delighted youve found your way here, because Nigerian culture is one of those magnificent topics that deserves far more than a superficial glance. After years of writing about African cultures and months of deep research into Nigerias cultural tapestry, I can tell you that what is Nigerian culture known for extends far beyond the
stereotypes you might encounter in mainstream media. This article represents the culmination of extensive research, countless conversations with Nigerians from all 36 states, and a genuine passion for understanding what makes this West African nation so utterly captivating.Nigeria stands as Africas most populous nation, and its cultural influence
ripples across the entire continent and beyond. From the infectious rhythms of Afrobeats that dominate global charts to the intricate beauty of traditional textile work, Nigerian culture commands attention and respect on the world stage.But heres what really fascinates me: Nigerian culture isnt a monolithic entity. Its rather like a vibrant marketplace
where over 250 ethnic groups each bring their unique flavours, languages, and traditions to create something extraordinarily rich and complex.The Distinctive Character of Nigerian CultureWhat is special about Nigerian culture? Let me paint you a picture that goes beyond the tourism brochures.Nigerian culture operates on multiple levels
simultaneously. Theres the pan-Nigerian identity that unites people around shared experiences (like the collective groaning over fuel prices or the national obsession with football), and then there are the deeply rooted ethnic identities that connect people to ancestral traditions spanning centuries.The National Council for Arts and Culture works
tirelessly to preserve and promote this cultural heritage, recognising that Nigerias diversity is its greatest strength. What strikes me most is how Nigerians navigate these multiple identities with remarkable fluidity. A Lagos businessman might wear a perfectly tailored Western suit during the week, then don elaborate traditional Aghada robes for
weekend festivities without any sense of contradiction.Food culture alone tells you volumes about Nigerian specialness. Have you ever experienced the communal joy of gathering around a steaming pot of Jollof rice at a family celebration? The debates about whose state makes the best Jollof could fuel academic conferences! (And trust me, Ive
witnessed some heated discussions that nearly came to blows over this sacred topic.)Nigerian hospitality is legendary. Theres an unwritten rule that no guest leaves your home hungry, and its perfectly normal for neighbours to share meals across compound walls. This sense of community and interconnectedness permeates everything.The oral
tradition remains incredibly strong too. Storytelling isnt just entertainment in Nigeria; its how wisdom passes between generations, how history stays alive, and how moral lessons embed themselves in young minds. Elders command respect not just for their age but for the knowledge they carry.Global Recognition and Nigerian ExcellenceWhat are
Nigerians most known for on the international stage? The answer might surprise you with its breadth.Entertainment and Creative ArtsNollywood has quietly become the worlds second-largest film industry by volume, producing over 2,500 films annually. Thats not a typo! The cinematic revolution that began in the 1990s tells African stories from
African perspectives, and the industry generates billions of Naira whilst employing millions. When I first discovered Nollywood films years ago, I was struck by their raw energy and authentic storytelling, even when production budgets were modest.Afrobeats has conquered global music charts. Artists like Burna Boy, Wizkid, and Davido sell out
stadiums worldwide. The genres infectious rhythms blend traditional Nigerian sounds with contemporary production, creating something entirely fresh yet deeply rooted.Nigerian literature boasts international heavyweights. Chinua Achebes Things Fall Apart remains one of the most translated and read African novels globally. Contemporary writers
like Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie have won prestigious international awards and shaped global conversations about identity, feminism, and African narratives.Entrepreneurship and InnovationNigerians possess an entrepreneurial spirit that borders on legendary. The informal economy thrives through sheer ingenuity and determination. From the tech
startups in Lagoss Yaba district (nicknamed Yaba-con Valley) to market traders whove built empires from single stalls, the hustle mentality runs deep.The tech scene deserves special mention. Nigerian fintech companies are revolutionising how Africans handle money, with innovations spreading across the continent. The Federal Ministry of
Information and Culture has increasingly recognised the tech sectors contribution to Nigerias cultural and economic landscape.Academic AchievementNigerian academics excel globally. Youll find Nigerian professors, doctors, and researchers at top institutions worldwide. The emphasis on education runs deep in Nigerian families, where parents
often make tremendous sacrifices to ensure their children receive quality schooling.Sports ExcellenceFootball (never call it soccer in Nigeria!) generates immense passion. The Super Eagles have rabid supporters, and every four years during the World Cup, the entire nation effectively shuts down to watch matches. Nigerian athletes also excel in
athletics, with sprinters regularly competing at Olympic levels.Fashion and StyleNigerian fashion designers are making serious waves internationally. The bold patterns, rich colours, and masterful tailoring of traditional Nigerian clothing have influenced global fashion trends. Ankara prints have gone from local markets to international runways, with
fashion weeks in Lagos rivalling those in Paris or Milan for creativity and flair.The Five Fundamental Elements of Nigerian CultureWhat are the five elements of culture in Nigeria? Let me break this down in a way that makes practical sense, because understanding these pillars helps you grasp the entire cultural framework.1. Language and
CommunicationNigeria hosts over 500 languages, though English serves as the official language (a colonial hangover, admittedly). The three major languages are Hausa, Yoruba, and Igho, each spoken by tens of millions.But heres where it gets fascinating: Nigerian Pidgin English has evolved into a lingua franca that bridges ethnic divides. Its not
broken English as some dismissively claim, rather its a sophisticated creole language with its own grammar rules and expressive power. When you hear How far? (meaning How are you?) or No wahala (No problem), youre experiencing Pidgins beautiful efficiency.2. Religious Beliefs and PracticesReligion shapes daily life profoundly in Nigeria. The
country splits roughly between Christianity in the south and Islam in the north, with traditional African religions still practised (sometimes alongside the major faiths).Religious observance isnt casual here. Churches and mosques overflow during services. Religious festivals like Eid and Christmas bring entire communities together. The National
Orientation Agency promotes religious tolerance whilst acknowledging faiths central role in Nigerian identity.What interests me particularly is how traditional beliefs coexist with Christianity and Islam. Many Nigerians maintain cultural practices rooted in ancestral traditions whilst identifying as Christian or Muslim, creating a unique syncretic
approach to spirituality.3. Family Structure and Social OrganisationThe extended family forms the bedrock of Nigerian society. In traditional settings, you dont just have parents and siblings; you have a vast network of aunts, uncles, cousins, and distant relatives who all play active roles in your life.Respect for elders is non-negotiable. Children kneel
or prostrate when greeting older people (the specific gesture varies by ethnic group). Age brings authority and wisdom in Nigerian culture, and challenging an elder publicly is deeply frowned upon.Communal responsibility means that if one family member succeeds, theyre expected to support others. This can be both beautiful and burdensome. The
successful businessman who puts ten nephews through university exemplifies this principle in action.4. Traditional Arts and ExpressionNigerian traditional arts encompass incredible diversity. Each ethnic group has distinctive artistic traditions.Yoruba beadwork and bronze casting from Ile-Ife display technical mastery dating back centuries. Igho
masks and sculptures serve ceremonial purposes whilst showcasing remarkable artistry. Hausa leather work and embroidery demonstrate meticulous craftsmanship.Music and dance arent separate from daily life; theyre woven into ceremonies, celebrations, and even work. Every occasion has its appropriate rhythms, from birth celebrations to funeral
rites.5. Economic Systems and TradeTraditional Nigerian economic systems emphasised communal support and reciprocal relationships. Markets served as both commercial hubs and social centres where news spread and relationships formed.The modern economy blends traditional practices with contemporary capitalism. Youll find ancient
apprenticeship systems operating alongside modern corporate structures. The market women who dominate retail trade wield considerable economic and even political influence.Cultural Elements Comparison TableCultural ElementTraditional ExpressionModern AdaptationRegional VariationLanguage500+ indigenous languagesEnglish, Pidgin as
bridgesHausa (North), Yoruba (Southwest), Igho (Southeast)ReligionAncestral worship, traditional beliefsChristianity, Islam, syncretic practicesMuslim-dominant North, Christian-dominant SouthFamily StructureExtended families, communal livingNuclear families in cities, extended ties maintainedCollectivist across all regionsArtsOral traditions,
indigenous craftsNollywood, Afrobeats, contemporary artDistinct ethnic artistic stylesEconomyBarter, communal labourMixed formal/informal economyAgriculture (North), Commerce (South)This table illustrates how Nigerian culture simultaneously honours tradition whilst embracing modernity, creating dynamic tension that keeps the culture
vibrant and evolving.Why Cultural Understanding MattersWhat are five importances of culture? This question deserves serious attention because understanding cultures role helps us appreciate why preservation and celebration matter so deeply.Identity Formation and BelongingCulture provides the framework for understanding who you are. A
Nigerian child growing up learns their ethnic identity, their familys history, their responsibilities to community, and their place in the broader national narrative. This sense of belonging creates psychological security and pride.Ive watched Nigerian children in diaspora communities desperately trying to maintain connections to their heritage, learning
Yoruba or Igbo online, cooking traditional foods with their parents, attending cultural events. That yearning speaks to cultures power in anchoring identity.Social Cohesion and UnityDespite Nigerias diversity (which sometimes causes friction, lets be honest), shared cultural values bind people together. The respect for elders, the emphasis on
community, the celebration of achievement these common threads create unity amidst diversity.Cultural festivals bring people together across ethnic lines. When Lagos hosts celebrations that draw thousands or when traditional cuisine brings families together, Nigerians from all backgrounds participate and celebrate.Economic Development and
Opportunity Culture drives economics in profound ways. The creative industries generate billions of Naira and employ millions. The film industry alone has created a massive employment ecosystem beyond just actors and directors. Cultural tourism brings foreign currency. Traditional crafts support countless artisans and their families.Understanding
cultural preferences helps businesses succeed. Why do you think companies invest heavily in culturally relevant advertising during festive periods? Because cultural resonance sells.Preservation of Knowledge and WisdomTraditional Nigerian cultures contain accumulated wisdom about agriculture, medicine, conflict resolution, and sustainable living.
Much of this knowledge exists only in oral traditions, making its preservation crucial.Herbal medicines that sustained communities for generations are now being studied by pharmaceutical researchers. Traditional conflict resolution mechanisms offer alternatives to overwhelmed court systems. This indigenous knowledge deserves respect and
documentation.International Influence and Soft PowerNigerian culture shapes global perceptions of Africa and Africans. When Burna Boy wins a Grammy or Chimamandas books top bestseller lists, Nigerias international standing rises. This cultural soft power opens doors for diplomacy, trade, and collaboration.The global appetite for Nigerian culture
creates opportunities. Fashion designers find international markets. Film-makers attract foreign investment. Musicians tour worldwide. Culture becomes currency in the global marketplace.How to Engage with Nigerian Culture AuthenticallyWant to truly appreciate Nigerian culture rather than just observe from a distance? Heres your practical
guide, drawn from years of cultural immersion and countless learning experiences (including some embarrassing missteps along the way!).1. Start with FoodFind a Nigerian restaurant or, better yet, befriend a Nigerian wholl invite you for home-cooked meals. Food is culture on a plate. Try Jollof rice, Egusi soup, Suya, Pounded yam with different
soups. Ask about ingredients and preparation methods.Dont be surprised if portions are generous. Nigerian hospitality means feeding you until you cant move!2. Learn Basic GreetingsMaster simple phrases in major languages. Sannu (Hausa), Bawo ni (Yoruba), or Kedu (Igbo) for How are you? shows respect and opens doors. Nigerians light up when
foreigners attempt their languages, even imperfectly.3. Attend Cultural EventsLook for Nigerian cultural festivals, film screenings, or concerts in your area. Lagos hosts incredible events, but Nigerian communities worldwide organise celebrations. Independence Day (October 1st) celebrations offer excellent entry points.4. Respect Social
ProtocolsLearn the basics: greet elders properly, remove shoes when entering homes if requested, accept offers of food (or explain politely why you cant), dont point with one finger, use your right hand for giving and receiving.These arent arbitrary rules; theyre expressions of respect built over generations.5. Engage with Nigerian MediaWatch
Nollywood films (platforms like Netflix now carry them). Listen to Afrobeats playlists. Read Nigerian authors. Follow Nigerian news sources. This immersion builds understanding that superficial encounters cant provide.6. Ask Questions with Genuine CuriosityNigerians generally enjoy sharing their culture with interested people. Ask about traditions,
festivals, family structures, beliefs. Just approach with humility rather than judgment.Ive learned more from casual conversations with Nigerian friends than from any textbook, because they shared personal stories that brought cultural concepts to life.Understanding Nigerian Culture: A Comprehensive OverviewSo, what is Nigerian culture known for
when we bring all these threads together? Let me answer this directly and comprehensively.Nigerian culture is fundamentally known for its remarkable diversity unified under a single national identity, its vibrant creative expressions that dominate African entertainment, its entrepreneurial spirit that drives innovation despite challenges, its deep-
rooted respect for community and family, and its growing global influence across multiple sectors including music, film, literature, fashion, and technology. The culture embodies a unique fusion of over 250 ethnic traditions, creating a dynamic society where ancient customs coexist with modern ambitions, where traditional values shape contemporary
innovations, and where Nigerians maintain fierce pride in their heritage whilst actively shaping global culture. Key entities closely associated with Nigerian culture include Nollywood (Africas prolific film industry), Afrobeats (the globally influential music genre), Jollof rice (the beloved national dish that sparks friendly regional rivalries), traditional
attire like Agbada and Ankara prints, Nigerian Pidgin English (the unifying lingua franca), the Super Eagles (Nigerias passionate football following), and cultural icons like Chinua Achebe, Fela Kuti, and contemporary artists who carry the cultural torch forward.This cultural richness stems from Nigerias unique position as Africas most populous nation
and its history as a crossroads of trade, migration, and cultural exchange spanning centuries.Exploring Related Aspects of Nigerian CultureUnderstanding Nigerian culture becomes even richer when you explore how different cultural elements intersect and influence each other. If youre curious about how traditional practices manifest in
contemporary life, Id recommend exploring my previous article examining how marriage traditions reflect broader cultural values, where bride price negotiations and elaborate ceremonies demonstrate the communal nature of Nigerian society. Additionally, my piece on traditional Nigerian dress and fashion reveals how clothing choices communicate
identity, status, and cultural heritage across Nigerias diverse ethnic groups, showing how fashion serves as a visible expression of the cultural values weve discussed throughout this article.Wrapping Up: Celebrating Nigerian Cultural RichnessNigerian culture represents far more than colourful festivals and catchy music, though those elements
certainly add flavour! Its a living, breathing entity that shapes millions of lives daily whilst influencing global culture in ways both obvious and subtle.What strikes me most after years of studying and experiencing Nigerian culture is its resilience and adaptability. Nigeria has weathered colonialism, civil war, economic challenges, and political
turbulence, yet the culture remains vibrantly alive, constantly evolving whilst maintaining connections to ancestral traditions.The secret lies in this balance. Nigerians dont see tradition and modernity as opposing forces but as complementary elements. A young tech entrepreneur in Lagos can embrace cutting-edge innovation whilst deeply honouring
cultural obligations to family and community. A fashion designer can create contemporary pieces whilst drawing inspiration from centuries-old textile traditions.Nigerian culture teaches us valuable lessons about community, resilience, creativity, and pride. It demonstrates how diversity can strengthen rather than weaken a nation when people find
common ground whilst celebrating differences.As youve journeyed through this exploration of Nigerian culture, I hope youve gained appreciation for its complexity, depth, and global significance. Whether youre Nigerian yourself, connected to Nigeria through family or friendship, or simply culturally curious, understanding Nigerian culture enriches
your perspective on human creativity and social organisation.Key Takeaways:Nigerian culture blends over 250 ethnic traditions into a unified national identity that celebrates diversity whilst maintaining shared values around family, community, and respect for elders.The countrys creative industries (Nollywood, Afrobeats, literature, fashion) have
achieved global influence, demonstrating how Nigerian cultural expressions resonate far beyond Africas borders.Understanding Nigerias five cultural elements (language, religion, family structure, arts, and economic systems) provides essential context for appreciating how tradition and modernity coexist in contemporary Nigerian life.Frequently
Asked Questions About Nigerian CultureWhat is Nigerian culture known for?Nigerian culture is known for its extraordinary ethnic diversity, vibrant entertainment industries (particularly Nollywood and Afrobeats), warm hospitality, rich culinary traditions, and strong emphasis on family and community bonds. It represents a dynamic fusion of
traditional values and contemporary innovations that has gained significant global influence.What makes Nigerian culture unique compared to other African cultures?Nigerias cultural uniqueness stems from its position as Africas most populous nation with over 250 ethnic groups, creating unprecedented diversity within a single country. The culture
successfully balances multiple ethnic identities with a unified national identity, whilst producing globally influential entertainment and creative exports that other African nations havent matched at similar scale.How does religion influence Nigerian culture?Religion profoundly shapes Nigerian daily life, social interactions, moral frameworks, and
major life decisions, with Christianity and Islam coexisting alongside traditional African spiritual practices. Religious festivals mark the calendar, houses of worship serve as community centres, and many Nigerians seamlessly blend faith-based beliefs with cultural traditions inherited from ancestors.Why is family so important in Nigerian culture?The
extended family system provides economic support, emotional security, childcare, elder care, and social networking opportunities that government systems often dont adequately provide in Nigeria. Family obligation extends beyond immediate relatives to include distant cousins, in-laws, and even community members, creating safety nets that help
individuals navigate economic uncertainties.What are the three major ethnic groups in Nigeria?The Hausa-Fulani (predominantly in Northern Nigeria), Yoruba (in Southwestern Nigeria), and Igbo (in Southeastern Nigeria) constitute the three largest ethnic groups, collectively representing roughly 60% of Nigerias population. Each group maintains
distinct languages, traditional governance systems, religious practices, artistic expressions, and cultural customs that significantly influence regional character and national culture.How has Nigerian culture influenced global entertainment?Nigerian culture has revolutionised African representation in global entertainment through Nollywoods prolific
film production, Afrobeats domination of international music charts, and Nigerian authors winning prestigious literary awards. These cultural exports present authentic African narratives, challenge Western stereotypes, and have created new markets for African creative content worldwide.What is Nigerian Pidgin English?Nigerian Pidgin is a creole
language with English vocabulary and African grammatical structures that serves as a lingua franca bridging Nigerias linguistic diversity. Its spoken by approximately one-third of Nigerias population across ethnic and class lines, functioning as a unifying language that transcends the barriers created by Nigerias 500+ indigenous languages.How do
Nigerians balance tradition and modernity?Nigerians navigate tradition and modernity by maintaining dual identities where they honour ancestral customs during ceremonies and family events whilst embracing contemporary lifestyles in education, business, and technology. This fluid movement between traditional and modern contexts (wearing
business suits weekdays and traditional attire weekends, for example) demonstrates cultural adaptability rather than contradiction.What role does food play in Nigerian culture?Food serves as a cornerstone of Nigerian hospitality, family bonding, cultural identity, and social celebration, with regional dishes reflecting ethnic heritage and shared meals
reinforcing community ties. Specific foods mark important occasions, debates over dish preparation methods (particularly Jollof rice) create playful regional rivalries, and refusing food offers can be considered disrespectful in many Nigerian contexts.Why is respect for elders so important in Nigerian culture?Elder respect reflects traditional African
values where age represents accumulated wisdom, life experience, and spiritual closeness to ancestors who guide the living. Elders serve as repositories of cultural knowledge, mediators in conflicts, and decision-makers on important family matters, making their authority essential for maintaining social order and cultural continuity.How does
Nigerian culture approach entrepreneurship?Nigerian entrepreneurial culture emphasises hustle mentality, creative problem-solving, informal business networks, and perseverance in the face of infrastructure challenges and economic uncertainty. The informal economy thrives through ingenuity, with entrepreneurs often starting businesses with
minimal capital and building success through determination, relationship-building, and adaptive strategies.What are the main cultural festivals in Nigeria?Major Nigerian festivals include Independence Day (October 1st), Durbar festivals in Northern Nigeria, Eyo Festival in Lagos, Calabar Carnival, New Yam Festivals across Eastern Nigeria, and
various ethnic-specific celebrations that mark harvests, chieftaincy installations, or religious observances. These festivals blend entertainment, cultural preservation, religious expression, and community gathering, often attracting domestic and international tourists. Nigeria is a country rich in culture and history, with a diverse population and a
vibrant heritage. From the bustling markets of Lagos to the ancient city of Benin, the country is home to a wide range of traditions, customs, and beliefs. In this article, we will take a deep dive into the Nigerian culture, exploring its many facets and shedding light on its significance in today's world. Whether you are a curious traveler or simply
interested in learning more about this fascinating culture, join us as we journey through the vibrant world of Nigerian culture. The first thing to know about Nigerian culture is that it is incredibly diverse. With over 250 ethnic groups and languages, each with their own unique customs and traditions, there is no one-size-fits-all description of Nigerian
culture. However, there are some common themes and practices that can give us a broad understanding of this complex society. One of the most significant aspects of Nigerian culture is its rich history. From the ancient Nok civilization to the powerful Benin Empire, Nigeria has a long and storied past. It is also home to some of the most famous
historical figures in Africa, such as Queen Amina of Zaria and Fela Kuti, the father of Afrobeat music. Another crucial aspect of Nigerian culture is its strong connection to religion. While there is a mix of traditional beliefs and Christianity and Islam, religion plays a significant role in the daily lives of Nigerians. From festivals and rituals to daily
prayers and ceremonies, religion is deeply intertwined with Nigerian culture. Food is also an essential part of Nigerian culture, with a wide variety of dishes influenced by the diverse ethnic groups. From jollof rice to suya, Nigerian cuisine is a fusion of flavors and spices that reflect the country's multicultural heritage. Music and dance are also
integral to Nigerian culture, with each ethnic group having its own unique styles and traditions. Whether it's the energetic beats of highlife music or the colorful costumes of traditional dances, music and dance are a vibrant expression of Nigerian culture. In conclusion, Nigerian culture is a complex and diverse tapestry of history, religion, food,
music, and dance. It is a reflection of the country's people, their beliefs, and their way of life. By exploring the different facets of Nigerian culture, we can gain a deeper understanding and appreciation for this fascinating nation.Music and DanceMusic and dance are integral parts of Nigerian culture, serving as a means of expression and celebration
for its people. Each ethnic group has its own unique styles and rhythms, reflecting the diversity of the country's traditional music and dance forms. Nigerian music is a blend of traditional and modern influences, with elements of African percussion, Western instruments, and contemporary styles. Traditional instruments such as drums, flutes, and
stringed instruments like the kora and korogo are still widely used in performances and ceremonies. Dance is also an important aspect of Nigerian culture, with different dances representing various occasions and events. From celebratory dances during weddings and festivals to ritualistic dances honoring ancestors, each movement holds deep
cultural significance. Through music and dance, Nigerians are able to express their cultural identity and preserve their heritage for future generations. It is a vibrant and dynamic art form that continues to evolve and shape the country's culture.Cuisine and DiningNigerian cuisine is a delicious fusion of flavors and spices that reflect the country's
diverse cultural influences. Due to its location on the coast of West Africa, Nigeria has been a hub for trade and commerce, resulting in a rich blend of indigenous ingredients and international influences. The most common staple foods in Nigerian cuisine are grains such as rice, millet, and corn, which are often served alongside stews or soups made
with meats, vegetables, and spices. Some popular dishes include jollof rice, pounded yam, and egusi soup. These dishes may vary in preparation and ingredients depending on the region and ethnic group, but they all share a common thread of bold flavors and vibrant colors. In addition to its savory dishes, Nigeria also has a variety of sweet treats and
snacks. One of the most beloved desserts is puff-puff, a deep-fried dough ball often flavored with spices such as nutmeg or cinnamon. Other popular snacks include chin chin (fried dough bites), suya (grilled meat skewers), and plantain chips. Overall, Nigerian cuisine is a true reflection of the country's diverse history and cultural influences. Its fusion
of flavors and spices makes it a must-try for anyone interested in exploring the world's cultures.The History of NigeriaNigeria has a long and rich history, spanning over 5,000 years. The earliest known civilization in Nigeria was the Nok culture, which existed from around 500 BC to 200 AD. This civilization was known for its intricate terracotta
sculptures and ironworking. After the Nok culture, other great empires rose and fell in Nigeria, including the Kanem-Bornu Empire, the Kingdom of Nri, and the Benin Empire. These empires left behind impressive architectural structures, artwork, and cultural practices that still influence Nigerian culture today. With the arrival of Europeans in the
15th century, Nigeria's history took a different turn. The Portuguese were the first to establish contact with Nigeria, followed by the British in the 19th century. This marked the beginning of colonial rule in Nigeria, which lasted until 1960 when the country gained independence. During this time, Nigeria experienced significant changes in its culture
and traditions as it was heavily influenced by Western customs and practices. Today, Nigeria is a diverse nation with over 250 ethnic groups, each with its unique history and cultural traditions. Despite the changes brought about by colonialism and modernization, many Nigerians still hold onto their ancient customs and beliefs. From traditional
festivals to everyday rituals, Nigerian culture is a blend of ancient traditions and modern influences. As you delve deeper into Nigerian culture, you will discover a country that is proud of its past and constantly evolving in the present.Religion in NigeriaNigeria's culture is a beautiful blend of traditional beliefs, Christianity, and Islam. The country's
diverse population has led to the coexistence of different religions, each with their own unique practices and customs. Before the arrival of foreign religions, traditional beliefs and practices were prevalent in Nigeria. These beliefs were deeply rooted in the country's history and were passed down from generation to generation. Even with the influence
of Christianity and Islam, many Nigerians still incorporate traditional beliefs into their daily lives. Christianity was introduced to Nigeria by European missionaries in the 19th century. Today, it is the most widely practiced religion in the country, with over half of the population identifying as Christian. The influence of Christianity can be seen in
various aspects of Nigerian culture, such as art, music, and literature. Islam was brought to Nigeria through trade routes and has been practiced in the country for over a thousand years. It is the second most prevalent religion in Nigeria, with about one-third of the population identifying as Muslim. Islamic traditions and customs have also become
deeply ingrained in Nigerian culture. The blending of traditional beliefs, Christianity, and Islam has created a unique religious landscape in Nigeria. Many Nigerians practice a combination of these religions, incorporating different elements into their daily lives. This blend has also led to the development of syncretic practices, where traditional beliefs
are fused with Christian or Islamic practices. In conclusion, religion plays a significant role in Nigerian culture, shaping the country's customs, beliefs, and way of life. The coexistence of traditional beliefs, Christianity, and Islam has created a diverse and rich religious landscape that continues to evolve and shape Nigerian culture. Nigerian culture is
a vibrant mix of history, religion, food, music, and dance. It is a reflection of the country's people and their diverse backgrounds and traditions. By delving into the different aspects of Nigerian culture, we can gain a deeper understanding and appreciation for this rich and complex society. What makes Nigeria a unique country to travel to? Country
Description Nigeria is a developing country in western Africa that has experienced periods of political and communal violence. It has the largest population on the continent, estimated at over 170 million people, and its infrastructure is not fully developed or well-maintained. Crime Violent crimes committed by individual criminals and gangs, as well
as by some persons wearing police and military uniforms, occur throughout the country, especially at night. Visitors and residents have experienced armed muggings, assaults, burglaries, car-jackings, rapes, kidnappings, and extortions, often involving violence. Home invasions remain a serious threat, with armed robbers accessing even guarded
compounds by scaling perimeter walls; following or tailgating residents or visitors arriving by car into a compound; or subduing guards to gain entry into homes or apartments. Armed robbers in Lagos also access waterfront compounds by boat. U.S. citizens, as well as Nigerians and other expatriates, have become victims of armed robbery at banks,
grocery stores, and on airport roads during both daylight and evening hours. Law enforcement authorities usually respond slowly or not at all, and provide little or no investigative support to victims. U.S. citizens, other expatriates, and Nigerians have experienced harassment and shakedowns at checkpoints and during encounters with Nigerian law
enforcement officials. Traveling outside of major cities after dark is not recommended due to crime and road safety concerns. Maritime crime including piracy, continues off the coast of Nigeria in the Gulf of Guinea, with armed gangs boarding commercial and private vessels to rob travelers and occasionally take hostages for ransom. The Nigerian
Navy has limited capacity to respond to criminal acts at sea. Nigerian-operated fraud schemes, known locally as "419" scams, are noted for their cleverness and ingenuity. These scams target foreigners worldwide, posing risks of financial loss and personal danger to their victims. Scams are often initiated through internet postings or from internet
cafes by unsolicited emails, faxes, and letters, or can involve credit card use. As anywhere else, no one should provide personal or financial information to unknown parties or via Nigerian telephone lines. The expansion of bilateral law enforcement cooperation has resulted in numerous raids on commercial fraud premises and the limited return of
some assets to fraud victims. New types of even more sophisticated scams seem to appear almost daily. U.S. citizens frequently become victims of Nigerian confidence artists offering companionship through internet dating web sites and social networks. These confidence artists almost always pose as U.S. citizens visiting or living in Nigeria who
unexpectedly experience a medical, legal, financial, or other type of emergency requiring immediate financial assistance. We strongly urge you to be very cautious about sending money to any unknown person or traveling to Nigeria to meet someone with whom your sole communications have occurred via the internet and telephone. Other common
scams involve a promise of an inheritance windfall, work contracts in Nigeria, or an overpayment for goods purchased on-line. For additional information on these types of scams, see the Department of State's publication, International Financial Scams. Commercial scams that target foreigners, including many U.S. citizens, are common. You should
remain alert regarding scams that may involve you in illegal activity that could result in arrest, extortion, or bodily harm. These scams generally involve phony offers of money transfers, lucrative sales, contracts with promises of large commissions or up-front payments. They may improperly invoke the authority of one or more ministries or offices of
the Nigerian government and may cite, by name, the involvement of a Nigerian government or a U.S. embassy official. In some scams, criminals use government stationery and seals to advance the scam. The ability of U.S. consular officers to extricate U.S. citizens from unlawful business deals or scams and their subsequent consequences is extremely
limited. U.S. citizens have been arrested by police officials and held for varying periods on charges of involvement in illegal business activity or scams. Nigerian police and other law enforcement officials do not always inform the U.S. Embassy or Consulate General immediately of the arrest or detention of U.S. citizens. The U.S. Department of
Commerce has published advisories for the U.S. business community on a variety of issues that should be seriously reviewed with respect to doing business in Nigeria. To check on a business legitimacy within the United States, contact the Nigeria Desk Officer at the International Trade Administration, Room 3317, U.S. Department of Commerce,
Washington, D.C. 20230, telephone: 1-800-USA-TRADE or (202) 482-5149, fax: (202) 482-5198. If you are abroad, contact the nearest U.S. embassy or consulate.Dont buy counterfeit and pirated goods, even if they are widely available. Not only are the bootlegs illegal in the United States, if you purchase them you may also be breaking local law.
Criminal Penalties While you are traveling in Nigeria, you are subject to its laws even if you are a U.S. citizen. Foreign laws and legal systems can be vastly different than our own. In some places you may be taken in for questioning if you dont have your passport with you or if you take pictures of certain buildings. In some places, driving under the
influence could land you immediately in jail. These criminal penalties will vary from country to country. There are also some things that might be legal in the country you visit, but still illegal in the United States, and you can be prosecuted under U.S. law if you buy pirated goods. Engaging in sexual conduct with children or using or disseminating
child pornography in a foreign country is a crime prosecutable in the United States. If you break local laws in Nigeria, your U.S. passport wont help you avoid arrest or prosecution. Its very important to know whats legal and whats not wherever you go. Languages English (official), Hausa, Yoruba, Igbo (Ibo), Fulani, over 500 additional indigenous
languages Medical Facilities and Health Information Nigeria has a number of well-trained doctors, yet medical facilities in Nigeria are in poor condition, with inadequately trained nursing staff. Diagnostic and treatment equipment is often poorly maintained, and many medicines are unavailable. Caution should be taken when purchasing medicines
locally as counterfeit pharmaceuticals are a common problem and may be difficult to distinguish from genuine medications. This is particularly true of generic medicines purchased at local pharmacies or in street markets. Hospitals often expect immediate cash payment for health services.Malaria is a serious and sometimes fatal disease. Plasmodium
falciparum malaria, the type that predominates in Nigeria, is resistant to the anti-malarial drug chloroquine. Because travelers to Nigeria are at high risk for contracting malaria, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) advises that travelers take one of the following anti-malarial drugs: mefloquine (Lariam), doxycycline, or
atovaquone/proguanil (Malarone). If you become ill with a fever or flu-like illness while traveling in a malaria-risk area, and up to one year after returning home, you should seek prompt medical attention and tell the physician your travel history and what anti-malarials you have been taking. T Safety and Security The Department of State warns U.S.
citizens of the risks of travel to Nigeria, and continues to recommend that U.S. citizens avoid all but essential travel to the following states because of the risk of kidnappings, robberies, and other armed attacks: Abia, Akwa Ibom, Bauchi, Bayelsa, Delta, Edo, Gombe, Imo, Jigawa, Kaduna, Kano, Katsina, Kebbi, Niger, Plateau, Rivers, Sokoto, and
Zamfara states. The Department of State also recommends that U.S. citizens avoid all travel to Adamawa, Borno, and Yobe states because of the proclamation on May 14, 2013, by the government of the Federal Republic of Nigeria of a State of Emergency in those three states. The Department also warns against travel to the Gulf of Guinea because of
the threat of maritime crime including piracy. (Please also see the Crime Section below.) Based on safety and security risk assessments, travel by U.S. officials to all northern Nigerian states (in addition to those listed above) must receive advance clearance from the U.S. Mission as mission-essential. In light of the continuing violence, extremists may
expand their operations beyond northern Nigeria to other areas of the country. The U.S. Mission advises all U.S. citizens to be particularly vigilant around churches, mosques, and other places of worship; locations where large crowds may gather; hotels; clubs; restaurants; markets; shopping malls; and other areas frequented by expatriates and
foreign travelers. Security measures in Nigeria remain heightened due to threats posed by extremist groups, and U.S. citizens may encounter additional police and military checkpoints, additional security, and possible road blocks throughout the country. In 2012, an extremist group based in northeast Nigeria known as Boko Haram (BH) claimed
responsibility for many attacks, mainly in northern Nigeria. Boko Haram members have killed or wounded thousands of people during the past three years. Multiple Suicide Vehicle-Borne Improvised Explosive Devices (SVBIED) targeted churches, government installations, educational institutions, and entertainment venues in Adamawa, Bauchi,
Borno, Gombe, Kaduna, Kano, Plateau, Taraba, and Yobe states. In December 2011, the President of Nigeria declared a state of emergency in 15 local government areas in the states of Borno, Niger, Plateau, and Yobe. This State of Emergency remains in effect, although with modification in some areas. According to the Government of Nigeria, the
declaration of a state of emergency gives the government sweeping powers to search and arrest without warrants. Several states in the North are under various curfews, which change frequently. All U.S. citizens should remain aware of current situations including curfews, travel restrictions, and states of emergency in the areas they are in or plan to
visit. This information is commonly announced via the news media, but at times it can change with very little notice. Please take the time to find out this information for your area. In May 2013, when the State of Emergency was established in three northeastern states, cell phone service was cut off in Borno, Yobe and Adamawa states. Service was
temporarily restored in some of those areas but again cut off in July 2013, after attacks by BH resumed. Cell phone service has has been partially restored in Yobe and Adamawa states, particularly in the respective state capitals of Damaturu and Yola. Beginning in September 2012, extremists attacked cellular telephone towers in Northern Nigeria,
damaging over 50 towers and degrading cellular telephone and internet communications nationwide. Additional attacks could further weaken the ability of citizens to communicate through cellular telephones and the internet. Land line telephone communications in Nigeria remain extremely limited. U.S. citizens should attempt to arrange for multiple
means of communication in case of emergencies. In addition to the threat posed by BH, an offshoot of BH, the Ansaru group, has carried out several kidnappings in Nigeria targeting foreigners. In February 2013, seven foreigners, of different nationalities were abducted while working on a construction site in Bauchi State; the seven hostages were
executed after three weeks in captivity. In May 2012, a British citizen and an Italian citizen were kidnapped by the group in Kebbi State and subsequently executed. In December 2012, a French citizen was abducted in Katsina State and is believed to still be held by Ansaru. The Ansaru Group has also claimed responsibility for other violent acts such
as a prison break in Abuja in November 2012 and an attack on Nigerian troops who were to deploy to the conflict region in northern Mali in January 2013. Kidnappings by other extremist groups and criminal elements remain a security concern. Extremists abducted another seven foreign nationals in northern Cameroon in February 2013 and
reportedly moved them to northern Nigeria. In 2012, six foreign nationals, including three U.S. citizens, were kidnapped in Kwara, Imo, Enugu, Delta, Rivers, and Kano states. Criminals or militants have abducted foreign nationals, including U.S. citizens, from offshore and land-based oil facilities, residential compounds, and public roadways. To date,
sixteen foreign nationals have died in connection with these abductions, including three killed by their captors during military-led raids. Local authorities and expatriate businesses operating in Nigeria assert that the number of kidnapping incidents throughout Nigeria remains underreported. Travel by foreigners to conflict areas without prior
consultation and coordination with local security authorities is not recommended, as the Nigerian government may see this activity as inappropriate and potentially illegal, and may detain travelers. Journalists, film-makers, and other professionals involved in the creation of news or information products require special accreditation from the Nigerian
Ministry of Information for all film and media activities in the Niger Delta prior to entering the area. This special accreditation is in addition to the general press accreditation and valid Nigerian visa required to conduct such activities elsewhere in Nigeria. Foreign visitors may not take photographs or videotape any government buildings, airports, or
bridges. Individuals may be questioned, detained, or arrested when near these sensitive sites without evidence of permission from the Nigerian government, or for carrying electronic equipment such as cameras, recorders, etc.Periodically, the U.S. Mission in Nigeria restricts travel by U.S. officials and Mission personnel to certain parts of Nigeria
based on changing security conditions, often due to terrorist attacks, crime, general strikes, security threats, demonstrations, or inter-religious or communal violence. Jos, the capital of Plateau State, and its environs have seen several outbreaks of violence in the past several years. The potential for future flare-ups remains. Nigeria held national
elections in April 2011. Although the elections themselves remained largely peaceful, violence temporarily erupted in many northern states after the announcement of results in the presidential race. Traffic Safety and Road Conditions While in Nigeria, you may encounter road conditions that differ significantly from those in the United States. Roads
in many areas of Nigeria are generally in poor condition, causing damage to vehicles and contributing to hazardous traffic conditions. There are few working traffic lights or stop signs, and few traffic control officers to manage the flow of traffic during power outages. Additionally, some traffic control officers may occasionally seek bribes when citing
drivers for traffic violations. The rainy season, generally from May to October, is especially dangerous because of flooded roads and water-concealed potholes. Excessive speed, unpredictable driving habits, lack of basic maintenance and safety equipment on many vehicles, and the absence of any official vehicle inspection for roadworthiness all
present additional hazards. Motorists seldom yield the right-of-way and give little consideration to pedestrians and cyclists. Accidents on inter-city highways with high casualties are common. Gridlock is common in urban areas. Chronic fuel shortages have led to long lines at service stations, which disrupt or block traffic for extended periods. Public
transportation vehicles, such as buses and motorbikes, are unsafe due to poor maintenance, high speeds, and overcrowding. Motorbike taxis, known in Nigeria as "okadas," offer a common form of public transportation in many cities and pose serious danger to other motorists, their own passengers, and pedestrians. Motorbike drivers frequently
weave in and out of traffic at high speeds and observe no traffic rules. Motorbikes are banned within Abuja's city limits and many major thoroughfares in Lagos. Okada drivers and passengers are required to wear helmets in a number of cities in the country; police can fine violators on the spot. Passengers in local taxis have been driven to secluded
locations where they were attacked and robbed. Several of the victims required hospitalization. The U.S. Mission recommends avoiding public transportation throughout Nigeria. Short-term visitors should not drive in Nigeria. A Nigerian driver's license can take months to obtain, and international driving permits are not recognized. Major hotels and
the customer service centers at the airports in Lagos, Abuja, and Kano offer reliable car-hire services complete with drivers. Inter-city roadside assistance is extremely scarce, and medical facilities and emergency care are poor. Persons involved in a traffic incident might encounter the lack of available medicalfacilities to treat either minor or life-
threatening injuries.All drivers and passengers should wear seat belts, lock doors, and keep windows closed. It is important to secure appropriate automobile insurance. Drivers and passengers of vehicles involved in accidents resulting in injury or death have experienced extra-judicial actions, i.e., mob attacks, official consequences such as fines and
incarceration, and/or confrontations with the victim's family. Driving between 6:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. should be done with extreme caution, as bandits and police roadblocks are more numerous at night. Automobiles, trucks, or "okadas" often drive on the wrong side of the road or on sidewalks. These vehicles are difficult to see at night because streets
are very poorly lit, and many vehicles are missing one or both headlights, tail lights, and reflectors. Nigerian people are citizens and people with ancestry from Nigeria. Nigeria is composed of multiple ethnic groups and cultures and the term Nigerian refers to a citizenship-based civic nationality. Nigerians derive from over 250 ethnic groups and
languages. Though there are multiple ethnic groups in Nigeria, economic factors result in significant mobility of Nigerians of multiple ethnic and religious backgrounds to reside in territories in Nigeria that are outside their ethnic or religious background, resulting in the intermixing of the various ethnic and religious groups, especially in Nigerias
cities. The English language is the lingua franca of Nigerians. About 50 percent of Nigerians are Muslims and the other 50 percent are Christians.The largest groups are the Hausa in the north, the Yoruba in the southwest and the Igbo (or Ibo) in the southeast, who account for around a fifth of the population each. The languages of these three groups
can therefore be used in government. Other large groups include the Ijaw in the east and the Fulani in the north.Nigeria is divided into 36 states, in the 13 northern states; the vast majority of people are Muslim. The Hausa have been Muslims for almost a thousand years, having been converted to Islam by Arab traders and merchants from the 10th
century. In the southern states, the majority of Nigerians are Christian, while some groups continue to practise indigenous beliefs. Generally, religion is taken very seriously, most people will attend church on a Sunday and make frequent references to God or Jesus in everyday conversation. Southern indigenous faiths centre on a belief in spirits and
also in a Supreme Being or creator, known as Olorun/Olodumare in Yoruba culture and Chineke/Chukwu by Igbo people.The rest of Nigerias ethnic groups (sometimes called minorities) are found all over the country but especially in the middle belt and north. The Hausa tend to be Muslim and the Igbo are predominantly Christian. The Efik, Ibibio,
Annang people are mainly Christian. The Yoruba have a balance of members that are adherent to both Islam and Christianity. Indigenous are often blended with Christian beliefs.The dominant indigenous languages of the south are Yoruba and Igbo while the north is Hause. Prior to colonisation, these languages were the unifying languages of the
southwest, southeast and north, respectively, regardless of ethnicity. However, since the coming of the British and the introduction of mission schools in southern Nigeria, English has become the language common to most people in the area. Today those who are not ethnic Yorubas, Hausa, Igbos rarely speak any of the languages.Pidgin, a mix of
African languages and English, also is common throughout southern Nigeria. It basically uses English words mixed into Yoruba or Ighbo grammar structures. Pidgin originally evolved from the need for British sailors to find a way to communicate with local merchants. Today it is often used in ethnically mixed urban areas as a common form of
communication among people who have not had formal education in English. PRONUNCIATION: nigh-JIR-ee-uhnsLOCATION: NigeriaPOPULATION: 138.2 millionLANGUAGE: English; English Creole; Bantu; and Chadic languagesRELIGION: Traditional African religion; Islam; ChristianityRELATED ARTICLES: Vol. 1: Fulani; Hausa; Igbo; Ijo;
YorubaINTRODUCTIONBeginning in ad 600, the territory that is now Nigeria witnessed the steady rise and decline of city-states, kingdoms, and empires. While states like Bornu became wealthy through interstate trade, others such as the Niger Delta states increased their power by slave trading. By 1862, the British had annexed Lagos, and they
took control of the palm oil plantations of the Niger Delta in the 1880s. Following a series of struggles with individual states and with the French, the British united the colony of Nigeria and established a capital at Lagos in 1914. For the next half-century the British ruled the colony indirectly through local potentates and chiefs, strengthening regional
differences and, after independence, encouraging regional rivalries. The most serious conflict occurred from 196770, when the Igho fought unsuccessfully to secede as the Republic of Biafra. More than one million died in the war, with many dying from famine, illness, and starvation.Since independence in 1960, Nigeria has weathered a series of
military coups. A succession of military and civilian governments have tried, not very effectively, to control corruption, nepotism, and regional favoritism in public affairs. Moshood Abiola, a southerner, won the democratic presidential election in 1993, but General Sani Abacha seized power. Pro-democracy strikes and regional strife followed.
However, despite its domestic instability, Nigeria has demonstrated that it is the political and economic giant of West Africa. Nigeria led the Liberian peacekeeping effort in the 1990s, and in May 1997 sent troops to Sierra Leone to restore order following a military coup. Nigeria is the dominating member of the West African Economic Community
(ECOWAS).A major challenge for Nigeria has been to unite a diverse group of peoples and to balance political rule with economic and social development among three major groups: the Hausa-Fulani in the north, the Yoruba in the west, and the Igbo in the east. To hedge against ethnic rivalry and regional divisions, Nigeria experimented with
federalism and expanded its number of states from 18 to 39. A change in electoral rules also required that national leaders win a minimum number of votes from each state. Since 1992, the capital has moved from Lagos to the more centrally located Abuja, which, like Washington, D.C., is a federal district.A new constitution, adopted and made
effective in May 1999, launched a new period of multi-party elections. Despite being marred by serious voting irregularities, violence and protests, the 1999 and 2003 presidential elections provided a measure of consensus among Nigerians for civilian rulethe longest period without military interference since independence. In the general elections of
April 2007 Umaru Musa Yar'adua of the People's Democratic Party (PDP) succeeded President Obasanjo. Although these elections also were criticized as seriously flawed, they marked the first civilian-to-civilian transfer of power in the country's history. The PDP kept its majority in the legislature winning 70 seats, and 75% of state governor-ships.
Yar'adua has surprised many observers by exerting his independence from Obasanjo, dispelling predictions that he would be Obasanjo's rubber stamp.LOCATION AND HOMELANDNIigeria is the most populous country in Africa and is the sixth most populous in the world (138.2 million est. 2008). Indeed, one in five Africans is Nigerian. At current
growth rates, the population should reach nearly 191 million in 2015. It is also one of the world's most ethnically diverse countries, with more than 250 distinct groups. The largest of these is the Hausa and Fulani (29%), followed by the Yoruba (21%), the Igbo/Ibo (18.0%) and the Ijaw (10%). The Kanuri, Ibibio and lesser groups account for the
remainder. Nigeria is very densely populated in the Niger Delta, where there are more than 1,000 persons per square mile. Four-fifths of the country has fewer than 200 persons per square mile.Nigeria shares borders with Benin, Niger, Chad, and Cameroon. From the Gulf of Guinea in the south, a series of plateaus and plains cover much of the
country. To the east, the Gotel and the Mandara Mountains form a common border with Cameroon. With the equator just to the south, the climate becomes tropical in the central regions and arid in the north. LANGUAGEEnglish is the official language, but English Creole is the lingua franca (common language). Besides these, many Bantu and Chadic
languages are spoken in the regions. FOLKLOREProverbs, chants, folk stories, and riddles are popular folkloric forms. Because of Nigeria's long and diverse past and its oral traditions, folklore constitutes an area for much research. In one unusual example, the people of the Ijo village of Toro Arua perform the Ozidi saga. Performances occur only once
in a generation. Therefore, all village members attend. The saga tells the story of the mythological history of the people of this community. Lasting more than eight days, each morning a sacrifice to the water spirits is made to ask for their blessing. A poetic narrator, an orchestra of drums, a choir of singers, male and female dancers, and actors
portray the heroes and foes of the community. The event reminds adults and instructs youth about their glorious past and their distinguished ancestral heritage. RELIGIONNigerians widely hold on to their traditional African religious beliefs in addition to subscribing to various branches of Islam and Christianity. The state maintains neutrality in
religious issues, and the constitution guarantees freedom of worship. Islam is most firmly rooted in the north, where it was first a religion of rulers and courtiers in the 11th century ad. Muslims now constitute about 50% of the population with Christians comprising roughly the other half, thanks to strong missionary campaigns in the 19th century.



Currently, Protestants outnumber Catholics by about two to one. Of note are the African church movements and breakaway groups rooted in the 1920s and 1930s that established African versions of Christianity. About 11% of the population belongs to these distinctly African Christian churches.Very much alive is traditional religion, which operates on
three levels. Most ethnic groups have names for a supreme being whom they believe created the universe. The Yorubas call him Olorun (Lord of Heaven), the Hausas, Ubangiji (God), and the Efiks of Calabar, Abasi Ibom (The Great God). Lesser gods and deities are more accessible and act as intermediaries between people and the Creator. They
possess special powers. People build shrines, make sacrifices, and offer prayers and libations to them. At the lowest levels are spirits of the dead, both good and evil, that have not yet found their rest. They may do the wishes and desires of persons who properly handle them. Sacred objects represent the lesser gods and spirits, and care must be taken
not to offend them or the deities with which they are associated. Traditional religion has influenced Nigerian crafts, art, music, dance, agriculture, and language.MAJOR HOLIDAYSSecular holidays include National Day (October 1). Muslim and Christian holidays include Tabaski (commemorating Abraham's sacrifice) and the end of Ramadan and
Easter and Good Friday.Beside these non-indigenous holidays, Nigerians celebrate many cultural festivals throughout the year, such as the Argungu Fish and Cultural Festival on the banks of the Sokoto River. During this celebration, hundreds of fishermen jump into the river at once, scaring the fish into the air and into their nets. Their yellow
calabashes bob around on the water waiting to be filled with the catch.RITES OF PASSAGEN:igerians typically celebrate rites of passage with music, dance, and ceremony. These life-defining moments are critical for the individual within his or her community, and therefore are borne by all members of the community. At his or her naming ceremony a
child becomes a member of the community; at initiation, an adolescent assumes the responsibilities of adulthood; a woman moves to her husband's family after marriage; an elder is bequeathed a title for lifelong service; and eventually, a community member joins the spirit world.Nevertheless, modernity and urbanization are breaking down customary
rituals. In a 1993 documentary film on initiation rites for girls (Monday's Girls), urban pressures and the weight of custom collide in the delta region. Here, Waikiriki girls participate in a five-week coming-of-age ceremony (Iria), which transforms them into marriageable women. A city girl who has returned to the village for the ceremony contrasts
with the other girls. She and her cohorts are secluded in a house and fattened up for the ceremony. They are pampered and must do no work. Elderly women shear their hair, teach them how to be mothers and take care of their husbands. The old women paint the initiate's bodies before the young women appear in public with uncovered breasts to be
scrutinized by the elders. This act serves to verify the initiate's purity. Th roughout, the city girl resists the process, allowing just a shock of her hair to be cut, and refusing to appear in public uncovered. She argues that she does not need anyone to teach her how to treat a husband. In the end, she greatly offends her father and disgraces her family.
The other girls, though bored with their confinement toward the end, seem happy to have fulfilled this traditional rite. INTERPERSONAL RELATIONSNigerians often use English in greeting strangers because of their linguistic diversity. In the Igbo language, Isalachi, and in Hausa Yayadei, mean good morning. As elsewhere in Africa, two men may
hold hands and stand near each other when talking because their sense of personal space is closer than that of Americans.In most parts of sub-Saharan Africa, passing an object with the left hand or with only one hand is impolite. Nigeria is the same. Children especially must learn to offer and accept objects with both hands. Some Nigerians consider
waving an insult, particularly close to the face.LIVING CONDITIONSDespite being Africa's largest oil-producer (2.44 million barrels a day), half of all Nigerians live below the poverty line. The infant mortality rate is high even for Africa at 94 for every 1,000 live births, and life expectancy is under 50 years of age. The HIV/AIDS prevalence rate is also
high for West Africa at 5.4% and the number of people living with HIV/AIDS is 3.6 million (est. 2003). In terms of living standards and quality of life, Nigeria ranks near the bottom158th out of 177 countries worldwide on the Human Development Index.Depending on region and disposable income, Nigerians build simple rectangular or cylindrical
houses of reed, mud brick, or cinder block. In urban areas, the federal and state governments have sometimes helped low-income people get affordable homes. Migrants often live in crowded conditions with several families sharing a few rooms, common cooking areas, and latrines. Lower- to middle-level income workers can afford small- to medium-
sized houses with at least a standpipe in the courtyard, if not indoor plumbing. Middle- to upper-level groups have Western-style furniture, refrigerators, television sets, and motorcycles or cars. A small, very rich elite live in mansions and drive Mercedes.Except urban squatter areas, conditions are generally more rudimentary in rural areas than in
urban. About 70% of Nigerians live in villages and without indoor plumbing and electricity. Only half of all families have access to a potable water source, which means that many peoplemostly women and childrenhave to walk great distances to draw water suitable for drinking. They may go further to scavenge wood for cooking in northern arid
regions. Men and women often alternate bathing periods at a local stream or river. Laundering of clothes takes place near bathing sites so that long trips are reduced. Like many sub-Saharan people, Nigerians must cope with tropical and infectious diseases. Lack of window screens, refrigeration, mosquito nets, and hygienic water storage contribute
to health problems.One benefit of Nigeria's o0il revenues is the extensive network of roads and rail lines. The major railways run from coastal port cities such as Lagos and Port Harcourt to terminals up-country as far as Nguru and Maiduguri. Many trunk roads are paved, and several interstate highways connect commercial centers and medium-sized
towns. Nigeria even has toll plazas, and a four-lane expressway links Lagos with Ibadan. Secondary and tertiary roads may be bumpy, rocky, and unimproved. Vehicle life on these roads is usually shortened considerably, but Nigerians are good mechanics. Though car bodies may rattle and shake, every mile is squeezed out of them.FAMILY
LIFETypically Nigerian families live together in compounds where nuclear families share the same hut. The father and husband are generally the dominant heads of the household. Family members deeply respect their elders, and the mark of a well-reared child is quiet and respectful behavior in the presence of adults.Nigerians practice polygyny, and
under Islamic law, a Muslim man can have up to four wives if he can support them. Typically the groom will pay a bride-price to the family of his bride. In the cities one sees Western-style dating, but this is rare in the villages. Because weddings are expensive, many couples may live together without social stigma until they can afford to give a proper
wedding feast.Nigerian women hold distinction in international circles as leaders in academia and business. They spearheaded a national feminist movement that gained momentum in 1982. Traditionally, non-Muslim women have had independent economic status and have made their mark in interregional trade. Despite these advances, Nigerians still
regard single women as an oddity, and men consider them sexually available. Abortion is legal only when the mother's life is threatened or in cases of rape or incest. CLOTHINGWestern-style garments, makeup, hats, bags, shoes, and other accessoriessymbols of the Western-educated eliteare increasingly replacing traditional apparel, especially in the
cities. In the past, men dressed to show their acquired prestige. Women wore necklaces, earrings, bracelets, toe rings, finger rings and hair ornaments made from stone beads, ivory, leather, seeds, mother-of pearl, iron, the teeth and claws of animals, and the vertebrae of snakes. Vestiges of the past are seen in rural areas, where many women and
men wear long loose robes of either white or bright colors. Women often wear scarves or turbans. The Igbo traditional dress is a danshiki, a long loose-fitting top. Formerly Igbo women added pieces of cloth to show their status in marriage and number of children. Colors were also used to symbolize cultural status, royalty, or bloodline.Nowadays
special dress is losing its traditional functions. Men dress for status rather than prestige. Cheaper European cotton thread and commercial dyes have replaced the aesthetically superior hand-woven cloths. European makeup and cheap costume jewelry, too, are supplanting traditional cosmetics and ornaments. The former elaborate traditional hair-
dressing is losing its symbolic meanings.FOODNigerians rise early, and therefore may eat several times a day. Early breakfast begins at 5:00 am and late dinner comes at 9:00 pm. Breakfast may consist of rice and mango or fried plantains. At around 11:00 people might eat efo (stew) or moyinmoyin, bean pudding made with steamed black-eyed
peas.Nigerians generally like their food hot and spicy. There-fore, cooks do not spare hot red peppers either in the dishes themselves or alongside as a relish. Typically, stews or sauces are made from greens or fish, and if one's means allow, from meat or chicken. These are eaten with rice or yams. Cassava and corn are popular too, and various flours,
such as yam and cassava, may be mixed and cooked into a steaming ball of fufu. Nigerians in the coastal regions drink palm wine and locally brewed beer. Muslims are great tea drinkers. In the cities, coffee houses and pubs are very popular. EDUCATIONThe Nigerian formal educational system is patterned after the British public school system. At the
age of six or seven, children begin primary school. Muslim children learn Arabic and religious teachings in informal Quranic schools, or private Quranic schools licensed by the government. Others in rural areas receive basic farming instruction and other skills through an apprenticeship system. Some preschool, special education, adult education, and
classes for the gifted and talented exist, too.Nigeria has one of Africa's most developed systems of higher education. At least 25 institutes of higher learning, including several universities, exist. The largest of these is Ahmada Bello University in Zaria. Despite high school enrollments, many Nigerian children leave early because of economic hardship.
A significant portion of the population still views advanced education as unnecessary for girls. This attitude is reflected in literacy ratesin 2005 the overall literacy rate was 69%, but only 44% of girls and women could read and write. The literacy trend for girls however, is positive; more than 60% of girls aged 1519 are now literate. CULTURAL
HERITAGENIigerians have a long history of music, traditional dancing, visual art, and oral literature. Modern drama, opera, cinema, films, and written literature build on Nigeria's cultural heritage. Historically, culture has flourished in these various forms; it dates back 2,000 years in Nok figurines, Ife terra cottas and bronzes, Benin ivories, and Igbo
Ukwu objects. The Yoruba are famous artists, making magnificent masks such as the ones used at the Ogen Festival. Sculptures served to comfort the bereaved. Benin bronzes depicted individuals and events at court and glorified the king, immortalized the dead, and served to worship the royal ancestors. The Yoruba traditionally sculpted wooden
verandah posts, ceremonial masks, twin figures for the cult of the twins, and bowls and trays for Ifa divination. The Igbo make exquisite carvings of masks and the elephant spirit headdresses.To many Nigerians, culture is synonymous with dance because traditional dancing at festivals combines music, artistic masks, costuming, body painting, drama,
poetry, and storytelling. Much can be said of Nigerian dance and music because they are essential to the celebration of events connected with every aspect of life. People often celebrate child-naming, marriage, burial, house warming, chieftaincy installations, and harvesting with music and dance. At initiations, priests and initiates perform dramatic
dances, and deities are represented by elaborate costumes and masquerades that conceal the identity of the wearer.Nigerian authors are gaining international recognition for modern written works. Chinua Achebe's Things Fall Apart and A Man of the People, harsh critiques of colonial days and contemporary Nigerian politics and society, now make
regular appearances in American college classrooms.WORKBecause the petroleum industry has provided easy money, Nigeria has a relatively undiversified economy and undeveloped labor force of over 50 million workers. Most people remain in subsistence agriculture (nearly 70%). In the cities, people do whatever it takes to survive. They carry
water, sell food on the street, wash clothes, peddle household items, haul lumber, and engage in prostitution. Many sleep where they work until they can afford to rent a room or share an apartment. Lagos has the world's sixth largest population (over 20 million) and draws thousands of migrants daily to its slums in search of work.One of the more
enterprising developments in recent times is Nigeria's burgeoning film industry, dubbed Nollywood. Nollywood employs more than 20,000 workers and continues to grow. Its digital home video films are distributed around the world and are readily available in the United States.SPORTSNigerians enjoy several sports. Traditionally Nigerians have
wrestled, performed archery, organized foot and horse races, and developed acrobatic displays. Soccer now tops the list of modern competitive sports. Schools at all levels, business, and industry organize matches throughout the country, which has been described as football mad. Some 62 league clubs exist. Nigerians competed internationally in
World Cup competition most recently in 2002. During the playoffs, people crowded in front of TV sets stacked on top of each other on sidewalks to view their Super Eagles. In professional boxing, Nigeria has produced at least three world champions. Other sports include table tennis, tennis, basketball, polo (especially in the north), cricket, and
swimming. ENTERTAINMENT AND RECREATIONHome visiting is popular, and now many middle-class people have home entertainment centers with sound systems and television. As a measure of television's popularity, the government estimates that some 40 million Nigerians watch it on about 40 stations. Over the past decade, the Nigerian home
videos have become very popular. Western dating customs in the towns make these forms of recreation even more popular. For music and dancing, the older generation may still appreciate high life bands, but younger people prefer Afro-Beat and Juju musicstyles that originated in the Lagos area. FOLK ART, CRAFTS, AND HOBBIESNigerian folk arts
and crafts range from ivory carvings to body painting to painting of the interior and exterior walls in decorative motifs. Many arts and crafts traditionally owe their inspiration to religion and royalty. Colonial repression of indigenous religion and its artful expression led to its degeneration. Nowadays commercial motives have taken over as artists
supply the tourist market.Given the plentiful grasses on the northern plains, craftspeople there make colorful and durable baskets, fans, tables, and floor mats. Wood carving has flourished in Benin and Awka. Carvers make figures for shrines, portraits, masks, and spirit representations of natural features such as fields, forests, streams, water, fire,
and thunder. The thorn of the wild cotton tree serves to make delicate, but decorative sculptures giving the effect of dresses, caps or head ties, and shoes. Some of these works have become collectors' items. Artists also cast sculptures in bronze and brass, produce glass and metal work, and make quality leatherwork and calabash carvings in Kano
and Oyo. Nigerian pottery has a long tradition and ranks among the most artistic in the world. Cloth weaving in the town of Akwete also has caught the fancy of many women. The designs are both colorful and imaginative, and the pieces are unusually wide, about 1,200 mm.SOCIAL PROBLEMSNigeria suffers a plethora of social ills. Corruption has
left the country more than $37 billion in debt (2006). Dubbed as the resource curse, oil has fueled greed and nepotism and turned the country into a showcase of embezzlement, fraud, and bribery. In the oil-rich delta region, gangs kidnap oil workers, abduct officials, and takeover oil installations. Bunkeringillegal tapping into oil pipelinesdrains 10%
or more of oil production and has killed thousands of people in explosions and fires. Gang clashes in Port Harcourt resulted in at least 10 deaths in 2007.Nigeria also has been a staging point for drug trafficking to Europe and the United States. Political instability, crime and lack of rule of law continue to plague the country. Government occasionally
shuts down independent newspapers, and it harasses opposition journalists. In an internationally acclaimed case in 1995 the government hung human rights leader Ken Saro-Wiwa and eight other activists in a trial that observers widely denounced as based on trumped-up charges. Many high-level officials and wealthy individuals are known to be
involved in racketeering and scams of various types.GENDER ISSUESAs elsewhere on the continent, women do not enjoy the same rights and privileges as men and are subject to lower pay, unequal inheritance rights, and other societal discrimination. Polygamy is legal and one out of five girls and women undergoes female genital mutilation. The law
permits husbands to chastise their wives, but owing to weak enforcement, domestic violence, rape, trafficking and other crimes against women and girls often go unpunished. In addition to raising children and keeping house, women in rural areas walk several miles a day to hoe fields, gather firewood, fetch water, and do the marketing. In some areas
women are considered part of their husbands property to be inherited along with his other possessions. In 12 of the northern states, women's rights are subject to Shariah Law, which affects both Muslim and non-Muslim women. For example, in Zamfara women are obliged to take separate transportation and use separate health care facilities. Of the
more than 500 high-level political posts in the country, women hold 6 cabinet, 9 senatorial, and 27 representative positions.BIBLIOGRAPHYAchebe, Chinua Albert. A Man of the People. London: Heine-mann, 1966.. Things Fall Apart. London: Heinemann, 1958.Africa South of the Sahara 2007. Nigeria. London: Europa Publishers, 2008.Biobaku, Saburi
0., ed. The Living Culture of Nigeria. Lagos: Thomas Nelson, 1976.Eades, Jeremy Seymour. The Yoruba Today. New York: Cambridge University Press, 1980.Federal Republic of Nigeria, Federal Ministry of Information. Nigeria 1991: Official Handbook. Lagos: Emaconprint Ltd., 1991.Metz, Helen Chapin, ed. Nigeria: A Country Study. Washington,
D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1992.0nwurah, Ngozi. Monday's Girls. Produced by Lloyd Gardiner. BBC, 1993.Packer, George. The MegaCity. The New Yorker, 13 November 2006.by R. GroelsemaVisit the Definitions and Notes page to view a description of each topic.comparison ranking: total 33comparison rankings: total 6; male 6; female
6comparison ranking: total 211comparison ranking: total 15comparison ranking: total population 216comparison ranking: total 88comparison ranking: total 168comparison ranking: Education expenditure (% GDP) 201comparison ranking: total emissions 38comparison rankings: agriculture 34; industry 58; services 163comparison ranking: total
164comparison ranking: total subscriptions 134comparison ranking: total subscriptions 6comparison ranking: total 129comparison ranking: total 25People of NigeriaThis article is about the people of Nigeria and is not to be confused with Nigerien, those from Niger. For a specific analysis of the population of Nigeria, see Demographics of
Nigeria.Ethnic groupNigeriansMap of the Nigerian Diaspora in the worldRegions with significant populations Nigeria233,668,528[citation needed] Benin6,000,000[1] Cameroon4,000,000[2] Ghana1,000,000[3] United States461,895[4] United Kingdom312,000 (2021)[5]Niger155,000[6] Canada111,465[7] Italy106,069[8] Germany100,000[9]
Chad88,000 Saudi Arabia79,547 (2022 census)[10] Central African Republic60,000[citation needed] Chile60,000[6] Spain60,000[11] Mexico50,000[6] India50,000Ivory Coast44,791[12] South Africa36,500+[13]Togo32,000[6] France30,000[14]Gabon24,000[6][15] Ireland20,559[15] Netherlands20,000[6] Austrial9,286[16] United Arab
Emirates16,000[6]Sweden11,326[17] Brazil8,101[18]Burkina Faso5,000[6] Kuwait5,000[6]Mozambiqueb5,000[6] Australia4,519[19]Liberia4,000[6]Mali4,000[6] Qatar4,000[6] Portugal3,000[20]Finland4,853[6] Greece3,000[21] Japan3,000[6]Bahrain2,000[6]Senegal2,000[6]South Korea2,000[6] Norway1,780[22] Belgium1,636[16]LanguagesNigerian
English, regional languagesReligionlslam, Christianity, Traditional African religionsThe template Culture of Nigeria is being considered for merging.This article is part of a series inCulture of NigeriaSocietyNigeriansHistoryLanguagesHolidaysReligionTopicsArchitectureCinemaCuisineFestivalsLiteratureMediaNewspapersTelevisionMusicSportsVideo
gamingSymbolsFlagCoat of armsAnthemMiss NigeriaWorld Heritage SitesReligion and folklorelslamChristianityJudaismIgbo JewslIrreligionSecularismFolk beliefsArtArtsIgho-UkwuKingdom of BeninYorubaArchitectureCuisine]Jollof riceAfangAbachaAmalaEbaEdikang ikongOwoPounded yamUkodoEgusiPuff-puffFestivalsIlguelkejilmo AwkaGolibeNew
Yam FestivalsOlokunOmabeSangoUmatuOronnaliteratureHausaYorubalghoEdoEfikOnitsha MarketThird Generation of Nigerian writers Nigeria portalvteNigerians or the Nigerian people are citizens of Nigeria or people with ancestry from Nigeria.[23] The name Nigeria was derived from the Niger River running through the country. This name was
allegedly coined in the late 19th century by British journalist Flora Shaw, who later married Baron Frederick Lugard, a British colonial administrator.[24] Nigeria is composed of various ethnic groups and cultures and the term Nigerian refers to a citizenship-based civic nationality.[23] Nigerians are derived from over 250 ethno-linguistic groups.[25]
Though there are multiple ethnic groups in Nigeria, economic factors result in significant mobility of Nigerians of multiple ethnic and religious backgrounds to reside in territories in Nigeria that are outside their ethnic or religious background, resulting in the mixing of the various ethnic and religious groups, especially in Nigeria's cities.[26] The
English language is the lingua franca of Nigerians.[27] Nigeria is divided roughly in half between Muslims, who live mostly in the north, and Christians, who live mostly in the south; indigenous religions, such as those native to the Ibibio, Efik, Igho and Yoruba ethnicities, are in the minority.[28]See also: List of ethnic groups in NigeriaNigerians come
from multiple ethnic, cultural and religious backgrounds as the founding of Nigeria was the outcome of a colonial creation by the British Empire.[27]Further information: History of NigeriaThere have been several major historical kingdoms and states in Nigeria that have influenced Nigerian society through their kings and their legal and taxation
systems, and the use of religion to legitimize the power of the king and to unite the people.[29] Northern Nigeria has been culturally influenced by Islam, including several major historic Islamic states in the region.[29] The Songhai Empire, Kanem-Bornu Empire and the Sokoto Caliphate were major historical Islamic states in northern Nigeria.[29]
Southern Nigeria historically held several powerful states, including the Benin Empire, Ibibio Kingdom, Efik Kingdom, Oyo Empire, and Aro Confederacy.[29]Nigerian culture was profoundly affected by the British colonial rule.[30] Such as British colonial authority's denouncement and attacks upon polygamy, trial by ordeal, and certain types of
sacrifices.[30] At the same time, British colonial authorities maintained and promoted traditional Nigerian culture that strengthened colonial administration.[30] The British spread Christianity throughout southern Nigeria and Christian missionaries assisted British authorities in establishing a Western-style education system in Nigeria that resulted in
the teaching of English language in Nigeria and its subsequent adoption as Nigeria's main language.[30] The British replaced unpaid household labor with wage labour.[30] Prior to colonisation in the twentieth century, Nigeria's tribes usually possessed the land as a community, such that land could not be bought or sold.[25] Colonisation brought the
notion of individuals owning land and the commercialisation of land began.[25]Hausa Fulani Nigerian women, wearing traditional clothingNigerians shopping in a mall in LagosYoruba Nigerian men of Kwara origin, wearing traditional clothing and playing drumsHorseman at the Kano Durbar festivallgho Nigerian men, wearing the modern Isiagu with
traditional Ighbo men's hatAn Igbo man in his cultural attireAn Eyo Iga Olowe Salaye masquerade jumpingMap of west Africa, showing Nigeria in dark greenA view of lokoja on top of hill Mount Patti. Kogi stateIn Nigeria, more than fifty percent of Nigerians live in villages of two different types: the first type used by the Igbo, Ibibio and Tiv involves a
collection of dispersed compounds while the second type used amongst the Hausa-Fulani, Yoruba, and Kanuri involves nuclei of compounds.[31] These villages compose members of the ethnicity-related through ancestry as well as strangers who have been assimilated into the ethnicity.[31] Since the time prior to colonisation to the present it has been
a common practice of Nigeria's tribes to adopt strangers into the tribes.[25] A male elder in the community commonly serves as a village chief or head.[31]In the large cities of Nigeria, there is a substantial intermingling of Nigerians with foreigners, especially Europeans, Lebanese, and Indians.[26] The economic importance of Nigeria's cities has
resulted in migrations of people from their traditional ethnic or cultural homeland to cities outside those territories.[26] Igho, Hausa-Fulani and Ibibio people have commonly migrated to Lagos and many southerners migrate to the north to trade or work while a number of northern seasonal workers and small-scale entrepreneurs go to the south.
[26]Further information: Religion in NigeriaThere are two main religions in Nigeria, which are Christianity and Islam, they have both made significant impact on the making of African societies, and played significant roles in such a multi-religious country like Nigeria.[32] There are also other religions practised in Nigeria.[33]Muslim 53.5%
[33]Christian 45.9%[33]0ther 0.6%[33]Ethnic, religious, and regional disputes and tensions have commonly divided Nigerians on political issues.[34] In particular, cultural and political divisions between the Muslim north and the Christian south has politicised religion and caused significant political disputes in Nigeria.[34] Ethnic-motivated and
religious-motivated violence by extremists has increased these tensions as well.[27]However, despite instances of extremism, most Nigerians continue to peacefully coexist, and a common Nigerian identity has been fostered amongst the more educated and affluent Nigerians as well as with the many Nigerians who leave small homogeneous ethnic
communities to seek economic opportunities in the cities where the population is ethnically mixed.[27] Although there are cultural divisions amongst Nigerians, the English language is commonly used as their primary language.[27] Also, most Nigerians share a strong commitment to individual liberties and democracy.[27] Even during periods of
military rule, such military governments were pressured to maintain democratic stances by the Nigerian people.[27] Nigeria's political figures are commonly known as multiple indigenous languages outside their own indigenous language.[27]Nigeria portalBritish NigerianDemographics of NigeriaNigerian AmericansList of Nigerians”™ "EXCLUSIVE:
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People of Nigeria at Wikimedia CommonsOfficial website Government of Nigeria - PeopleThe template Culture of Nigeria is being considered for merging.Retrieved from " in West AfricaThis article is about the country. For other uses, see Nigeria (disambiguation).Not to be confused with the neighbouring country Niger."Naij" redirects here. For the
language sometimes referred to by the same name, see Nigerian Pidgin.Federal Republic of NigeriaJamhuriyar Tarayyar Najeriya(Hausa)hjk hnz Najry(Igbo)Orl-d Olmniira pap Njr(Yoruba) Flag Coat of arms Motto:"Unity and Faith, Peace and Progress"Anthem:"Nigeria, We Hail Thee" Show globeShow map of AfricaCapitalAbuja94N 729E / 9.067N
7.483E / 9.067; 7.483Largest cityLagosOfficiallanguagesEnglishNational languagesList[1][a] Hausa Yoruba IghboRegional languages[2]Over 525 languages[3]Ethnicgroups (2018)[4]130% Hausal5.5% Yorubal5.2% Igho6% Fulani2.4% Tiv2.4% Kanuril.8% Ibibio1.8% Ijaw24.9% otherReligion See Religion in
NigeriaDemonymNigerianGovernmentFederal presidential republicPresident Bola TinubuVice President Kashim ShettimaSenate President Godswill AkpabioHouse Speaker Tajudeen AbbasChief Justice Kudirat Kekere-EkunLegislatureNational AssemblyUpper houseSenateLower houseHouse of RepresentativesIndependencefrom the United
KingdomNorthern Nigeria Protectorate 1 January 1900Southern Nigeria Protectorate 1 January 1900Unification of Nigeria 1 January 1914Declared independent as a sovereign state 1 October 1960Became a republic 1 October 1963Current constitution 29 May 1999Area Total923,769km?2 (356,669sqmi) (31st)Water(%)1.4Population2024 estimate
236,747,130[5] (6th)Density249.8/km2 (647.0/sqmi) (57th)GDP(PPP)2025estimateTotal $2.254 trillion[6] (19th)Per capita $9,488[6] (135th)GDP(nominal)2025estimateTotal $285.003 billion[6] (52nd)Per capita $1,200[6] (173rd)Gini(2020)35.1[7Jmedium inequalityHDI(2023)0.560[8medium(164th)CurrencyNaira () (NGN)Time zoneUTC+01:00
(WAT)Date formatdd/mm/yyyyCalling code+234ISO 3166 codeNGInternet TLD.ngNigeria,[b] officially the Federal Republic of Nigeria, is a country in West Africa.[10] It is situated between the Sahel to the north and the Gulf of Guinea in the Atlantic Ocean to the south. It covers an area of 923,769 square kilometres (356,669sgmi). With a population
of more than 236 million, it is the most populous country in Africa, and the world's sixth-most populous country. Nigeria borders Niger in the north, Chad in the northeast, Cameroon in the east, and Benin in the west. Nigeria is a federal republic comprising 36 states and the Federal Capital Territory, where its capital, Abuja, is located. The largest
city in Nigeria by population is Lagos, one of the largest metropolitan areas in the world and the largest in Africa.Nigeria has been home to several indigenous material cultures, pre-colonial states and kingdoms since the second millennium BC. The Nok culture, c.1500 BC, marks one of the earliest known civilisations in the region.[11] The Hausa
Kingdoms inhabited the north, with the Edo Kingdom of Benin in the south, Igbo Kingdom of Nri in the southeast and in the southwest, the Oyo Empire. The present day territory of Nigeria was home to a vast array of city-states.[12]:136 In the early 19th century the Fula jihads culminated in the Sokoto Caliphate. The modern state originated with
British colonialization in the 19th century, taking its present territorial shape with the merging of the Southern Nigeria Protectorate and the Northern Nigeria Protectorate in 1914. The British set up administrative and legal structures and incorporated traditional monarchs as a form of indirect rule.[13] Nigeria became a formally independent
federation on 1 October 1960. It experienced a civil war from 1967 to 1970, followed by a succession of military dictatorships and democratically elected civilian governments until achieving a stable government in the 1999 Nigerian presidential election.Nigeria is a multinational state inhabited by more than 250 ethnic groups speaking 500 distinct
languages, all identifying with a wide variety of cultures.[14][15][16] The three largest ethnic groups are the Hausa in the north, Yoruba in the west, and Igbo in the east, together constituting over 60% of the total population.[17] The official language is English, chosen to facilitate linguistic unity at the national level.[18] Nigeria's constitution ensures
de jure freedom of religion,[19] and it is home to some of the world's largest Muslim and Christian populations.[20] Nigeria is divided roughly in half between Muslims, who live mostly in the north part of the country, and Christians, who live mostly in the south; indigenous religions, such as those native to the Igho and Yoruba ethnicities, are in the
minority.[21]Nigeria is a regional power in Africa and a middle power in international affairs. Nigeria's economy is the fourth-largest in Africa, the 52nd-largest in the world by nominal GDP, and 19th-largest by PPP. Nigeria is often referred to as the Giant of Africa by its citizens due to its large population and economy,[22] and is considered to be an
emerging market by the World Bank. Nigeria is a founding member of the African Union and a member of many international organisations, including the United Nations, the Commonwealth of Nations, NAM,[23] the Economic Community of West African States, Organisation of Islamic Cooperation and OPEC. It is one of the Next Eleven economies,
and also a member, along with Mexico, Indonesia, and Turkey, of the MINT group.The name Nigeria derives from the Niger River running through the country. This name was coined on 8 January 1897, by the British journalist Flora Shaw. The neighbouring Republic of Niger takes its name from the same river. The origin of the name Niger, which
originally applied to only the middle reaches of the Niger River, is uncertain. The word is likely an alteration of the Tuareg name egerew n-igerewen used by inhabitants along the middle reaches of the river around Timbuktu before 19th-century European colonialism.[24][25] Before Flora Shaw suggested the name Nigeria, other proposed names
included Royal Niger Company Territories, Central Sudan, Niger Empire, Niger Sudan, and Hausa Territories.[26]Main articles: History of Nigeria and Timeline of Nigerian historyMain article: Prehistory of NigeriaNok sculpture, terracottaKainji Dam excavations showed ironworking by the 2nd century BC. The transition from Neolithic times to the
Iron Age was accomplished without intermediate bronze production. Some have suggested the technology moved west from the Nile Valley. But the Iron Age in the Niger River valley and the forest region appears to predate the introduction of metallurgy in the upper savanna by more than 800 years, as well as predating it in the Nile Valley. More
recent research suggests that iron metallurgy was developed independently in Africa.[27][28][29][30]The Nok civilisation thrived between 1,500 BC and AD 200. It produced life-sized terracotta figures that are some of the earliest known sculptures in Africa[31][32][33][34][35] and smelted iron by about 550 BC and possibly a few centuries earlier.
[271[28]1[29] Evidence of iron smelting has also been excavated at sites in the Nsukka region of southeast Nigeria: dating to 2000 BC at the site of Lejja[36] and to 750 BC at the site of Opi.Main article: History of Nigeria before 1500The Kano Chronicle highlights an ancient history dating to around 999 AD of the Hausa Sahelian city-state of Kano,
with other major Hausa cities (or Hausa Bakwai) of Daura, Biram, Katsina, Kingdom of Zazzau, Rano, and Gobir all having recorded histories dating back to the 10th century. With the spread of Islam from the 7th century AD, the area became known as Sudan or as Bilad Al Sudan (English: Land of the Blacks). Since the populations were partially
affiliated with the Arab Muslim culture of North Africa, they began trans-Saharan trade and were referred to by the Arabic speakers as Al-Sudan (meaning "The Blacks") as they were considered an extended part of the Muslim world. There are early historical references by medieval Arab and Muslim historians and geographers which refer to the
KanemBornu Empire as the region's major centre for Islamic civiliaation.[citation needed]The Kingdom of Nri of the Igho people consolidated in the 10th century and continued until it lost its sovereignty to the British in 1911.[37][38] Nri was ruled by the Eze Nri, and the city of Nri is considered to be the foundation of Igbo culture. Nri and Aguleri,
where the Igbo creation myth originates, are in the territory of the Umeuri clan. Members of the clan trace their lineages back to the patriarchal king-figure Eri.[39] In West Africa, the oldest bronzes made using the lost wax process were from Igbo-Ukwu, a city under Nri influence.[37]Royal Benin ivory mask, one of Nigeria's most recognised
artifacts. Benin Empire, 16th century.The Yoruba kingdoms of Ife and Oyo in southwestern Nigeria became prominent in the 12th[40][41] and 14th[42] centuries, respectively. The oldest signs of human settlement at Ife's current site date back to the 9th century,[40] and its material culture includes terracotta and bronze figures.Further information:
History of Nigeria (15001800)In the 16th century, Portuguese explorers were the first Europeans to begin important, direct trade with the peoples of southern Nigeria, at the port they named Lagos (formerly Eko) and in Calabar along the region Slave Coast. Europeans traded goods with peoples at the coast; coastal trade with Europeans also marked
the beginnings of the Atlantic slave trade.[43] The port of Calabar on the historical Bight of Biafra (now commonly referred to as the Bight of Bonny) became one of the largest slave-trading posts in West Africa in this era. Other major slaving ports were located in Badagry, Lagos on the Bight of Benin, and Bonny Island on the Bight of Biafra.[43][44]
The majority of those taken to these ports were captured in raids and wars.[45] Usually, the captives were taken back to the conquerors' territory as forced labour; they were sometimes gradually acculturated and absorbed into the conquerors' society. Slave routes were established throughout Nigeria linking the hinterland areas with the major
coastal ports. Some of the more prolific slave-trading kingdoms who participated in the Atlantic slave trade were linked with the Edo's Benin Empire in the south, Oyo Empire in the southwest, and the Aro Confederacy in the southeast.[43][44] Benin's power lasted between the 15th and 19th centuries.[46] Oyo, at its territorial zenith in the late 17th
to early 18th centuries, extended its influence from western Nigeria to modern-day Togo.Depiction of Benin City by a Dutch illustrator in 1668. The wall-like structure in the centre probably represents the walls of Benin, housing the Benin bronze decorated historic Benin City Palace.In the north, the incessant fighting amongst the Hausa city-states
and the decline of the Bornu Empire allowed the Fulani people to gain headway into the region. Until this point, the Fulani, a nomadic ethnic group, primarily traversed the semi-desert Sahelian region north of Sudan with cattle and avoided trade and intermingling with the Sudanic peoples. At the beginning of the 19th century, Usman dan Fodio led a
successful jihad against the Hausa Kingdoms, founding the centralised Sokoto Caliphate. This empire, with Arabic as its official language, grew rapidly under his rule and that of his descendants, who sent out invading armies in every direction. The vast landlocked empire connected the east with the western Sudan region and made inroads down
south conquering parts of the Oyo Empire (modern-day Kwara), and advanced towards the Yoruba heartland of Ibadan, to reach the Atlantic Ocean. The territory controlled by the empire included much of modern-day northern and central Nigeria. The sultan sent out emirs to establish suzerainty over the conquered territories and promote Islamic
civilisation; the emirs in turn became increasingly rich and powerful through trade and slavery. By the 1890s, the largest slave population in the world, about two million, was concentrated in the territories of the Sokoto Caliphate. The use of slave labour was extensive, especially in agriculture.[47] By the time of its break-up in 1903 into various
European colonies, the Sokoto Caliphate was one of the largest pre-colonial African states.[48]A changing legal imperative (the outlawing of the Atlantic slave trade in 1807) and economic imperative (a desire for political and social stability) led most European powers to support the widespread cultivation of agricultural products, such as the palm, for
use in European industry. The slave trade continued after the ban, as illegal smugglers purchased slaves along the coast from native slavers. Britain's West Africa Squadron sought to intercept the smugglers at sea. The rescued slaves were taken to Freetown, a colony in West Africa originally established by Lieutenant John Clarkson for the
resettlement of slaves freed by Britain in North America after the American Revolutionary War.Main articles: Colonial Nigeria and Federation of NigeriaFlag of the Lagos ColonyBritain intervened in the Lagos kingship power struggle by bombarding Lagos in 1851, deposing the slave-trade-friendly Oba Kosoko, helping to install the amenable Oba
Akitoye and signing the Treaty between Great Britain and Lagos on 1January 1852. Britain annexed Lagos as a crown colony in August 1861 with the Lagos Treaty of Cession. British missionaries expanded their operations and travelled further inland. In 1864, Samuel Ajayi Crowther became the first African bishop of the Anglican Church.[49] In 1885,
British claims to a West African sphere of influence received recognition from other European nations at the Berlin Conference. The following year, it chartered the Royal Niger Company under the leadership of Sir George Taubman Goldie. By the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the company had vastly succeeded in subjugating the independent
southern kingdoms along the Niger River, the British conquered Benin in 1897, and, in the Anglo-Aro War (19011902), defeated other opponents. The defeat of these states opened up the Niger area to British rule. In 1900, the company's territory came under the direct control of the British government and established the Southern Nigeria
Protectorate as a British protectorate and part of the British Empire.The Lord and Lady Lugard, 1908By 1902, the British had begun plans to move north into the Sokoto Caliphate. British General Lord Frederick Lugard was tasked by the Colonial Office to implement the agenda. Lugard used rivalries between many of the emirs in the southern reach
of the caliphate and the central Sokoto administration to prevent any defence as he worked towards the capital. As the British approached the city of Sokoto, Sultan Muhammadu Attahiru I organised a quick defence of the city and fought the advancing British-led forces. The British force quickly won, sending Attahiru I and thousands of followers on a
Mahdist hijra. In the northeast, the decline of the Bornu Empire gave rise to the British-controlled Borno Emirate which established Abubakar Garbai of Borno as ruler.Emir of Kano with cavalry, 1911In 1903, the British victory in the Battle of Kano gave them a logistical edge in pacifying the heartland of the Sokoto Caliphate and parts of the former
Bornu Empire. On 13 March 1903, at the grand market square of Sokoto, the last vizier of the caliphate officially conceded to British rule. The British appointed Muhammadu Attahiru II as the new caliph. Lugard abolished the caliphate but retained the title sultan as a symbolic position in the newly organised Northern Nigeria Protectorate. This
remnant became known as "Sokoto Sultanate Council". In June 1903, the British defeated the remaining northern forces of Attahiru. The caliphate forces in the south continued to resist the British and Germans in the Adamawa Wars. By 1906, resistance to British rule in the area had been quelled.On 1 January 1914, the British formally united the
Southern Nigeria Protectorate and the Northern Nigeria Protectorate into the Colony and Protectorate of Nigeria. Administratively, Nigeria remained divided into the Northern and Southern Protectorates and Lagos Colony. Inhabitants of the southern region sustained more interaction, economic and cultural, with the British and other Europeans
owing to the coastal economy.[50] Christian missions established Western educational institutions in the protectorates. Under Britain's policy of indirect rule and validation of Islamic legitimist tradition, the Crown did not encourage the operation of Christian missions in the northern, Islamic part of the country.[51]By the mid-20th century following
World War II, a wave for independence was sweeping across Africa, in response to the growth of Nigerian nationalism and demands for independence, successive constitutions legislated by the British government moved Nigeria toward self-government on a representative and increasingly federal basis. By the eve of independence in 1960, regional
differences in modern educational access were marked. The legacy, though less pronounced, continues to the present day. The balance between north and south was also expressed in Nigeria's political life. For instance, northern Nigeria did not outlaw slavery until 1936 whilst in other parts of Nigeria, slavery was abolished soon after colonialism.[52]
[44]1953 postage stamp with portrait of Queen Elizabeth [INnamdi Azikiwe, first President of Nigeria (19631966)Nigeria gained a degree of self-rule in 1954, and full independence from the United Kingdom on 1 October 1960, as the Federation of Nigeria with Abubakar Tafawa Balewa as its Prime Minister, while retaining the British monarch,
Elizabeth II, as nominal head of state and Queen of Nigeria. Nnamdi Azikiwe replaced the colonial governor-general in November 1960. At independence, the cultural and political differences were sharp among Nigeria's dominant ethnic groups: the Hausa in the north, Igbo in the east, and Yoruba in the west.[53] The Westminster system of
government was retained, and thus the President's powers were generally ceremonial.[54] The parliamentary system of government had Abubakar Tafawa Balewa as Prime Minister and Nnamdi Azikiwe as the ceremonial president. The founding government was a coalition of conservative parties: the Northern People's Congress led by Sir Ahmadu
Bello, a party dominated by Muslim northerners, and the Igho and Christian-dominated National Council of Nigeria and the Cameroons led by Nnamdi Azikiwe. The opposition consisted of the comparatively liberal Action Group, which was largely dominated by the Yoruba and led by Obafemi Awolowo. An imbalance was created in the polity as a result
of the 1961 plebiscite. Southern Cameroons opted to join the Republic of Cameroon while Northern Cameroons chose to join Nigeria. The northern part of the country became larger than the southern part.Abubakar Tafawa Balewa, Nigeria's first Prime Minister during the 1st Republic. Main articles: First Nigerian Republic and Nigerian Civil WarAt
Nigeria's independence, the Northern Region gained more seats in parliament than the southerner Eastern and Western regions combinedthis would cement Northern dominance in Nigerian politics for years to come. Resentment among southern politicians precipitated into political chaos in the country. Obafemi Awolowo, Premier of Western Region,
was accused of attempting to overthrow the government. This followed a period of conflict between the AG regional government and the central government. In spite of the flimsiness of the evidence presented by the government's prosecutors, he was convicted. With incarceration of Awolowo, Samuel Akintola took over as the premier of Western
Region. Because Akintola was an ally of Ahmadu Bello, the undisputed strong man of Nigeria, Akintola was criticised as being a tool of the North.[55] As premier of the West, Akintola presided over the most chaotic era in Western Regionone which earned it the nickname "the Wild-Wild West". However, as late as Thursday, 13 January 1966, Balewa
had announced that the federal government was not going to intervene in the West.[56] However, the very next day, Akintola, premier of the West met with his ally Ahmadu Bello, the Sardauna of Sokoto, premier of the North and party boss of NPC party to which Balewa belonged.[57] At the same time a top-level security conference in Lagos was
taking place which was attended by most of the country's senior army officiers. All of this activity created rumours that the Balewa government would be forced to crack down on lawlessness in the West using military might.[57]The disequilibrium and perceived corruption of the electoral and political process led to two military coups in 1966. The first
coup was in January 1966 and was led mostly by soldiers under Majors Emmanuel Ifeajuna (of the Igbo tribe), Chukwuma Kaduna Nzeogwu (Northerner of Eastern extraction) and Adewale Ademoyega (a Yoruba from the West). The coup plotters succeeded in assassinating Sir Ahmadu Bello and Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa alongside prominent
leaders of the Northern Region and Premier Samuel Akintola of the Western Region, but the plotters struggled to form a central government. Senate President Nwafor Orizu handed over government control to the Army, under the command of another Igbo officer, Major General[58] Johnson Aguiyi-Ironsi. Later, the counter-coup of 1966, supported
primarily by Northern military officers, facilitated the rise of Yakubu Gowon as military head of state. Tension rose between north and south; Igbos in northern cities suffered persecution and many fled to the Eastern Region.[59]The Republic of Biafra in June 1967, when it declared its independence from the rest of Nigerialn May 1967, Governor of
the Eastern Region Lt. Colonel Emeka Ojukwu declared the region independent from the federation as a state called the Republic of Biafra, as a result of the continuous and systematically planned attacks against Igbos and those of Eastern extraction popularly known as 1966 pogroms.[60][61] This declaration precipitated the Nigerian Civil War,
which began as the official Nigerian government side attacked Biafra on 6 July 1967, at Garkem. The 30-month war, with a long blockade of Biafra and its isolation from trade and international relief, ended in January 1970.[62] Estimates of the number of dead in the former Eastern Region during the 30-month civil war range from one to three million.
[63] Britain and the Soviet Union were the main military backers of the Nigerian government, with Nigeria utilising air support from Egyptian pilots provided by Gamal Abdel Nasser,[64][65] while France and Israel aided the Biafrans. The Congolese government, under President Joseph-Dsir Mobutu, took an early stand on the Biafran secession,
voicing strong support for the Nigerian federal government[66] and deploying thousands of troops to fight against the secessionists.[67][68]The blockade of Biafra during the Nigerian Civil War (19671970) resulted in a famine that ultimately cost at least a million livesFollowing the war, Nigeria enjoyed an oil boom in the 1970s, during which the
country joined OPEC and received huge oil revenues. Despite these revenues, the military government did little to improve the standard of living, help small and medium businesses, or invest in infrastructure. As oil revenues fuelled the rise of federal subsidies to states, the federal government became the centre of political struggle and the threshold
of power in the country. As oil production and revenue rose, the Nigerian government became increasingly dependent on oil revenues and international commodity markets for budgetary and economic concerns.[69]The coup in July 1975, led by Generals Shehu Musa Yar'Adua and Joseph Garba, ousted Gowon,[70] who fled to Britain.[71] The coup
plotters wanted to replace Gowon's autocratic rule with a triumvirate of three brigadier generals whose decisions could be vetoed by a Supreme Military Council. For this triumvirate, they convinced General Murtala Muhammed to become military head of state, with General Olusegun Obasanjo as his second-in-command, and General Theophilus
Danjuma as the third.[72] Together, the triumvirate introduced austerity measures to stem inflation, established a Corrupt Practices Investigation Bureau, replaced all military governors with new officers, and launched "Operation Deadwood" through which they fired 11,000 officials from the civil service.[73]Colonel Buka Suka Dimka launched a
February 1976 coup attempt,[74] during which General Murtala Muhammed was assassinated. Dimka lacked widespread support among the military, and his coup failed, forcing him to flee.[75] After the coup attempt, General Olusegun Obasanjo was appointed military head of state.[76] Obasanjo vowed to continue Murtala's policies.[77] Aware of
the danger of alienating northern Nigerians, Obasanjo brought General Shehu Yar'Adua as his replacement and second-in-command as Chief of Staff, Supreme Headquarters completing the military triumvirate, with Obasanjo as head of state and General Theophilus Danjuma as Chief of Army Staff, the three went on to re-establish control over the
military regime and organised the military's transfer of power programme: states creation and national delimitation, local government reforms and the constitutional drafting committee for a new republic.[78]Main articles: Military dictatorship in Nigeria and Military coups in NigeriaThe military carefully planned the return to civilian rule putting in
place measures to ensure that political parties had broader support than witnessed during the first republic. In 1979, five political parties competed in a series of elections in which Alhaji Shehu Shagari of the National Party of Nigeria (NPN) was elected president. All five parties won representation in the National Assembly. On 1 October 1979,
Shehu Shagari was sworn in as the first President and Commander-in-Chief of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. Obasanjo peacefully transferred power to Shagari, becoming the first head of state in Nigerian history to willingly step down.Shehu Shagari was the first elected President of Nigeria from 1979 to 1983.In August 1983, Shagari and the NPN
were returned to power in a landslide victory, with a majority of seats in the National Assembly and control of 12 state governments. But the elections were marred by violence, and allegations of widespread vote-rigging and electoral malfeasance led to legal battles over the results. There were also uncertainties, such as in the first republic, that
political leaders may be unable to govern properly.The 1983 military coup d'tat was coordinated by key officers of the Nigerian military and led to the overthrow of the government and the installation of Major General Muhammadu Buhari as head of state. The military coup of Muhammadu Buhari shortly after the regime's re-election in 1984 was
generally viewed as a positive development.[79] Ibrahim Babangida overthrew Buhari in the coup d'tat of 1985. Babangida established the Nigerian Political Bureau in 1986 which made recommendations for the transition to the Third Nigerian Republic. In 1989, Babangida started making plans for the transition to the Third Nigerian Republic.
Babangida survived the 1990 Nigerian coup d'tat attempt, then postponed a promised return to democracy to 1992.[80]Abdulsalami Abubakar, military ruler in 1998 saw the return to democracy in 1999Babangida legalised the formation of political parties and formed the two-party system with the Social Democratic Party and National Republican
Convention ahead of the 1992 general elections. He urged all Nigerians to join either of the parties, which Chief Bola Ige referred to as "two leper hands". The 1993 presidential election held on 12 June was the first since the military coup of 1983. The results, though not officially declared by the National Electoral Commission, showed the duo of
Moshood Abiola and Baba Gana Kingibe of the Social Democratic Party defeated Bashir Tofa and Sylvester Ugoh of the National Republican Convention by over 2.3million votes. However, Babangida annulled the elections, leading to massive civilian protests that effectively shut down the country for weeks. In August 1993, Babangida finally kept his
promise to relinquish power to a civilian government but not before appointing Ernest Shonekan head of an interim national government.[81] Babangida's regime has been considered the most corrupt and responsible for creating a culture of corruption in Nigeria.[82]Shonekan's interim government, the shortest in the political history of the country,
was overthrown in a coup d'tat of 1993 led by General Sani Abacha, who used military force on a wide scale to end the crisis of the Third Republic. In 1995, Abacha's regime hanged environmentalist Ken Saro-Wiwa on trumped-up charges in the deaths of four Ogoni elders, which caused Nigerian's suspension from the Commonwealth. Lawsuits under
the American Alien Tort Statute against Royal Dutch Shell and Brian Anderson, the head of Shell's Nigerian operation, settled out of court.[83] Several hundred million dollars in accounts traced to Abacha were discovered in 1999.[84] The regime came to an end in 1998 when the dictator died in the villa. Abacha looted money to offshore accounts in
Western European banks and maintained his grip on power through arrests and bribing generals and politicians. His successor, General Abdulsalami Abubakar, adopted a new constitution on 5 May 1999, which provided for multiparty elections.Main article: Fourth Nigerian RepublicOlusegun Obasanjo served as president of Nigeria from 1999 to
2007.0n 29 May 1999, Abubakar handed over power to the winner of the 1999 presidential election, former military ruler General Olusegun Obasanjo, as President of Nigeria. Obasanjo had been in prison under the dictatorship of Abacha. Obasanjo's inauguration heralded the beginning of the Fourth Nigerian Republic,[85] ending a 39-year period of
short-lived democracies, civil war and military dictatorship. Although the elections that brought Obasanjo to power and allowed him to run for a second term in the 2003 presidential elections were condemned as unfree and unfair, Nigeria made significant progress in democratisation under Obasanjo.[86]In the 2007 general elections, Umaru Yar'Adua
of the People's Democratic Party came to power. The international community, which had observed the Nigerian elections to promote a free and fair process, condemned these elections as seriously flawed.[87] Yar'Adua died on 5 May 2010, and Vice President Goodluck Jonathan had been sworn in by the Senate three months earlier as acting
president to succeed Yar'Adua.[88][89] Jonathan won the 2011 presidential election; the polls went smoothly and with relatively little violence or electoral fraud.[90] Jonathan's tenure saw an economic recovery that made Nigeria the leading economic power in Africa.[91][92] The Jonathan administration also saw an increase in unparalleled
corruption, with as many as 20 billion US dollars said to have been lost to the Nigerian state through the national oil company. Above all, however, Jonathan's tenure saw the emergence of a wave of terror by the Boko Haram insurgency, including the Gwoza massacre and Chibok schoolgirls kidnapping in 2014.[93]Chief Bola Tinubu is currently
serving as President of Nigeria since 29 May 2023.Ahead of the general election of 2015, a merger of the biggest opposition parties in Nigeria the Action Congress of Nigeria, the Congress for Progressive Change, the All Nigeria Peoples Party, a faction of the All Progressives Grand Alliance and the new PDP (a faction of serving governors of the
ruling People's Democratic Party) formed the All Progressives Congress led by current president Bola Ahmed Tinubu. At the time, it was the most expensive election ever to be held on the African continent (being surpassed only by the elections of 2019 and 2023). The new mega-opposition party chose as their candidate for the election former military
dictator Muhammadu Buhari. Buhari's campaign in 2015 was popular and built around his image as a staunch anti-corruption fighterhe won the election by over two million votes. Observers generally praised the election as being fair.[94][95][96][97] The election marked the first time an incumbent president had lost re-election in Nigeria. In the 2019
presidential election, Buhari was re-elected.[98]Four major candidates, amongst other less popular candidates, vied for the presidency in the 2023 presidential election. For the first time since the return of democracy, no former military ruler ran for president, marking a strengthening of democracy and faith in the multiparty constitution. The election
also saw the rise of metonymic supporters of the new candidates, the Obidient movement of Peter Obi, previously governor of Anambra State, widely appealed to young, urban voters and has his core base in the Southeast;[99] and the Kwankwassiya of Rabiu Kwankwaso, former governor of Kano State in the Northwest.[100]Bola Tinubu, of the ruling
party, won the disputed election with 36.61% of the vote,[101] but both runners-up claimed victory and litigation is ongoing in an election tribunal.[102] Bola Tinubu's inauguration was held on 29 May 2023.[103] Widespread kidnapping in Nigeria continued.[104] On 29 May 2024, Tinubu signed into law an act reinstating Nigeria, We Hail Theethe
country's national anthem from 1960 to 1978as the official anthem, replacing Arise, O Compatriots.Main articles: Geography of Nigeria, Climate change in Nigeria, Geology of Nigeria, and Wildlife of NigeriaTopography of NigeriaNigeria is located in western Africa on the Gulf of Guinea and has a total area of 923,768km?2 (356,669sqmi),[105] making
it the world's 32nd-largest country. Its borders span 4,047 kilometres (2,515mi), and it shares borders with Benin (773km or 480mi), Niger (1,497km or 930mi), Chad (87km or 54mi), and Cameroon (including the separatist Ambazonia) 1,690km or 1,050mi. Its coastline is at least 853km (530mi).[106] Nigeria lies between latitudes 4 and 14N, and
longitudes 2 and 15E. The highest point in Nigeria is Chappal Waddi at 2,419m (7,936ft). The main rivers are the Niger and the Benue, which converge and empty into the Niger Delta. This is one of the world's largest river deltas and the location of a large area of Central African mangroves.Nigeria's most expansive topographical region is that of the
valleys of the Niger and Benue river valleys (which merge and form a Y-shape).[107] To the southwest of the Niger is a "rugged" highland. To the southeast of the Benue are hills and mountains, which form the Mambilla Plateau, the highest plateau in Nigeria. This plateau extends through the border with Cameroon, where the montane land is part of
the Bamenda Highlands of Cameroon.Climate map of NigeriaThe far south is defined by its tropical rainforest climate, where annual rainfall is 1,500 to 2,000 millimetres (60 to 80in) per year.[108] In the southeast stands the Obudu Plateau. Coastal plains are found in both the southwest and the southeast.[107] Mangrove swamps are found along the
coast.[109]The area near the border with Cameroon close to the coast is rich rainforest and part of the Cross-Sanaga-Bioko coastal forests ecoregion, an important centre for biodiversity. It is a habitat for the drill primate, which is found in the wild only in this area and across the border in Cameroon. The areas surrounding Calabar, Cross River State,
also in this forest, are believed to contain the world's largest diversity of butterflies. The area of southern Nigeria between the Niger and the Cross Rivers has lost most of its forest because of development and harvesting by increased population and has been replaced by grassland.Everything in between the far south and the far north is savannah
(insignificant tree cover, with grasses and flowers located between trees). Rainfall is more limited to between 500 and 1,500 millimetres (20 and 60in) per year.[108] The savannah zone's three categories are Guinean forest-savanna mosaic, Sudan savannah, and Sahel savannah. Guinean forest-savanna mosaic is plains of tall grass interrupted by
trees. Sudan savannah is similar but with shorter grasses and shorter trees. Sahel savannah consists of patches of grass and sand, found in the northeast.[109]Shrinking of Lake Chad in north-eastern Nigeria, with the outline of the British Isles for size comparisonNigeria is divided into two main catchment areas that of Lake Chad and that of the
Niger. The Niger catchment area covers about 63% of the country. The main tributary of the Niger is the Benue, whose tributaries extend beyond Cameroon into Cameroon into Chad and the Sharie catchment area. In the Sahel region, rain is less than 500 millimetres (20in) per year, and the Sahara Desert is encroaching.[108] In the dry northeast
corner of the country lies Lake Chad, on a shared water boundary delimitation with Niger, Chad and Cameroon.The Chad Basin is fed from the north-eastern quarter of Nigeria. The Bauchi Plateau forms the watershed between the Niger/Benue and Komadugu Yobe river systems. The flat plains of north-eastern Nigeria are geographically part of the
Chad Basin, where the course of the El Beid River forms the border with Cameroon, from the Mandara Mountains to Lake Chad. The Komadugu Yobe river system gives rise to the internationally important Hadejia-Nguru wetlands and Ox-bow lakes around Lake Nguru in the rainy season.[110][111] Other rivers of the northeast include the Ngadda
and the Yedseram, both of which flow through the Sambisa swamps, thus forming a river system. The river system of the northeast is also a major river system.[112] In addition, Nigeria has numerous coastal rivers.Photo of Lake Chad from Apollo 7, 19680ver the last million years, Lake Chad in the far north-east of Nigeria has dried up several times
for a few thousand years and just as often growing to many times its current size. In recent decades its surface area has been reduced considerably, which may also be due to humans taking water from the inlets to irrigate agricultural land.Nigeria is covered by three types of vegetation: forests (where there is significant tree cover), savannahs
(insignificant tree cover, with grasses and flowers located between trees), and montane land (least common and mainly found in the mountains near the Cameroon border). Both the forest zone and the savannah zone are divided into three parts.[113]Some of the forest zone's most southerly portion, especially around the Niger River and Cross River
deltas, is mangrove swamp. North of this is a freshwater swamp, containing different vegetation from the saltwater mangrove swamps, and north of that is a rainforest.[113]The savannah zone's three categories are divided into Guinean forest-savanna mosaic, made up of plains of tall grass which are interrupted by trees, the most common across the
country; Sudan savannah, with short grasses and short trees; and Sahel savannah patches of grass and sand, found in the northeast.[113]The Mambilla Plateau in the North-Eastern region of NigeriaFurther information: Deforestation in Nigeria and Environmental issues in the Niger DeltaDeforestation in Nigeria 19812020[114]Waste management
including sewage treatment, the linked processes of deforestation and soil degradation, and climate change are the major environmental problems in Nigeria.Climate changeThis section is an excerpt from Climate change in Nigeria.[edit]This article may incorporate text from a large language model. It may include hallucinated information, copyright
violations, claims not verified in cited sources, original research, or fictitious references. Any such material should be removed, and content with an unencyclopedic tone should be rewritten. (August 2025) (Learn how and when to remove this message)Satellite image of Lake Chad, showing it shrinking between 1984 and 2018.Temperature change in
Nigeria, each bar represents the average temperature over that year.Climate change in Nigeria has caused increasing temperatures and rainfall variability (increasing in coastal areas and declining in continental areas) resulting in drought, desertification, rising sea levels, erosion, floods, thunderstorms, bush fires, landslides, land degradation and



more frequent, extreme weather conditions.[115] Climate change is leading to biodiversity loss, reduced food and water security, increasing poverty, conflict, displacement, economic instability and negative health outcomes in Nigeria.[116] Nigeria is highly vulnerable to and not well prepared to deal with the effects of climate change.[117] The
agricultural sector is particularly vulnerable.[118]A thick layer of Harmattan fog in Enugu State.Nigeria is in the top 25 highest greenhouse gas emitters, contributing 0.8% of the global total emissions.[119] Nigeria has committed to cut greenhouse gas emissions by 20% on its own, and by 47% if it receives international support, by 2030. The country
has also committed to net zero by 2060.[120][121] Nigeria's climate change mitigation and adaptation plans focus on agriculture and food security (through e.g.: climate-smart agriculture), forests and biodiversity, water resources, energy and infrastructure (e.g.: transitioning to renewable energies like solar), health, human settlement, industry and
commerce, transportation and communication.[122][123] While there is some discussion about necessary capacity building at the individual, group and community level to engage in climate change responses, there is less attention given to higher levels of capacity building at the state and national level.[124]DeforestationIn 2005, Nigeria had the
highest rate of deforestation in the world, according to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations.[125] That year, 12.2%, the equivalent of 11,089,000 hectares, had been forested in the country. Between 1990 and 2000, Nigeria lost an average of 409,700 hectares of forest every year equal to an average annual deforestation rate of
2.4%. Between 1990 and 2005, in total Nigeria lost 35.7% of its forest cover or around 6,145,000 hectares.[126] Nigeria had a 2019 Forest Landscape Integrity Index mean score of 6.2/10, ranking it 82nd globally out of 172 countries.[127]PollutionWaste management presents problems in a megacity like Lagos and other major Nigerian cities which
are linked with economic development, population growth and the inability of municipal councils to manage the resulting rise in industrial and domestic waste. This waste management problem is also attributable to unsustainable environmental management lifestyles of Kubwa community in the Federal Capital Territory, where there are habits of
indiscriminate disposal of waste, dumping of waste along or into the canals, sewerage systems that are channels for water flows, and the like. Haphazard industrial planning, increased urbanisation, poverty and lack of competence of the municipal government are seen as the major reasons for high levels of waste pollution in major cities of the
country. Some of the solutions have been disastrous to the environment, resulting in untreated waste being dumped in places where it can pollute waterways and groundwater.[128]Nigeria's Delta region is one of the most polluted regions in the world due to serious oil spills and other environmental problems caused by its oil industry.[129][130] The
heavy contamination of the air, ground and water with toxic pollutants is often used as an example of ecocide.[131][132][133][134][135] In additional to the environmental damage it has caused conflict in the Delta region.Illegal oil refineries, in which local operators convert stolen crude oil into petrol and diesel, are considered particularly "dirty,
dangerous and lucrative".[136] Safety and environmental aspects are usually ignored. Refining petroleum also inevitably produces heavy oil, which is "cracked" into lighter fuel components in regular plants at great technical expense. Illegal refineries do not have these technical capabilities and "dispose" of the heavy oil where it then accumulates.
The lighter components of crude oil (methane to butane, isobutane) create a certain risk of explosion, which often leads to disasters at illegal plants.[137] In 2022, Nigeria suffered 125 deaths from explosions at local, illegal refineries.[138]In 2010, thousands of people were inadvertently exposed to lead-containing soil from informal gold mining
within the northern state of Zamfara. While estimates vary, it is thought that upwards of 400 children died of acute lead poisoning, making this perhaps the largest lead poisoning fatality outbreak ever encountered.[139]Main articles: Politics of Nigeria, Political parties in Nigeria, and Elections in NigeriaCoat of arms of Nigeria in current useNigeria
is a federal republic modelled after the United States,[140] with 36 states and the capital Abuja as an independent unit. The executive power is exercised by the President. The president is both head of state and head of the federal government. The president is elected by popular vote to a maximum of two four-year terms.[141] State governors, like
the president, are elected for four years and may serve a maximum of two terms. The president's power is limited by a Senate and a House of Representatives, which are combined in a bicameral body called the National Assembly. The Senate is a 109-seat body with three members from each state and one from the capital region of Abuja; members
are elected by popular vote to four-year terms. The House contains 360 seats, with the number of seats per state determined by population.[141]The Nigerian president is elected in a modified two-round system. To be elected in the first round, a candidate must receive a majority of the votes and more than 25% of the votes in at least 24 of the 36
states.[142] If no candidate reaches this hurdle, a second round of voting takes place between the leading candidate and the next candidate who received the majority of votes in the highest number of states. By convention, presidential candidates take a running mate (candidate for the vice presidency) who is both ethnically and religiously the
opposite of themselves. There is no law prescribing this, yet all presidential candidates since the existence of the Fourth Republic until 2023 adhered to this rule.However, this principle of religious and ethnic diversity in leadership was ignored in the 2023 General Elections, where the candidate for the All Progressives Congress, Bola Ahmed Tinubu,
a Muslim, selected another Muslim, Senator Kashim Shettima, as running mate.Main article: Subdivisions of NigeriaMap of Nigeria with administrative divisionsNigeria is divided into thirty-six states and one Federal Capital Territory, which are further sub-divided into 774 local government areas. In some contexts, the states are aggregated into six
geopolitical zones: North West, North East, North Central, South West, South East, and South South.[143][144]Nigeria has five cities with a population of over a million (from largest to smallest): Lagos, Kano, Ibadan, Benin City and Port Harcourt. Lagos is the largest city in Africa, with a population of over 12 million in its urban area.[145]The south
of the country in particular is characterised by very strong urbanisation and a relatively large number of cities. According to an estimate from 2015,[146] there are 20 cities in Nigeria with more than 500,000 inhabitants, including ten cities with a population of one million.Main article: Law of NigeriaThe Constitution of Nigeria is the supreme law of
the country. There are four distinct legal systems in Nigeria, which include English law, common law, customary law, and Sharia law:English law in Nigeria consists of the collection of British laws from colonial times.Common law is the collection of authoritative judicial decisions in the field of civil law (so-called precedents) that have been handed
down in the country concerned in this case Nigeria. (This system is mainly found in Anglo-Saxon countries; in continental Europe, on the other hand, codified and, as far as possible, abstracted civil law predominates, as in the Napoleonic Code in France).[147]Customary law is derived from indigenous traditional norms and practices, including the
dispute resolution meetings of pre-colonial Yoruba land secret societies and the kp and Oknk of Igboland and Ibibioland.[148]Sharia in Nigeria (also known as Islamic Law) used to be used only in Northern Nigeria, where Islam is the predominant religion. It is also being used in Lagos State, Oyo State, Kwara State, Ogun State, and Osun State by
Muslims. Muslim penal codes are not the same in every state and they differentiate in punishment and offences according to religious affiliation (for example, alcohol consumption and distribution).The country has a judicial branch, the highest court of which is the Supreme Court of Nigeria.[149]Main article: Foreign relations of NigeriaThe Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, AbujaUpon gaining independence in 1960, Nigeria made African unity the centrepiece of its foreign policy.[150] One exception to the African focus was Nigeria's close relationship with Israel throughout the 1960s. Israel sponsored and oversaw the construction of Nigeria's parliament buildings.[151]Nigeria's foreign policy was put
to the test in the 1970s after the country emerged united from its civil war. It supported movements against white minority governments in Southern Africa. Nigeria backed the African National Congress by taking a committed tough line about the South African government. Nigeria was a founding member of the Organisation for African Unity (now
the African Union) and had tremendous influence in West Africa and Africa on the whole. Nigeria founded regional cooperative efforts in West Africa, functioning as the standard-bearer for the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and ECOMOG (especially during the Liberia and Sierra Leone civil wars).With this Africa-centred
stance, Nigeria readily sent troops to the Congo at the behest of the United Nations shortly after independence (and has maintained membership since that time). Nigeria also supported several Pan-African and pro-self-government causes in the 1970s, including garnering support for Angola's MPLA, SWAPO in Namibia, and aiding opposition to the
minority governments of Portuguese Mozambique, and Rhodesia. Nigeria retains membership in the Non-Aligned Movement. In late November 2006, it organised an Africa-South America Summit in Abuja to promote what some attendees termed "South-South" linkages on a variety of fronts.[152] Nigeria is also a member of the International Criminal
Court and the Commonwealth of Nations. It was temporarily expelled from the latter in 1995 when ruled by the Abacha regime.Nigeria has remained a key player in the international oil industry since the 1970s and maintains membership in OPEC, which it joined in July 1971. Its status as a major petroleum producer figures prominently in its
sometimes volatile international relations with developed countries, notably the United States, and with developing countries.[153]Since 2000, ChineseNigerian trade relations have risen exponentially. There has been an increase in total trade of over 10.3 billion dollars between the two nations from 2000 to 2016.[154] However, the structure of the
ChineseNigerian trade relationship has become a major political issue for the Nigerian state. Chinese exports account for around 80 per cent of total bilateral trade volumes.[155] This has resulted in a serious trade imbalance, with Nigeria importing ten times more than it exports to China.[156] Subsequently, Nigeria's economy is becoming over-
reliant on cheap imports to sustain itself, resulting in a clear decline in Nigerian industry under such arrangements.[157]Continuing its Africa-centred foreign policy, Nigeria introduced the idea of a single currency for West Africa known as the Eco under the presumption that it would be led by the naira. But on 21 December 2019, Ivorian President
Alassane Ouattara, Emmanuel Macron, and multiple other UEMOA states announced that they would merely rename the CFA franc instead of replacing the currency as originally intended.[158] As of 2021, the Eco currency has been delayed to 2027.[159]Main article: Nigerian Armed ForcesNigerian Army self-propelled anti-aircraft gunThe Nigerian
Armed Forces are the combined military forces of Nigeria. It consists of three uniformed service branches: the Nigerian Army, Nigerian Navy, and Nigerian Air Force. The President of Nigeria functions as the commander-in-chief of the armed forces, exercising his constitutional authority through the Ministry of Defence, which is responsible for the
management of the military and its personnel. The operational head of the AFN is the Chief of the Defence Staff, who is subordinate to the Nigerian Defence Minister. With a force of more than 223,000 active personnel, the Nigerian military is one of the largest uniformed combat services in Africa.[160]Nigerian Air Force Mi-24 attack
helicopterNigeria has 143,000 troops in the armed forces (army 100,000, navy 25,000, air force 18,000) and another 80,000 personnel for "gendarmerie & paramilitary" in 2020, according to the International Institute for Strategic Studies.[161] Nigeria spent just under 0.4 per cent of its economic output, or US$1.6 billion, on its armed forces in 2017.
[162][163] For 2022, US$2.26 billion has been budgeted for the Nigerian armed forces, which is just over a third of Belgium's defence budget (US$5.99 billion).[161]Main articles: Communal conflicts in Nigeria, Religious violence in Nigeria, and Nigerian bandit conflictAttacks by Boko Haram, 2011 to October 2022. Each figure represents 1,000
deaths.[164]Boko Haram and the bandit conflict have been responsible for numerous serious attacks with thousands of casualties since mid-2010. Since then, according to the Council on Foreign Relations' Nigeria Security Tracker, over 41,600 lives have been lost to this conflict (as of October 2022).[164] The United Nations refugee agency UNHCR
counts about 1.8 million internally displaced persons and about 200,000 Nigerian refugees in neighbouring countries.The Boko Haram-affected states agreed in February 2015 to establish an 8,700-strong Multinational Joint Task Force to jointly fight Boko Haram. By October 2015, Boko Haram had been driven out of all the cities it controlled and
almost all the counties in northeastern Nigeria. In 2016, Boko Haram split and in 2022, 40,000 fighters surrendered.[165] The splinter group ISWAP (Islamic State in West Africa) remains active.The fight against Boko Haram, other sectarians, and criminals, has been accompanied by increasing police attacks. The Council on Foreign Relations' Nigeria
Security Tracker counted 1,086 deaths from Boko Haram attacks and 290 deaths from police violence in the first 12 months of its establishment in May 2011. In the 12 months after October 2021, 2,193 people died from police violence and 498 from Boko Haram and ISWAP,[164] according to the NST. The Nigerian police are notorious for vigilante
justice.[164]The Niger Delta saw intense attacks on oil infrastructure in 2016 by militant groups such as the Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND), the Niger Delta People's Volunteer Force (NDPVF), the [jaw National Congress (INC) and the Pan Niger Delta Forum (PANDEF). In response, the new Buhari government pursued a
dual strategy of repression and negotiation.In late 2016, the Nigerian federal government resorted to the gambit of offering the militant groups a 4.5 billion naira (US$144 million) contract to guard oil infrastructure. Most accepted. The contract was renewed in August 2022, but led to fierce disputes among the above-mentioned groups over the
distribution of the funds. Representatives speak of "war"[166] against each other. The high propensity for violence and the pettiness of the leaders, as well as the complete absence of social and environmental arguments in this dispute[166] give rise to fears that the militant groups, despite their lofty names, have discarded responsibility for their
region and ethnic groups and have moved into the realm of protection rackets and self-enrichment. In any case, the pipelines in the Niger Delta are not very effectively "guarded" the pollution of the Niger Delta with stolen crude oil and illegally produced heavy fuel oil continued unhindered after 2016.[167]In central Nigeria, conflicts between Muslim
Hausa-Fulani herders and indigenous Christian farmers flared up again, especially in Kaduna, Plateau, Taraba and Benue states. In individual cases, these clashes have claimed several hundred lives. Conflict over land and resources is increasing due to the ongoing desertification in northern Nigeria, population growth and the generally tense
economic situation.In June 2022, a massacre took place in the St. Francis Xavier Church, in Owo. The Government blamed ISWAP for the murder of over 50 parishioners, but locals suspect Fulani herdsmen's involvement.[168]Main article: Economy of NigeriaOver 21 million residents live in Lagos, the financial epicentre of Nigeria and the most
populous urban area in AfricaNigeria's economy is the fourth largest in Africa, the 31st-largest in the world by nominal GDP, and 30th-largest by PPP. In 2022, its GDP (PPP) per capita was US$9,148,[169] which is less than South Africa, Egypt and Morocco, but slightly higher than Ghana and Ivory Coast. As of 2023, Nigeria's economy is classified as
lower-middle-income.[170]Before 1999, economic development was hindered by years of military rule, corruption, and mismanagement. In the decades thereafter, the restoration of democracy and subsequent economic reforms led to rapid growth. In 2011, Citigroup projected that Nigeria would have the highest average GDP growth in the world
between 2010 and 2050.[171]Nigeria is an economic leader in Africa in several industries, including energy, financial markets, pharmaceuticals, and entertainment. Its financial services sector is well-developed, with a mix of local and international banks, asset management companies, brokerage houses, insurance companies and brokers, private
equity funds, and investment banks.[172] After petroleum, the largest source of foreign exchange earnings for Nigeria are remittances sent home by Nigerians living abroad.[173]Nigeria also has an abundant supply of under-exploited natural resources, including coal, bauxite, tantalite, gold, tin, iron ore, limestone, niobium, lead and zinc.[174] The
country's gold production in 2015 was 8 metric tons.[175] Despite huge deposits of these natural resources, the mining industry in Nigeria is still in its infancy.Further information: Agriculture in NigeriaNigerian palm nuts put out to dryln 2021, about 23.4% of Nigeria's GDP is contributed by agriculture, forestry and fishing combined.[176] Nigeria is
the world's largest producer of cassava.[177] Additional major crops include maize, rice, millet, yam beans, and guinea corn (sorghum).[178] Cocoa is the principal agricultural export, and one of the country's most significant non-petroleum products.[179][180] Nigeria is also one of the world's top twenty exporters of natural rubber, generating $20.9
million in 2019.[181]Before the Nigerian Civil War and the oil boom, Nigeria was self-sufficient in food.[182][183][184] Agriculture used to be the principal foreign exchange earner of Nigeria.[185] Agriculture has failed to keep pace with Nigeria's rapid population growth, and Nigeria now relies upon food imports to sustain itself.[183][186] It spends
US$6.7 billion yearly for food imports, four times more than revenues from food export.[177] The Nigerian government promoted the use of inorganic fertilisers in the 1970s.[187]Nigeria's rice production increased by 10% from 2017/18 to 2021/22, reaching 5 million tonnes per year,[188] but it failed to keep up with rising demand. Consequently, rice
imports remained steady at 2 million tonnes annually. In August 2019, Nigeria closed its border with Benin and other neighbouring countries to stop rice smuggling into the country as part of efforts to boost local production.[189]Until now, Nigeria exported unhusked rice but had to import husked rice, the country's staple food. The rice mill in Imota,
near Lagos, is designed to handle the processing at home, improve the balance of trade and the labour market, and save transport and middlemen costs. When fully operational at the end of 2022, the plant, the largest south of the Sahara, is expected to employ 250,000 people and produce 2.5 million 50-kg bags of rice annually.[190]The plant was
inaugurated in 2023 with the commencement of full production.Further information: Petroleum industry in Nigeria and Oil theft in NigeriaNigeria is the 15th largest producer of petroleum in the world, the 6th largest exporter, and has the 9th largest proven reserves. Petroleum plays a large role in the Nigerian economy and politics, accounting for
about 80% of government earnings. Nigeria also has the 9th largest proven natural gas reserves estimated by OPEC; the government's value of its about 206.53 trillion cubic feet has been valued at $803.4 trillion.[191] Natural gas is seen as having the potential to unlock an economic miracle on the Niger River.[192] Nigeria each year loses to gas
flaring an estimate of US$2.5 billion,[193] and over 120,000 barrels of oil per day to crude theft in the Niger Delta, its main oil-producing region.[194][195] This has led to piracy and conflict for control in the region and has led to disruptions in production preventing the country from meeting its OPEC quota and exporting petroleum at full capability.
[196]0verflight photo of the creeks of the Niger DeltaNigeria has a total of 159 oil fields and 1,481 wells in operation according to the Department of Petroleum Resources.[197] The most productive region of the nation is the coastal Niger Delta Basin in the Niger Delta or "south-south" region which encompasses 78 of the 159 oil fields. Most of
Nigeria's oil fields are small and scattered, and as of 1990, these small fields accounted for 62.1% of all Nigerian production. This contrasts with the sixteen largest fields which produced 37.9% of Nigeria's petroleum at that time.[198] Petrol was Nigeria's main import commodity until 2021, accounting for 24% of import volume.[199]The Niger Delta
Nembe Creek oil field was discovered in 1973 and produces from the middle Miocene deltaic sandstone-shale in an anticline structural trap at a depth of 2 to 4 kilometres (7,000 to 13,000 feet).[200] In June 2013, Shell announced a strategic review of its operations in Nigeria, hinting that assets could be divested. While many international oil
companies have operated there for decades, by 2014 most were making moves to divest their interests, citing a range of issues including oil theft. In August 2014, Shell said it was finalising its interests in four Nigerian oil fields.[201]The supply of natural gas to Europe, threatened by the Russian invasion of Ukraine, is pushing projects to transport
Nigerian natural gas via pipelines to Morocco or Algeria.[202][203][204] As of May 2022, however, there are no results on this yet.Main article: Energy in NigeriaKainji Dam on the Niger River, built in the 1960sNigeria's energy consumption is much more than its generation capacity. Most of the energy comes from traditional fossil fuels, which
account for 73% of total primary production. The rest is from hydropower (27%). Since independence, Nigeria has tried to develop a domestic nuclear industry for energy. Nigeria opened 2004 a Chinese-origin research reactor at Ahmadu Bello University and has sought the support of the International Atomic Energy Agency to develop plans for up to
4,000 MWe of nuclear capacity by 2027 according to the National Program for the Deployment of Nuclear Power for Generation of Electricity. In 2007, President Umaru Yar'Adua urged the country to embrace nuclear power to meet its growing energy needs. In 2017, Nigeria signed the UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.[205] In April
2015, Nigeria began talks with Russia's state-owned Rosatom to collaborate on the design, construction and operation of four nuclear power plants by 2035, the first of which will be in operation by 2025. In June 2015, Nigeria selected two sites for the planned construction of the nuclear plants. Neither the Nigerian government nor Rosatom would
disclose the specific locations of the sites, but it is believed that the nuclear plants will be sited in Akwa Ibom State and Kogi State. The sites are planned to house two plants each. In 2017 agreements were signed for the construction of the Itu nuclear power plant.According to the survey, 94% of Nigerians are connected to the national grid, but only
57% have their electricity consumption recorded by an electricity meter.[206] Only 1% of Nigerians surveyed reported having electricity 24 hours a day. 68% have electricity 1 to 9 hours a day, according to the NIO. Two-thirds of Nigerians, or 66%, pay up to 10,000 Naira (US$13) a month for electricity, which is almost 3% of the average income in
Nigeria.[206] Over two-thirds of respondents, or 67%, were willing to pay more for uninterrupted electricity supply. Power generators are owned by 21% of Nigerians, while 14% use solar energy.[206]Further information: Automotive industry in Nigeria and Pharmaceutical industry in NigeriaNigeria EduSat-1, the first satellite built by Nigeria by the
Federal University of Technology AkureNigeria has a manufacturing industry that includes leather and textiles (centred in Kano, Abeokuta, Onitsha, and Lagos), plastics and processed food. Ogun is considered to be Nigeria's current industrial hub, as most factories are located in Ogun and more companies are moving there, followed by Lagos.[207]
[208]1[209] The city of Aba in the south-eastern part of the country is well known for handicrafts and shoes, known as "Aba made".[210] Nigeria has a market of 720,000 cars per year, but less than 20% of these are produced domestically.[211]In 2016, Nigeria was the leading cement producer south of the Sahara, ahead of South Africa.[212] Aliko
Dangote, Nigeria's richest inhabitant, based his wealth on cement production, as well as agricultural commodities.[213] According to its own information, the Ajaokuta Steel Company Limited produces 1.3 million tonnes of steel per year.[214] However, steel plants in Katsina, Jos and Osogbo no longer appear to be active.[215]In June 2019, Nigeria
EduSat-1 was deployed from the International Space Station. It is the first satellite that was built in Nigeria, which followed many other Nigerian satellites that were built by other countries.[c][216] In 2021, Nigeria hosts about 60 percent of the pharmaceutical production capacity in Africa,[217] the larger pharmaceutical companies are located in
Lagos.[218] The pharmaceutical producer with the most employees in Nigeria is Emzor Pharmaceutical Industries Ltd.[219] Nigeria has a few electronic manufacturers like Zinox, the first branded Nigerian computer, and manufacturers of electronic gadgets such as tablet PCs.[220] As of January 2022, Nigeria is the host to 5 out of the 7 unicorn
companies in Africa.[221]Main article: Telecommunications in NigeriaNigerian librarians editing the Wikidata database The Nigerian telecommunications market is one of the fastest-growing in the world, with major emerging market operators (like MTN, 9mobile, Airtel and Globacom) basing their largest and most profitable centres in the country.
[222] Nigeria's ICT sector has experienced much growth, representing 10% of the nation's GDP in 2018 as compared to just 1% in 2001.[223] Lagos is regarded as one of the largest technology hubs in Africa with its thriving tech ecosystem.[224] According to a survey by the GSM Association, 92% of adult Nigerian men and 88% of women owned a
mobile phone.[225] Using various measures including but not limited to illegal arrest, taking down of websites, passport seizures, and restricted access to bank accounts, the Nigerian government is punishing citizens for expressing themselves on the internet and working to stifle internet freedom.[226]Main article: Tourism in NigeriaOwu waterfalls,
visited by Nigerian undergraduatesTourism in Nigeria centres largely on events, because of the country's ample amount of ethnic groups, but also includes rain forests, savannahs, waterfalls, and other natural attractions.[227]Abuja is home to several parks and green areas. The largest, Millennium Park, was designed by architect Manfredi Nicoletti
and officially opened in December 2003. After the re-modernisation project achieved by the administration of Governor Raji Babatunde Fashola, Lagos is gradually becoming a major tourist destination. Lagos is currently taking steps to become a global city. The 2009 Eyo carnival (a yearly festival originating from Iperu Remo, Ogun State) was a step
toward world city status. Currently, Lagos is primarily known as a business-oriented and fast-paced community.[228] Lagos has become an important location for African and black cultural identity.[229]Lagos has sandy beaches by the Atlantic Ocean, including Elegushi Beach and Alpha Beach. Lagos also has many private beach resorts including
Inagbe Grand Beach Resort and several others in the outskirts. Lagos has a variety of hotels ranging from three-star to five-star hotels, with a mixture of local hotels such as Eko Hotels and Suites, Federal Palace Hotel and franchises of multinational chains such as Intercontinental Hotel, Sheraton, and Four Points by Sheraton. Other places of interest
include the Tafawa Balewa Square, Festac town, The Nike Art Gallery, Freedom Park, and the Cathedral Church of Christ.Main article: Transport in NigeriaDue to Nigeria's location in the centre of West Africa, transport plays a major role in the national service sector. Government investments have seen an increase in extensive road repairs and new
construction has been carried out gradually as states in particular spend their share of increased government allocations. Representative of these improvements is the Second Niger Bridge near Onitsha, which was largely completed in 2022.[230] A 2017 World Bank report on logistics hubs in Africa placed the country in fourth place, behind Cte
d'Ivoire, Senegal, and Sao Tome,[231] but in 2021, Nigeria joined the World Logistics Passport, a private sector group working to increase the effiency of global trade.[232]Main article: Roads in NigeriaFour trans-African automobile routes pass through Nigeria: Lagos-Mombasa Highway Algiers-Lagos Highway Dakar-Lagos Highway Dakar-Ndjamena
HighwayNigeria has the largest road network in West Africa. It covers about 200,000km, of which 60,000km are asphalted. Nigeria's roads and highways handle 90% of all passenger and freight traffic. It contributes N2.4trn ($6.4bn) to GDP in 2020. The federal government is responsible for 35,000km of the road network. The motorway links of
important economic centres such as Lagos-Ibadan, Lagos-Badagry and Enugu-Onitsha have been renovated.[233]The rest of the road network is a state matter and therefore in very different shape, depending on the state. Economically strong states such as Lagos, Anambra and Rivers receive particularly poor evaluations.[234] Most roads were built
in the 1980s and early 1990s. Poor maintenance and inferior materials have worsened the condition of the roads. Travelling is very difficult. Especially during the rainy season, the use of secondary roads is sometimes almost impossible due to potholes.[235] Road bandits often take advantage of this situation for their criminal purposes.[236][237]Main
article: Rail transport in NigeriaRailways have undergone a massive revamping with projects such as the Lagos-Kano Standard Gauge Railway being completed connecting cities of Kano, Kaduna, Abuja, Ibadan and Lagos. Lagos Rail Mass Transit controls transport in Lagos with 2 currently operating services. The Red Line and The Blue Line. Abuja
Light Rail controls rail services in Abuja and currently has one operating service, the Blue Line.Main article: List of airports in NigeriaAn A340-500 of Arik Air The Nigerian aviation industry generated 198.62 billion naira (400 million) in 2019, representing a contribution of 0.14% to GDP. It was the fastest-growing sector of the Nigerian economy in
2019. Passenger traffic increased from 9,358,166 in 2020 to 15,886,955 in 2021, a significant increase of over 69%. Aircraft movements increased by more than 46% from 2020 to 2021. Total freight volumes were 191 tonnes in 2020 but increased to 391 tonnes in 2021.[238] In December 2021, the Anambra International Cargo Airport started its
operation.[239] In April 2022, the second terminal of the Murtala Muhammed International Airport has been inaugurated. It will increase the capacity of the airport to 14 million passengers per year.[240]B737-300 of Air PeaceThere are 54 airports in Nigeria, The principal airports are:Murtala Muhammed International Airport in Lagos,Nnamdi
Azikiwe International Airport in Abuja,Mallam Aminu Kano International Airport in Kano,Akanu Ibiam International Airport in Enugu andPort Harcourt International Airport in Port Harcourt.Nigeria had in the past operated a state-owned airline Nigeria Airways which was over-indebted in 2003 and was bought by the British Virgin Group; since 28
June 2005, it has flown under the name Virgin Nigeria Airways. At the end of 2008, the Virgin Group announced its withdrawal from the airline; since September 2009 the airline has been operating as Nigerian Eagle Airlines. The largest airline in Nigeria is privately owned Air Peace, founded in 2012.Main article: Demographics of NigeriaSee also:
Social class in NigeriaPopulation density (persons per square kilometre) in NigeriaThe United Nations estimates that the population of Nigeria in 2021 was at 213,401,323[241][242], distributed as 51.7% rural and 48.3% urban, and with a population density of 167.5 people per square kilometre. Around 42.5% of the population were 14 years or
younger, 19.6% were aged 1524, 30.7% were aged 2554, 4.0% were aged 5564, and 3.1% were aged 65 years or older. The median age in 2017 was 18.4 years.[243] Nigeria is the world's sixth-most populous country. The birth rate is 35.2-births/1,000 population and the death rate is 9.6 deaths/1,000 population as of 2017, while the total fertility rate
is 5.07 children born/woman.[243] Nigeria's population increased by 57million from 1990 to 2008, a 60% growth rate in less than two decades.[244] Nigeria is the most populous country in Africa[245] and accounts for about 17% of the continent's total population as of 2017; however, exactly how populous is a subject of speculation.[246]Historical
population of Nigeria (19502020)Millions of Nigerians have emigrated during times of economic hardship, primarily to Europe, North America and Australia. It is estimated that over a million Nigerians have emigrated to the United States and constitute the Nigerian American populace. Individuals in many such Diasporic communities have joined the
"Egbe Omo Yoruba" society, a national association of Yoruba descendants in North America.[247][248] Nigeria's largest city is Lagos. Lagos has grown from about 300,000 in 1950[249] to an estimated 13.4million in 2017.[250]Nigeria has more than 250 ethnic groups, with varying languages and customs, creating a country of rich ethnic diversity.
The three largest ethnic groups are the Hausa, Yoruba and Igho, together accounting for more than 60% of the population, while the Edo, Ijaw, Fule, Kanuri, Urhobo-Isoko, Ibibio, Ebira, Nupe, Gbagyi, Jukun, Igala, Idoma, Ogoni and Tiv account for between 35 and 40%; other minorities make up the remaining 5%.[251] The Middle Belt of Nigeria is
known for its diversity of ethnic groups, including the Atyap, Berom, Goemai, Igala, Kofyar, Pyem, and Tiv.[145][252][253] There are small minorities of British, American, Indian, Chinese (est. 50,000),[254] white Zimbabwean,[255] Japanese, Greek, Syrian and Lebanese immigrants. Immigrants also include those from other West African or East
African nations.Main article: Languages of NigeriaThis section needs additional citations for verification. Please help improve this article by adding citations to reliable sources in this section. Unsourced material may be challenged and removed. (July 2018) (Learn how and when to remove this message)Map of Nigeria's linguistic groupsFive hundred
and twenty-five languages have been spoken in Nigeria; out of these 525 languages, eight are now extinct.[256] In some areas of Nigeria, ethnic groups speak more than one language. The official language of Nigeria, English, was chosen to facilitate the cultural and linguistic unity of the country, owing to the influence of British colonisation which
ended in 1960. Nigerian Pidgin English, first used by British and African slavers to facilitate the Atlantic slave trade in the late 17th century,[257] has replaced the native language for many Nigerians. Many French speakers from surrounding countries have influenced the English spoken in the border regions of Nigeria and some Nigerian citizens
have become fluent enough in French to work in the surrounding countries. The French spoken in Nigeria may be mixed with some native languages and English.[citation needed]The major languages spoken in Nigeria represent three major families of languages of Africa: the majority are Niger-Congo languages, such as Igbo, Yoruba, Ibibio, Ijaw,
Fulfulde, Ogoni, and Edo. Kanuri, spoken in the northeast, primarily in Borno and Yobe State, is part of the Nilo-Saharan family, and Hausa is an Afroasiatic language. Even though most ethnic groups prefer to communicate in their languages, English as the official language is widely used for education, business transactions and official purposes.
English as a first language is used by only a small minority of the country's urban elite, and it is not spoken at all in some rural areas. Hausa is the most widely spoken of the three main languages spoken in Nigeria.With the majority of Nigeria's populace in rural areas, the major languages of communication in the country remain indigenous
languages. Some of the largest of these, notably Yoruba and Igbo, have derived standardised languages from several different dialects and are widely spoken by those ethnic groups. Nigerian Pidgin English, often known simply as "Pidgin" or "Broken" (Broken English), is also a popular lingua franca, though with varying regional influences on dialect
and slang. The pidgin English or Nigerian English is widely spoken within the Niger Delta Region.[258]Religion in Nigeria (2018 estimate in The World Factbook of CIA)[259]Islam (53.5%)Protestant (35.3%)Catholic (10.6%)Other (0.60%)Main article: Religion in NigeriaSee also: Secularism in NigeriaAbuja National MosqueNational Church of Nigeria,
AbujaNigeria is a religiously diverse society, with Nigerians nearly equally divided into Muslims and Christians, with a tiny minority of adherents of traditional African religions and other religions.[260] The Christian share of Nigeria's population is in decline because of the lower fertility rate compared to Muslims in the country.[261] As in other parts
of Africa where Islam and Christianity are dominant, religious syncretism with the traditional African religions is common.[262]A 2012 report on religion and public life by the Pew Research Center stated that in 2010, 49.3% of Nigeria's population was Christian, 48.8% was Muslim, and 1.9% were followers of indigenous and other religions (such as
the Bori in the North) or unaffiliated.[263] However, in a report released by Pew Research Center in 2015, the Muslim population was estimated to be 50%, and by 2060, according to the report, Muslims will account for about 60% of the country.[264] The 2010 census of Association of Religion Data Archives has also reported that 48.8% of the total
population was Christian, slightly larger than the Muslim population of 43.4%, while 7.5% were members of other religions.[265] However, these estimates should be taken with caution because sample data is mostly collected from major urban areas in the south, which are predominantly Christian.[266][267][268] According to a 2018 estimate in The
World Factbook by the CIA, the population is estimated to be 53.5% Muslim, 45.9% Christian (10.6% Catholic and 35.3% Protestant and other Christian), and 0.6% as other.[269]Islam dominates northwestern Nigeria and northeastern Nigeria (Kanuri, Fulani and other groups). In the west, the Yoruba people are predominantly Christian with a
significant Muslim minority in addition to a few adherents of traditional religions.[270] Protestant and locally cultivated Christianity are widely practised in Western areas, while Catholicism is a more prominent Christian feature of southeastern Nigeria. Both Roman Catholicism and Protestantism are observed in the Ibibio, Efik, I[jo and Ogoni lands of
the south. The Igbos (predominant in the east) and the Ibibio (south) are 98% Christian, with 2% practising traditional religions.[271] The middle belt of Nigeria contains the largest number of minority ethnic groups in Nigeria, who were found to be majority Christians and members of traditional religions, with a significant Muslim minority.
[272]Further information: Health in NigeriaPaediatric ward, General hospital, IlorinHealth care delivery in Nigeria is a concurrent responsibility of the three tiers of government in the country, and the private sector.[273] Nigeria has been reorganising its health system since the Bamako Initiative of 1987, which formally promoted community-based
methods of increasing accessibility of drugs and health care services to the population, in part by implementing user fees.[274] The new strategy dramatically increased accessibility through community-based health care reform, resulting in more efficient and equitable provision of services. A comprehensive approach strategy was extended to all
areas of health care, with subsequent improvement in the health care indicators and improvement in health care efficiency and cost.[275]Almost half of Nigerians, or 48%, report that they or a household member has fallen ill in the last three months. Malaria had been diagnosed in 88% of the cases and typhoid fever in 32%.[276] High blood pressure
was in third place with 8%. For symptoms of malaria, 41% of Nigerians turn to a hospital, 22% to a chemist's shop, 21% to a pharmacy and 11% seek cure through herbs.[276] Tuberculosis (TB) is a significant public health issue in Nigeria, ranking among the top countries with high TB burdens globally.[277]Polio vaccination in Adamawa State,
northeastern Nigeria, 2014The HIV/AIDS rate in Nigeria is much lower than in other African nations such as Botswana or South Africa whose prevalence (percentage) rates are in the double digits. As of 2019[update], the HIV prevalence rate among adults of ages 1549 was 1.5 per cent.[278] Life expectancy in Nigeria is 54.7 years on average,[278]
and 71% and 39% of the population have access to improved water sources and improved sanitation, respectively.[279] As of 2019[update], the infant mortality is 74.2 deaths per 1,000 live births.[280]In 2012, a new bone marrow donor program was launched by the University of Nigeria to help people with leukaemia, lymphoma, or sickle cell disease
to find a compatible donor for a life-saving bone marrow transplant, which cures them of their conditions. Nigeria became the second African country to have successfully carried out this surgery.[281] In the 2014 Ebola outbreak, Nigeria was the first country to effectively contain and eliminate the Ebola threat that was ravaging three other countries
in the West African region; the unique method of contact tracing employed by Nigeria became an effective method later used by countries such as the United States when Ebola threats were discovered.[282][283][284]The Nigerian health care system is continuously faced with a shortage of doctors known as "brain drain", because of emigration by
skilled Nigerian doctors to North America and Europe. In 1995, an estimated 21,000 Nigerian doctors were practising in the United States alone, which is about the same as the number of doctors working in the Nigerian public service. Retaining these expensively trained professionals has been identified as one of the goals of the government.
[285]Main article: Education in NigeriaAbisogun Leigh Science Building, for the Lagos State University's Faculty of ScienceEducation in Nigeria is overseen by the Ministry of Education. Local authorities take responsibility for implementing policy for state-controlled public education and state schools at a regional level. The education system is
divided into kindergarten, primary education, secondary education and tertiary education. After the 1970s oil boom, tertiary education was improved so it would reach every subregion of Nigeria. 68% of the Nigerian population is literate, and the rate for men (75.7%) is higher than that for women (60.6%).[286]Nigeria provides free, government-
supported education, but attendance is not compulsory at any level, and certain groups, such as nomads and the handicapped, are under-served. Nearly 10.5 million Nigerian children aged 514 years are not in school. Only 61% of 611 year-olds regularly attend primary school.[287] The education system consists of six years of primary school, three
years of junior secondary school, three years of senior secondary school, and four, five or six years of university education leading to a bachelor's degree.[286] The government has majority control of university education. Tertiary education in Nigeria consists of universities (public and private), polytechnics, monotechnics, and colleges of education.
The country has a total of 138 universities, with 40 federally owned, 39 state-owned, and 59 privately owned. Nigeria was ranked 105th in the Global Innovation Index in 2025.[288][289]Main article: Crime in NigeriaA Nigerian police officer at the Eyo festival in LagosThe security situation in Nigeria is considered inadequate despite political stability.
68% of Nigerians feel "not safe" in their country. 77% do not know of an alarm number ("helpline") for emergencies.[290]Nigerians, according to the above survey, fear being robbed (24%) or kidnapped (also 24%), being victims of armed bandits or of petty theft (both 8%), or being harmed in the herdsmen-farmers conflict (also 8%).[290] This is
followed by "ritual killings" (4%) and "Boko Haram" (3.5%). Respondents see "more security personnel and better training" (37%), "reduction of unemployment" (13%) and "prayers / divine intervention" (8%) as promising countermeasures.[290]Homicides by Nigerian state per year and per 1 million inhabitants, comparing the UK and Turkey (Source:
Nigeria Security Tracker 1/2020-6/2023)The number of homicides in Nigeria varies greatly depending on the state. Metropoles such as Lagos, Kano and Ibadan are much safer than rural areas. Kano has better homicide statistics than Britain, with one and one-half homicides per year and one million inhabitants which can be explained by the fact that
the region's religious and morality police not only monitor the morality of the inhabitants and crack down on drug users, but also have a curbing effect on murder and manslaughter.[291] This contrasts with other cities that are also Islamic, such as Maiduguri and Kaduna, which have worrying statistics on homicides.There is some piracy in the Gulf of
Guinea, with attacks directed at all types of vessels. However, security measures on board of mentioned vessels have recently meant that pirates are now more likely to attack fishing villages.[292]Internationally, Nigeria is infamous for a type of advance-fee scam along with a form of confidence trick. The victim is talked into sending money or bank
account information to the scammer on the premise that a larger amount of money will be transferred to them. In reality, the scammer collects money from the victim with no payout occurring.[293] In 2003, the Nigerian Economic and Financial Crimes Commission was created to combat this and other forms of organised financial crime.[294] The
EFCC is quite active.[295][296][297]Main article: Poverty in NigeriaThe total expenditure of food and non-food produce a poverty incidence of 60.2 percent or 89,096,000 Nigerians living in poverty. This measure is used for poverty headcount comparison across countries. Poverty Line is N54,401.16.According to the International Monetary Fund,
32% of Nigeria's population lives in extreme poverty (as of 2017), living on less than US$2.15 a day.[298] The World Bank stated in March 2022 that the number of poor Nigerians had increased by 5 million to 95.1 million during the Covid period.[299] Accordingly, 40% of Nigerians live below the poverty line of US$1.90 as handled by the World Bank.
[300]The threshold amounts used internationally by the IMF and the World Bank do not take into account the local purchasing power of the US dollar.[citation needed] The methodology is therefore not without controversy.[301][302] Despite the undoubted existence of slums in Nigeria, for example, the fact that 92% of men and 88% of women in
Nigeria own a mobile phone[303] is difficult to reconcile with the poverty percentages published by the IMF and the World Bank.Main articles: Human rights in Nigeria and LGBT rights in NigeriaEnd SARS is a decentralised social movement and series of mass protests against police brutality in Nigeria.Nigeria's human rights record remains poor.
[304] According to the U.S. Department of State,[304] the most significant human rights problems are the use of excessive force by security forces, impunity for abuses by security forces, arbitrary arrests, prolonged pretrial detention, judicial corruption and executive influence on the judiciary, rape, torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment of prisoners, detainees and suspects; harsh and lifethreatening prison and detention centre conditions; human trafficking for prostitution and forced labour, societal violence and vigilante killings, child labour, child abuse and child sexual exploitation, domestic violence, discrimination based on ethnicity, region and religion.Nigeria is a state
party of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women.[305] It also has signed the Maputo Protocol, an international treaty on women's rights, and the African Union Women's Rights Framework.[306] Discrimination based on sex is a significant human rights issue. Forced marriages are common.[307] Child marriage
remains common in Northern Nigeria;[308] 39% of girls are married before age 15, although the Marriage Rights Act banning marriage of girls under 18 was introduced on a federal level in 2008.[309] There is rampant polygamy in Northern Nigeria.[310] Domestic violence is common. Women have fewer land rights.[311] Maternal mortality was at
814 per 100,000 live births in 2015.[312] Female genital mutilation is common, although a ban was implemented in 2015.[313] At least half a million suffer from vaginal fistula, largely as a result of lack of medical care.[314][315]Women face a large amount of inequality politically in Nigeria, being subjugated to a bias that is sexist and reinforced by
socio-cultural, economic and oppressive ways.[316] Women throughout the country were only politically emancipated in 1979.[317] Yet husbands continue to dictate the votes for many women, which upholds the patriarchal system.[318] Most workers in the informal sector are women.[319] Women's representation in government since independence
from Britain is very poor. Women have been reduced to sideline roles in appointive posts throughout all levels of government and still make up a tiny minority of elected officials.[318] But nowadays with more education available to the public, Nigerian women are taking steps to have more active roles in the public, and with the help of different
initiatives, more businesses are being started by women.Under the Shari'a penal code that applies to Muslims in twelve northern states, offences such as alcohol consumption, homosexuality,[320] infidelity and theft carry harsh sentences, including amputation, lashing, stoning and long prison terms.[321] Nigeria is considered to be one of the most
homophobic countries in the world.[322][323][324]Main articles: Culture of Nigeria, Mass media in Nigeria, and Censorship in NigeriaMain article: Nigerian literatureChinua Achebe, winner Booker Prize 2007 and Peace Award of the German book trade 2002Most Nigerian literature is written in English, partly because this language is understood by
most Nigerians. Literature in the Yoruba, Hausa and Igbo languages (the three most populous language groups in Nigeria) does exist, however, and in the case of the Hausa, for example, can look back on a centuries-old tradition. The Nigerian, Wole Soyinka, won the Nobel Prize for literature. Ben Okri won the prestigious Booker Prize in 1991;
Chinua Achebe did the same in 2007. Achebe also won the Peace Award of the German Book Trade in 2002. Lola Shoneyin has won several awards for her book The Secret Lives of Baba Segi's Wives.Main article: Music of NigeriaThe earliest known form of popular music in Nigeria was the palm-wine music which dominated the music landscape in the
1920s. Tunde King was a prominent name in the genre.[325][326]The 1930s saw the emergence of Onitsha Native Orchestra. They explored various social themes and trends in their native singing style.[325][326]In the 1950s and 1960s, Highlife music became a popular staple in the country with regional genres such as the Igbo Highlife. A notable
exponent of the genre were the genre's first Nigerian boy band Oriental Brothers International, Bobby Benson, Osita Osadebe, Victor Olaiya, Rex Lawson, Dr Sir Warrior and Oliver De Coque.[325][326]The 1970s was the era of Fela Kuti, the pioneer of Afrobeat genre fused from Highlife, Jazz and Yoruba Music. Fela later evolved into social activism
and black consciousness.[325][326]In the 1980s, King Sunny Ade achieved success with Juju Music. Prominent singer of the era is William Onyeabor who is known for his fusion of Funk Music and Disco.[325][327]By the 1990s, reggae music transitioned into the music scene. Prominent reggae artiste of the era was Majek Fashek. By the mid-1990s,
Hip hop Music began to gain popularity, led by acts such as Remedies, Trybes Men, JJC, etc. Throughout the years, highlife music retained its popularity in the country.At the turn of the century, famous 2000s acts like P-Square, 2face, and Dbanj were credited to have made tremendous impact in the evolution of Afrobeats and its popularisation on the
international stage.[328][329][330]In November 2008, Nigeria's music scene (and that of Africa) received international attention when MTV hosted the continent's first African music awards show in Abuja.[331] Over a decade later, the Afrobeat genre has widely taken over, with artist like Davido, Wizkid and Burna Boy.Main article: Cinema of
NigeriaTop five highest grossing Nigerian films as at 2024:Everybody Loves Jenifa (1.7 billion) - 2024 filmA Tribe Called Judah (1.4 billion) - 2023 filmBattle on Buka Street (668 million) - 2022 filmOmo Ghetto: The Saga (636 million) - 2020 film[332]Alakada: Bad and Boujee (460 million) - 2024 filmThe Nigerian film industry is known as Nollywood (a
blend of "Nigeria" and "Hollywood")[333] and is now the second-largest producer of movies in the world, having surpassed Hollywood. Only India's Bollywood is larger. Nigerian film studios are based in Lagos, Kano, and Enugu, and form a major portion of the local economy of these cities. Nigerian cinema is Africa's largest movie industry in terms of
both value and the number of movies produced per year. Although Nigerian films have been produced since the 1960s, the country's film industry has been aided by the rise of affordable digital filming and editing technologies.The 2009 thriller film The Figurine heightened the media attention towards the New Nigerian Cinema revolution. The film
was a critical and commercial success in Nigeria, and it was also screened in international film festivals.[334] The 2010 film Ij by Chineze Anyaene, overtook The Figurine to become the highest-grossing Nigerian film; a record it held for four years until it was overtaken in 2014 by Half of a Yellow Sun (2013).[335][336] By 2016, this record was held
by The Wedding Party by Kemi Adetiba.By the end of 2013, the film industry reportedly hit a record-breaking revenue of 1.72trillion (US$4.1billion). As of 2014, the industry was worth 853.9billion (US$5.1billion), making it the third most valuable film industry in the world behind the United States and India. It contributed about 1.4% to Nigeria's
economy; this was attributed to the increase in the number of quality films produced and more formal distribution methods.[337][338]T.B. Joshua's Emmanuel TV, originating from Nigeria, is one of the most viewed television stations across Africa.[339]Main article: Festivals in NigeriaOfala Festival of Onitsha PeopleThere are many festivals in
Nigeria, some of which date to the period before the arrival of the major religions in this ethnically and culturally diverse society. The main Muslim and Christian festivals are often celebrated in ways that are unique to Nigeria or unique to the people of a locality.[340] The Nigerian Tourism Development Corporation has been working with the states
to upgrade the traditional festivals, which may become important sources of tourism revenue.[341]Main article: Nigerian cuisine]Jollof rice with fried fish and plantain, garnished with cucumber and tomatoesNigerian cuisine, like West African cuisine in general, is known for its richness and variety. Many different spices, herbs, and flavourings are
used in conjunction with palm oil or groundnut oil to create deeply flavoured sauces and soups often made very hot with chilli peppers. Nigerian feasts are colourful and lavish, while aromatic market and roadside snacks cooked on barbecues or fried in oil are plentiful and varied. Suya is usually sold in urban areas especially during night-time.
[342]Main article: Fashion in NigeriadrThe fashion industry in Nigeria contributes significantly to the country's economics. Casual attire is commonly worn but formal and traditional styles are also worn depending on the occasion. Nigeria is known not only for its fashionable textiles and garments, but also for its fashion designers who have
increasingly gained international recognition. Euromonitor estimates the Sub-Saharan fashion market to be worth $31 billion, with Nigeria accounting for 15% of these $31 billion.[343] Nigeria is not only known for their many fashion textiles and garment pieces that are secret to their culture. They also produced many fashion designers who have
developed many techniques and businesses along the way.Main article: Sports in NigeriaNigeria at the 2018 FIFA World CupFootball is largely considered Nigeria's national sport, and the country has its own professional football league. Nigeria's national football team, known as the "Super Eagles", has played in the FIFA World Cup on six occasions
(1994, 1998, 2002, 2010, 2014, and 2018). In April 1994, the Super Eagles ranked fifth in the FIFA World Rankings, the highest ranking achieved by an African team. They won the Africa Cup of Nations in 1980, 1994, and 2013, and have also hosted both the U17 and U20 FIFA World Cup. They won the gold medal for football in the 1996 Summer
Olympics (in which they beat Argentina) becoming the first African football team to win gold in Olympic football.Nigeria is also involved in other sports such as basketball, cricket and track and field.[344] Nigeria's national basketball team made the headlines internationally when it became the first African team to beat the United States men's
national team.[345] In earlier years, Nigeria qualified for the 2012 Summer Olympics as it beat heavily favoured world elite teams such as Greece and Lithuania.[346] Nigeria has been home to numerous internationally recognised basketball players in the world's top leagues in America, Europe and Asia. These players include Basketball Hall of
Famer Hakeem Olajuwon, and later players in the NBA. The Nigerian Premier League has become one of the biggest and most-watched basketball competitions in Africa. The games have aired on Kwese TV and have averaged a viewership of over a million people.[347]Nigeria made history by qualifying the first bobsled team for the Winter Olympics
from Africa when their women's two-person team qualified for the bobsled competition at the XXIII Olympic Winter Games.[348] In the early 1990s, Scrabble was made an official sport in Nigeria; by the end of 2017, there were around 4,000 players in more than 100 clubs in the country.[349] In 2018, the Nigerian Curling Federation was established
to introduce a new sport to the country in order to make the game part of the curriculum at the elementary, high school, and university levels. At the 2019 World Mixed Doubles Curling Championship in Norway, Nigeria won their first international match beating France 85.[350]Nigeria's women's and men's national teams in beach volleyball
competed at the 20182020 CAVB Beach Volleyball Continental Cup.[351] The country's U21 national teams qualified for the 2019 FIVB Beach Volleyball U21 World Championships.[352]Nigeria is the birthplace of the sport loofball.[353]Nigeria portalindex of Nigeria-related articlesOutline of Nigeria™ Nigeria recognises many indigenous languages,
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artistinnocent Ujah Idibia MONJ[a] (Listen; born 18 September 1975), known by his stage name 2Baba [2] and formerly as 2Face Idibia,[3][4] is a Nigerian singer-songwriter, record producer and philanthropist known for his solo debut album, Face 2 Face (2004).[5][b] He is regarded as one of the "most influential" and greatest Afrobeats artists of all
time following his contributions to Nigerian pop music in the 2000s.[6]2Baba won the MTV Europe Music Award for Best African Act in 2005.[7] In 2019, he collaborated with Cobhams Asuquo and Timi Dakolo to release a song raising awareness for children's rights.[8] In 2025, Billboard ranked his song "African Queen" No. 1 on their list of the best
Afrobeats songs of all time.[9]2Baba was born on 18 September 1975, in Jos, Plateau State, Nigeria, from Idoma descent from Benue State in central Nigeria.[10] He studied at Mount Saint Gabriel Secondary School in Makurdi before pursuing Business Administration at the Institute of Management and Technology, Enugu (IMT), located in Enugu
State.[10]Following his growing interest in the music industry, 2Baba discontinued his formal education in pursuit of his music career.[10] By 1996, he had already begun composing music and recording jingles especially at the GB Fan Club at Enugu State Broadcasting Services (ESBS).[10] Operating under the stage name "2Face",[c] he said that the
name was "to demarcate his personal life from business life" though was later changed to "2Baba" in 2016.[11]While attending The Institute of Management and Technology Enugu (IMT), Idibia began his music career performing alongside Blackface Naija, his secondary school classmate, and Faze, all of whom later formed the trio band, Plantashun
Boiz.[12] The band released two albums, Body and Soul (2000) and Sold Out (2003), under Dove Records,[13] a label owned by Nelson Brown.[14] The band members separated in 2004, and 2Baba returned to solo music.2Baba released his debut solo album, Face 2 Face (2004), which was positively reviewed by music critics and was listed as "the
greatest Nigerian debut album of the 21st Century by a solo artist".[15] It was followed by his second album, Grass 2 Grace (2006). After that, he left Kennis Music and established his own record label, Hypertek Digital.[16] In 2009, he released an experimental album, The Unstoppable, with an international edition in 2010.[17] The international
edition won two awards at the 2010 SoundCity Music Video Awards.[18]In 2004, 2Baba's departure from the band "Plantashun Boiz" led to the group's split, sparking a feud with his former bandmates who blamed him for the disbandment. 2Baba and former bandmate Faze traded blame in various tracks on their respective solo albums.[19]BlackFace
alleged that 2Baba's performed songs were written by both of them, although the issue was later resolved in court.[20] The hit song "African Queen" became a subject of controversy between 2Baba, his record label Kennis Music, and former bandmate Blackface, who publicly accused him of stealing the song from him, alleging that he wrote the song
while they were still a band.[21][22] Kennis Music eventually agreed to give Blackface writing credits for the song and also agreed to pay him royalties from the proceeds of the song.[23]On 25 January 2017, 2Baba announced through his Instagram handle that he would be leading a nationwide protest on 5 February 2017; the protest was against
policies implemented by the Presidency of Muhammadu Buhari.[24][25][26] In an attempt to halt the protest, the administration, through the Lagos State police commissioner Fatai Owoseni, released a statement that the protest was banned in the state, citing concerns that hoodlums would hijack it and cause havoc. However, the statement was
rebuffed and ignored publicly, while publicity for the protest continued on social media.[27][28]In February 2017, 2Baba released a video stating that he was canceling the protest due to security reasons. Rumors circulated on social media alleging that the administration, through the DSS, had picked him up earlier that day and pressured him to
cancel the much-hyped protest, though he later made a series of tweets from his Twitter account to deny the claim.[29][30][31]2Baba has been married to Nigerian actress Annie Macaulay-Idibia since 2012 in Lagos, Nigeria.[32][33] A civil ceremony was held in Dubai on 23 March 2013, and they have two children.[34]On 26 January 2025, he
announced his separation and impending divorce from his wife, Annie on Instagram. A few days later, the singer was seen with Natasha Osawaru, a lawmaker in the Edo State House of Assembly.[35][36][37][38]2Baba has received several awards throughout his career, including the MTV Europe Music Award and World Music Award,[39] five The
Headies Award for Song of the Year, four Channel O Music Video Awards, and a BET Award. Additionally, he has been honored at the MTV Africa Music Awards, the Music of Black Origin Awards, the Kora Awards, and the 2019 'Afrima Legend Award'.[40] He was inducted into "The Headies Hall of Fame" in 2015[41] and the 'Music Legends Hall of
Fame' in Ghana in 2022.[42]In May 2016, 2Baba was conferred an honorary Master of Arts in Music at Igbinedion University, Nigeria,[43] and in March 2019, he was named a Fellow of the School of Music at Obafemi Awolowo University.[44] In January 2017, he announced a partnership with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) and made donations for Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) and returnees.[45] He also launched the "Vote Not Fight" campaign under the Youngstars Foundation and the National Democratic Institute.[46] 2Baba has served as an ambassador for various brands including Guinness in 2005,[47] the National Agency for Food and Drug
Administration and Control (NAFDAC) in 2009,[48] the Nigerian Stock Exchange (NSE),[49] Airtel Nigeria,[50] Globacom,[51] Pazino Homes and Gardens,[52] Hennessy artistry season alongside singer Wizkid, in 2014,[53] Oraimo,[54] and was appointed the African ambassador for the Italian liquor manufacturer, Campari in 2016.[55]The FORTYfied
All-Star Tribute Concert, organized by 2Baba to celebrate his 40th birthday and influence in Nigerian music, took place on 20 September 2015, at the Eko Hotel and Suites Convention Centre.[56] Hosted by Basketmouth and sponsored by STAR Lager Beer, the concert garnered widespread acclaim.[57] He is also the founder of the "Buckwyld and
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