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Parker,	Colo.Dec.	19	Mark	Bellissimo	announced	today	that	a	new	partnership	has	been	formed	and	has	signed	a	contract	to	acquire	the	Colorado	Horse	Park	in	Parker,	Colo.The	148-acre	Colorado	Horse	Park	was	founded	by	Helen	Krieble	in	1992	and	is	the	largest	horse	park	west	of	the	Mississippi.	It	hosts	more	than	40	events	per	year,	has	11
competition	arenas,	100	boarding	stalls,	an	RV	Park,	two	covered	arenas,	300	permanent	stalls,	and	enough	portable	stalls	for	more	than	1,000	competing	horses.	The	partnership	is	also	contracted	to	acquire	an	additional	47	acres	zoned	as	residential	that	abuts	CHP.CHPs	Summer	in	the	Rockies	series	is	one	of	the	most	prominent	hunter/jumper
equestrian	circuits	in	the	United	States	and	spans	over	six	weeks.	CHP	hosts	all	types	of	equestrian	events	including	hunter/jumper,	eventing	and	dressage	competitions	and	has	hosted	the	North	American	Young	Rider	Championships	three	times.	CHP	also	has	a	long	term	contract	on	276	contiguous	acres	that	hosts	a	cross-country	course	designed
by	David	OConnor.Bellissimo	commented,	Helen	has	been	one	of	the	great	visionaries	in	equestrian	sport	and	has	done	an	amazing	job	in	creating	the	Colorado	Horse	Park.	Her	passion	for	the	facility	and	her	impact	on	the	community	over	23	years	is	inspirational.	We	are	honored	to	continue	Helens	legacy.Krieble	announced	in	August	her	intention
to	step	down	from	the	CHP	presidency	and	to	renew	her	search	for	a	new	owner	for	the	facility.ADVERTISEMENTKrieble	added,	I	am	thrilled	that	Mark	and	his	partners	have	contracted	to	acquire	the	Horse	Park.	It	has	been	my	passion	for	23	years,	and	I	am	confident	that	it	will	be	in	good	hands.	It	was	important	to	me	that	the	Horse	Park	was	kept
intact.	The	contract	includes	the	purchase	of	an	additional	47	acres	that	abuts	the	horse	park.	I	believe	this	will	ensure	CHP	has	the	ability	to	operate	effectively	and	preserves	the	area	from	future	residential	development.	This	is	a	great	day	for	Colorado	equestrians,	residents,	and	businesses.The	partnership	to	be	named	Colorado	Equestrian
Partners	includes	Mark	and	Katherine	Bellissimo,	Roger	and	Jennifer	Smith,	Howard	and	Gwen	Dvorkin,	Lisa	Lourie,	and	Diana	and	Jenji	Mercer,	who	are	also	partners	in	the	Palm	Beach	International	Equestrian	Center,	which	operates	the	world-renowned	Winter	Equestrian	Festival	and	the	Global	Dressage	Festival	in	Wellington,	Fla.,	and	the	newly
established	Tryon	International	Equestrian	Center	in	Tryon,	N.C.WEF	is	the	worlds	largest	and	longest	running	equestrian	festival.	It	spans	12	weeks	and	hosts	participants	from	50	states	and	33	countries	and	has	over	$8	million	dollars	in	prize	money.	The	GDF	is	the	worlds	largest	dressage	competition	and	includes	seven	CDI	competitions	over	the
winter.	The	WEF	and	GDF	events	contribute	close	to	$200	million	dollars	in	annual	economic	impact	on	Palm	Beach	County	and	generate	more	than	120,000	bed	nights	for	local	hotels.Bellissimo	added,	We	are	excited	about	the	future	of	equestrian	sport,	and	we	believe	the	CHP	facility	can	be	a	significant	central	hub	to	serve	all	disciplines	and	to
continue	to	develop	the	hunter/jumper,	dressage	and	eventing	disciplines	as	well	as	a	catalyst	to	develop	the	next	generation	of	horses	and	riders.	Colorado	has	a	great	equestrian	tradition,	and	we	hope	to	cultivate	that	market	as	well	as	bring	new	riders	into	the	sport.	We	contemplate	great	investments	in	the	park	over	the	next	few	years	and	making
it	one	of	the	premier	facilities	in	the	world.Consistent	with	its	other	facilities,	the	partners	will	be	developing	philanthropic	initiatives	as	well	as	developing	outreach	programs	to	work	with	community	schools	to	raise	awareness	to	the	opportunities	in	horse	sports.More	information	on	the	Colorado	Horse	Park	will	be	available	soon.	The	Rolex	Central
Park	Horse	Show	will	make	a	return	to	New	York	Citys	iconic	Central	Park	on	Sept.	23-27.	The	second	annual	event	will	feature	five	days	of	multi-discipline	equestrian	sport	and	performances,	ranging	from	Arabians	and	dressage	to	hunters	and	show	jumping.The	Rolex	Central	Park	Horse	Show	will	now	host	the	inaugural	U.S.	Open	in	the	in	the
following	categories:	jumpers,	dressage,	hunters,	under-25	jumpers,	and	Arabians.	Qualifications	and	schedule	for	the	US.	Open	classes	will	be	forthcoming.After	the	2014	inaugural	edition	of	the	Rolex	Central	Park	Horse	Show,	work	immediately	began	to	further	the	reach	and	impact	of	the	event.The	show	jumping	competition	will	again	be
sanctioned	by	the	Fdration	questre	Internationale	and	the	expanded	schedule	will	include	the	beauty	of	the	Arabian	horse,	an	under-25	jumper	grand	prix,	the	inaugural	Duchossois	Cup	hunter	competition,	a	puissance	and	both	a	dressage	Grand	Prix	and	freestyle.The	event	will	also	benefit	a	lengthy	list	of	New	York	as	well	as	equestrian	based
charities	to	be	announced	at	a	later	date.The	Rolex	Central	Park	Horse	Show	made	a	spectacular	debut	and	is	poised	for	an	even	greater	year	as	we	introduce	the	U.S.	Open	for	equestrian	sport.	We	will	be	welcoming	more	equestrian	disciplines	to	the	heart	of	New	York	City	as	a	showcase	for	equestrian	sport	in	the	United	States,	said	Mark
Bellissimo,	CEO	of	International	Equestrian	Group,	LLC.Showcasing	the	many	facets	of	the	horse	world	in	the	heart	of	New	York	City	is	an	exciting	endeavor	for	us	and	the	equine	industry	in	general,	he	added.	We	are	also	very	proud	to	continue	our	relationship	with	NBC	Sports	and	we	will	be	broadcasting	the	event	to	horse	enthusiasts	across	the
nation	and	the	world.Grand	prix	show	jumping	will	welcome	New	York	City	native	Georgina	Bloomberg	as	she	returns	to	defend	her	victory	in	last	years	inaugural	$210,000	Central	Park	Grand	Prix	CSI	3*,	presented	by	Rolex.	The	U.S.	Open	CSI	3*	Grand	Prix,	taking	place	the	evening	of	Friday,	Sept.	25,	will	air	on	NBC	Sports	Network	during
primetime	on	Sunday,	Sept.	27.	Spectator	information,	including	matinee	performances,	Hospitality	Tent	opportunities	and	ticket	sales,	will	be	announced	in	the	coming	weeks	at	www.centralparkhorseshow.com.ADVERTISEMENTWednesday,	Sept.	236:00	PM	U.S.	Open	Arabian	Horse	ShowThursday,	Sept.	246:30	PM	U.S.	Open	$25,000	U25	Grand
Prix8:00	PM	U.S.	Open	(Round	1)	$34,000	FEI	Speed	Class	presented	by	Canadian	PacificFriday,	Sept.	251:30	PM	U.S.	Open	Dressage	Grand	Prix6:30	PM	$5,000	Junior/Amateur	1.20m	Class	presented	by	Price	Waterhouse8:00	PM	U.S.	Open	$210,000	(Final)	FEI	3*	Grand	Prix	presented	by	RolexADVERTISEMENTSaturday,	Sept.	2610:00	AM
Matinee	Performance1:30	PM	U.S.	Open	Hunters-	Duchossois	Cup	with	Pony,	Jr/Amateur,	and	Professional	Classes.6:30	PM	U.S.	Open	Puissance	$50,0008:00	PM	U.S.	Open	$75,000	Dressage	Freestyle	presented	by	Axel	Johnson	GroupSunday,	Sept.	2710:00	AM	Matinee	Performance1:30	PM	Special	Equestrian	Event	(TBA)	presented	by	Chronicle	of
the	Horse	Mark	Bellissimo,	CEO	of	Wellington	Equestrian	Partners,	announced	today,	March	17,	that	he	has	signed	a	definitive	agreement	toacquireWellingtons	world-renowned	International	Polo	Club	in	Florida.The	purchase	includes	the	core	IPC	club	facilities	and	surrounding	properties,	totaling	248	acres.The	transaction	will	close	in	late
April.Wellington	Equestrian	Partners	owns	the	Palm	Beach	International	Equestrian	Center	in	Wellington,	one	of	the	worlds	preeminent	hunter/jumper	and	dressage	competition	venues.We	are	honored	to	have	been	selected	by	the	Goodman	family	trust	to	steward	this	venue	into	what	will	now	be	a	very	bright	future.We	thank	them	for	their	faith	in
our	organization,	Bellissimo	said.	With	the	shroud	of	uncertainty	that	has	plagued	the	venue	and	the	event,	our	partnershipwanted	toensure	that	IPC	was	going	to	be	protected	as	a	long-term	venue	for	polo	and	other	equestrian	sports,	whichis	keytoWellingtonseconomy.Bellissimo	hasalready	initiated	discussions	with	the	U.S.	Polo	Association	and	key
stakeholders	in	the	polo	community	to	forge	a	strategy	of	cooperation	and	collaboration	to	ensure	that	Wellington	and	IPC	remain	as	the	premier	destination	for	spring,falland	winterpolo	in	the	nation.Chairman	Joe	Meyer	of	the	USPA	commented,	As	the	governing	body	of	the	sport	of	polo,	it	is	always	our	mission	to	create	a	great	experience	for	our
clubs,	teams,	horses,	members,	and	fans	of	the	game.	In	doing	so,	we	look	forward	to	continuing	our	relationship	with	the	International	Polo	Club	to	showcase	thrilling	high	goal	polo	competition	through	the	2018	season	and	beyond.The	sport	of	polo	is	a	core	foundationforthe	character,	charm	and	tradition	of	Wellington	as	a	world-renowned
equestrian	destination,	getting	its	start	in	the	community	in	the	1970s.According	to	the	Palm	Beach	County	Sports	Commission,	Wellingtons	combinedequestrian	events	generate	over	$200	million	in	annual	economic	impact	and	over	150,000	room	nights.	ADVERTISEMENTThis	key	acquisition	will	allow	WEP	to	consolidate	Wellingtonsprimary
equestrian	venues	anddevelop	a	unique	market	offering	centered	around	equestrian	lifestyle	and	the	love	of	horses.We	have	demonstrated	at	PBIEC	that	by	creating	and	promoting	high-level	equestrian	sport	in	venues	that	are	both	entertaining	and	family-friendly,	you	can	create	a	level	of	success	forboth	spectatorsand	sponsors,	Bellissimo	said.
WEP,	whose	Winter	Equestrian	Festival	has	over	100	sponsors,intends	to	bring	the	same	energy	and	vision	to	IPC	and	will	create	an	international	marketing	effort	that	will	cross-promote	the	events	for	the	mutual	benefit	of	Polo,Wellington,	Palm	Beach	County	andallofequestrian	sport.	The	IPC	venue,	together	with	Palm	Beach	International
Equestrian	Centers	jumper	and	dressage	venues,	will	provide	a	third	venue	to	enhance	Wellingtonsequestrian	sport	offerings.We	are	now	positioned	to	achieve	a	new	level	of	prominence	and	excellence	for	the	competitor	and	visitor	experience	at	all	of	our	venues.	This	allows	us	to	establish	and	showcase	Wellingtonas	theworld	destination	forpolo,
show	jumping	and	dressage.We	will	present	a	vision	forthe	venue	and	the	facility	soon,	he	added.The	International	Polo	Club.The	International	Polo	Club	Palm	Beachis	the	premier	polo	destination	in	the	world,	hosting	the	largest	field	of	high-goal	teams	and	the	most	prestigious	polo	tournaments	in	the	United	States.	Polo	enthusiasts	descend	upon
Wellington,	Fla.,	each	winter	season	to	enjoy	their	love	ofthesport	in	the	most	prominent	and	wellequipped	polo	facility.	The	2016	Palm	Beach	Polo	Season	runs	from	January	through	March	and	concludeswith	the	USPA	U.S.	Open	Polo	Championship.	Polo	matches	are	open	to	the	public,	with	a	wide	range	of	hospitality	and	guest	seating	that	includes
elegant	grandstand	viewing,	field	tailgating,	stadium	seating,	field-side	champagne	brunch	at	The	Pavilion,	and	exclusive	sponsor	boxes.Palm	Beach	International	Equestrian	Center.Palm	Beach	International	Equestrian	Center	is	considered	the	most	recognizable	equestrian	sporting	venue	in	the	United	States	today.	It	encompasses	a	total	of	500
acres,	and	the	competition	rings	alone	cover	over	80acres.	PBIEC	has	two	core	facilitiesthe	Main	Grounds	and	The	Stadiumcontaining	over	18	competition	arenas,	including	one	derby	field	and	the	largest	covered	riding	surface	in	the	world.	Both	show	grounds	are	operated	by	Equestrian	Sport	Productions	LLC	and	host	the	world-famous	Winter
Equestrian	Festival	and	the	Adequan	Global	Dressage	Festival,	which	are	held	over	12	weeks	in	January	through	March.	Equestrian	Sport	Productions	owns	and	operates	42	weeks	of	U.S.	Equestrian	Federation-rated	horse	shows	from	September	through	June	at	PBIEC	in	Wellington,	Florida.For	more	information,	contact	Jennifer	Wood	at
jennifer@jenniferwoodmedia.com	Mark	Bellissimo,	managing	partner	of	Wellington	Equestrian	Partners,	Tryon	Equestrian	Partners,	Colorado	Equestrian	Partners	and	CEO	of	Equestrian	Sport	Productions	released	a	statement	addressing	the	unsubstantiated	and	false	accusations	surrounding	the	sale	of	Palm	Beach	International	Equestrian	Center,
Adequan	Global	Dressage	Festival	and	International	Polo	Club	Palm	Beach	in	Wellington,	Florida.There	is	absolutely	no	truth	to	the	rumor	that	the	Palm	Beach	International	Equestrian	Center	and	affiliated	show	entities	including	the	Winter	Equestrian	Festival,	Adequan	Global	Dressage	Festival	and	International	Polo	Club	Palm	Beach	are	for	sale,
have	been	offered	for	sale,	or	have	been	sold,	said	Bellissimos	statement.	The	venues	saw	record	participation	at	competitions	during	the	2018	winter	circuit,	and	our	partnership	group	remains	deeply	motivated	by	the	continued	growth	these	facilities	have	experienced	in	Wellington.	We	are	committed	to	expanding	equestrian	sport	well	into	the
future	at	our	Wellington	venues,	as	well	as	the	other	venues	that	I	am	a	partner	of	including	Tryon	International	Equestrian	Center	and	the	Colorado	Horse	Park.	We	are	looking	forward	to	an	incredible	2019	circuit.ADVERTISEMENTEditors	Note:	The	Chronicle	of	the	Horse	LLC	is	owned	by	the	Bellissimo	family,	and	Mark	Bellissimo	serves	as	its
publisher.	Updated	October	16,	2018	2:16	pm	Former	ownership	group	Mark	Bellissimo,	Marsha	Dammerman,	Lisa	Lourie,	and	Roger	Smith	complete	purchase	of	Wellington	International	Acquisition	includes	Chronicle	of	the	Horse	and	Showgrounds	Live	WELLINGTON,Fla.	Nov.	22,	2024	The	former	majority	owners	of	Palm	Beach	International
Equestrian	Center,	Mark	Bellissimo,	Marsha	Dammerman,	Lisa	Lourie,	and	Roger	Smith	(the	Partners),	formed	a	new	entity,	WI	FL	Acquisition,	LLC	(the	Company),	and	have	completed	the	purchase	of	Wellington	International	from	Global	Equestrian	Group	(GEG).	The	Company	confirmed	Murray	S.	Kessler	will	lead	the	new	Wellington	International
as	Chief	Executive	Officer.The	Company	also	confirmed	the	purchase	included	The	Chronicle	of	the	Horse	and	Showgrounds	Live	LLC.	We	are	grateful	to	have	Wellington	International	back	into	a	local	and	long-term	ownership	group,	committed	to	ensuring	the	showgrounds	thrive	for	years	to	come.	All	disciplines	will	continue	to	have	a	home	here	in
Wellington	including	show	jumping,	hunters	and	dressage,	stated	Mark	Bellissimo.These	sports,	along	with	polo,	define	this	community	and	firmly	establish	Wellington	as	the	premier	equestrian	destination	in	the	world.	We	look	forward	to	investing	in	the	showgrounds	and	working	with	Michael	Stone	and	the	leadership	team	going	forward.Special
thanks	to	City	National	Bank	CEO	Jorge	Gonzalez	and	Market	Executive	David	Albright	for	stepping	up	in	support	of	the	transaction	in	such	a	short	time	frame	and	continuing	our	great	partnership.ADVERTISEMENT	Kessler	offered,	Iam	thrilled	to	have	the	opportunity	to	work	with	Wellington	International	President	Michael	Stone	and	his	team	to
capitalize	on	this	remarkable	growth	opportunity	for	Wellington.	While	our	investment	plan	is	a	multi-year	journey,	Im	pleased	to	share	that	we	are	already	making	some	meaningful	enhancements	to	improve	the	experience	and	infrastructure	for	thehorses,	athletes,	partners	and	spectators	for	this	coming	season.	Im	also	excited	to	work	with	The
Chronicle	of	the	Horse	and	Showgrounds	Live	and	support	their	important	roles	in	the	broader	equestrian	industry.	Wellington	International	is	home	to	the	Winter	Equestrian	Festival	(WEF),	which	is	the	largest	and	longest-running	equestrian	competition	series	in	the	world,	hosting	42	weeks	of	competition	annually	across	the	equestrian	disciplines
of	show	jumping,	hunters,	dressage	and	para-dressage	and	welcoming	over	350,000	spectators,	15,000	horses	and	7,500	competitors.	In	2024,	WEF	contributed	more	than	$400	million	in	economic	impact	to	Palm	Beach	County.	With	the	sale	process	complete,	we	can	now	turn	to	what	we	do	best	focusing	on	the	shows,	the	horses,	the	riders	and	the
equestrian	season	here	in	Wellington	with	a	renewed	purpose	and	committed	ownership	group,	noted	Stone.	Wellington	International	Horse	Show	is	the	anchor	of	the	Wellington	community.	When	it	is	strong,	our	community	is	strong,	offered	Kessler.	We	are	ready	to	turn	our	attention	and	resources	to	ensure	that	Wellington	International	remains
the	premier	horse	sports	destination	in	the	world.	Mark	Bellissimo,	managing	partner	of	Wellington	Equestrian	Partners,	LLC	(WEP),	announced	an	initiative	to	transform	Wellington,	Florida,	into	the	Equestrian	Capital	of	the	World	for	sport,	commerce	and	lifestyle.2022	was	a	record	year	for	jumping,	dressage	and	polo	in	Wellington.	The	events
attracted	more	than	5,000	families	from	50	states	and	43	countries	and	contributed	an	estimated	$200	million	of	annual	economic	impact	to	Palm	Beach	County.	With	success	come	challenges	and	need	for	reinvention	driven	by	the	growth	of	the	events,	new	market	demands,	new	competitors	and	the	significant	migration	of	full-time	residents	to
South	Florida	driven	by	COVID-19.The	Wellington	International	showgrounds.	The	jumping	and	dressage	events	are	rapidly	outgrowing	their	venues	and	require	significant	improvements	to	support	demand	and	to	elevate	quality	standards.If	not	addressed,	competitors	with	newer,	larger	venues	will	challenge	Wellingtons	stature	as	the	premier
destination.	Our	equestrian	venues	and	the	events	are	at	the	core	of	our	success.	Equestrian	Village,	the	current	home	of	dressage	and	specialty	show	jumping	events,	is	not	ideally	located,	creating	operational	conflicts	and	inefficiencies	of	moving	thousands	of	people	and	hundreds	of	horses	across	Pierson	and	South	Shore	daily	throughout	the
winter.	This	dynamic	creates	high	levels	of	unnecessary	traffic	conflicts	and	inconveniences	to	both	participants	and	residents	who	traverse	Pierson	and	South	Shore	Blvd.	Significant	lack	of	integrated	residential	options.	The	vast	majority	of	Wellingtons	housing	options	were	built	before	2000	and	Wellington	is	almost	at	full	build-out.	There	is	high
demand	and	limited	inventory	for	a	broad	range	of	golf-cart	accessible	residences	which	would	enhance	event	experiences,	reduce	traffic	and	draw	more	participants	and	residents.	There	are	limited	commercial	lifestyle	options	including	restaurants,	hotels,	co-shared	office	space	and	retail	options	that	support	the	world-class	nature	of	the	events.To
compete	with	other	venues	and	communities	we	need	to	enhance	our	offerings	as	quickly	as	possible	to	present	the	finest	experience	for	our	participants	and	a	provide	a	platform	to	engage	all	Wellington	residents.ADVERTISEMENTWhile	WEP	has	strategically	sold	over	300	acres	over	the	last	year	to	equestrian-related	entities	Global	Equestrian
Group	(GEG)	and	the	United	States	Polo	Association	(USPA),	it	still	owns	over	550	acres	in	Wellington.	Bellissimo	commented,	Our	goal	is	to	lay	out	a	comprehensive	vision	for	our	equestrian	properties	based	on	market	needs	and	feedback	from	many	constituents.	The	goal	is	to	ensure	that	our	venues	are	world-class	and	there	is	sufficient	residential
and	commercial	infrastructure	to	support	a	successful	equestrian	industry	for	the	next	50	years	and	beyond.A	master	plan	dubbed	Wellington	3.0	has	been	submitted	by	WEP	in	cooperation	with	the	Global	Equestrian	Group	to	the	Village	of	Wellington	(VOW)	outlining	a	series	of	initiatives	to	ensure	Wellingtons	long-term	success	and	competitiveness.
An	agreement	between	WEP	and	GEG	includes	a	proposed	sale	of	80	acres	of	land	to	GEG	to	support	a	showgrounds	expansion	contingent	on	a	zoning	change	for	that	land.GEG	has	already	purchased	part	of	the	land	identified	for	expanded	dressage	and	jumping	showgrounds	from	WEP	Related	entities.	The	plan,	drawn	from	years	of	operating
experience,	feedback	from	festival	participants,	spectators,	residents	and	village/county	leaders	as	well	as	a	2021	survey	from	Wellingtons	Equestrian	Preserve	Committee	(EPC),	intends	to	accomplish	the	following:	Protect,	expand	and	enhance	Wellington	Equestrian	venues	by	ensuring	that	each	equestrian	venue	is	world-class	and	secure	for
generations	to	come	through	a	transition	from	personal	venue	ownership	to	long-term	institutional	ownership.This	application	would	effectively	double	the	showgrounds	footprint	around	the	existing	Wellington	International	(WI)	showgrounds	expanding	the	footprint	from	86	to	190	acres	byconverting	104	currently	residentially	zoned	acres	into
Commercial	Equestrian	zoned	land.Some	recent	initiatives	of	the	Wellington	3.0	strategy	include	the	sale	of	Equestrian	Sport	Productions	(ESP)	and	Palm	Beach	International	Equestrian	Center	(since	renamed	to	Wellington	International)	to	GEG	and	the	recent	sale	of	the	International	Polo	Club	to	the	United	States	Polo	Association.	These	efforts
transfer	the	core	venues	into	the	hands	of	well-funded	stewards	with	long-term	global	visions	to	enhance	the	venues	and	expand	the	sport.GEGs	development	plans	include	a	single	integrated	showgrounds	for	dressage	and	show	jumping	as	well	as	a	new	stadium,	covered	arena,	a	large	grass	competition	arena,	permanent	structures	for	stabling	and
retail	and	increased	parking.	Develop	high-quality	residential	options	in	proximity	to	the	showgrounds.	Despite	economic	challenges,	interest	in	Wellington	residences	remains	unabated.Demand	is	at	an	all-time	high	and	inventory	is	at	an	all-time	low.The	plan	incorporates	existing	residential	density	(199	units)	within	the	Wellington	Country	Place
PUD	(172	acres	of	land	abutting	the	WI	showgrounds).Secondly,	it	wouldconvert96	acres	of	commercial	equestrian	into	pure	residential	at	Equestrian	Village	thus	matching	the	aforementioned	conversion	of	residential	into	commercial	abutting	the	showgrounds.There	would	be	no	commercial	elements	at	Equestrian	Village	as	all	commercial	elements
would	be	across	South	Shore	Boulevard	which	is	outside	of	the	current	Equestrian	Overlay	Zoning	District	(EOZD).A	5.3-acre	parcel	at	the	corner	of	Lake	Worth	and	South	Shore	Boulevards,	currently	in	the	EOZD,	would	be	converted	from	full	commercial	to	residential.A	pedestrian/golf	cart	bridge	crossing	South	Shore	at	Pierson	would	be	accessible
by	all	residents	and	encourage	the	use	of	golf	carts,	bicycles	and	pedestriansto	safely	access	a	dedicated	pedestrian	walkway	and	golf	cart	path	north	of	Pierson	connecting	the	showgrounds	entrance	thus	reducing	traffic	and	increasing	safety	for	participants	and	spectators	alike.	Integrate	and	connect	the	broader	community	through	an	equestrian
downtown	that	will	be	accessible	to	all	Wellington	residents	and	event	participants	that	includes	restaurants,	retail,	office	and	hospitality.It	will	include	cultural	events,	demonstration	areas,	and	support	pedestrian	traffic.All	of	this	commercial	activity	will	be	located	North	of	the	Saddles	Shops	Plaza	and	west	of	South	Shore	onexistingzoned
commercial	land	owned	by	WEP	that	is	not	located	in	the	EOZD.This	marketplace	will	be	an	economic	cluster	in	support	of	attracting	global	equestrian	businesses	and	participants	who	require	hospitality,	agile/shared	office	space	and	world-class	restaurants	and	retail.GEG	CEO	Andreas	Helgstrand	commented,	GEG	is	committed	to	the	Village	of
Wellington	and	the	equestrian	community.	The	showgrounds	expansion	will	require	significant	investment	which	will	ensure	the	finest	equestrian	facility	and	the	highest-quality	events	in	the	world.	Bellissimo	added,	Wellington	is	one	of	the	most	unique	equestrian	destinations	in	the	world.	As	a	full-time	resident,	my	passion	for	this	community	is
enduring.I	am	hopeful	these	3.0	efforts	will	resonate	with	equestrians	and	non-equestrians	alike	as	we	work	together	to	take	the	steps	to	make	it	a	phenomenal	year-round	destination.	It	was	just	eight	weeks	ago	that	Equestrian	Sport	Productions	CEO	Mark	Bellissimo	and	six-time	Olympian	Robert	Dover	officially	announced	plans	for	a	new	dressage
facility	in	Florida	that	promised	to	be	on	par	with	the	best	competition	venues	in	the	world.	On	Tuesday,	May	10,	that	dream	took	one	big	step	towards	reality,	with	a	groundbreaking	ceremony	held	on	a	rarely	used	polo	field	in	the	heart	of	Wellington.While	Bellissimo	was	the	first	to	admit	that	the	hurdles	to	create	the	Global	Dressage	Festival	and
still	unnamed	dressage	facility	have	been	significant,	he	was	met	with	nothing	but	support	at	the	groundbreaking	ceremony.	Despite	a	cloudless	sky	and	temperatures	that	topped	90	degrees,	deep-pocketed	supporters	and	stars	of	the	dressage	community,	including	Olympians	Lisa	Wilcox,	Michelle	Gibson	and	Oded	Shimoni,	attended	to	show	their
support	for	the	planned	facility.	Several	Village	of	Wellington	community	leaders,	including	Mayor	Darrell	Bowen	and	City	Councilwoman	Anne	Gerwig,	also	attended	in	an	official	show	of	support	for	the	new	venue.Four	arenas,	a	stadium	and	temporary	stabling	will	be	fully	functional	by	the	winter	season	of	2012,	promised	Bellissimo	and	Dover.
Were	standing	on	what	I	believe	will	not	only	be	better	than,	but	rival	the	greatest	facilities	in	the	world,	including	Aachen,	commented	Dover.	There	are	always	the	naysaysersthere	are	always	people	who	dont	want	things	to	change	and	are	worried	about	changing	the	view,	or	construction	noise,	or	any	number	of	things.	But	what	they	dont	realize	is
that	this	facility	will	change	the	landscape	of	dressage	in	America.	It	will	bring	business	to	their	front	doors.As	long	as	[Bellissimo]	obeys	the	rules	and	regulations,	everything	is	good	to	go,	said	Bowen.	And	he	does,	and	he	will.	Theres	nothing	wrong	with	anything	hes	doing.Bellissimo,	able	to	point	to	the	successful	renovation	of	the	Palm	Beach
International	Equestrian	Center,	which	his	ESP	completed	in	just	three	years,	spoke	confidently	when	asked	if	debuting	dressage	competition	by	the	upcoming	winter	season	was	too	ambitious.I	believe	you	will	see	a	transition	that	will	be	as	fast	and	as	complete	as	what	we	were	able	to	achieve	at	the	Winter	Equestrian	Festival,	said	Bellissimo.	In	six
weeks	we	had	the	International	Ring	built.	We	moved	a	road	in	two	weeks.	Well	have	the	dressage	facility	done	in	the	summer.	Thats	not	to	say	that	it	wont	be	a	slow	transition	at	first.	But	Im	confident	in	the	construction,	actually.	My	chief	concern	is	how	well	make	it	inviting	to	the	community.ADVERTISEMENTWith	that	in	mind,	Bellissimo	was
careful	to	explain	that	the	new	WEF	of	dressage	isnt	intended	to	replace	the	existing	dressage	facilities	at	the	Jim	Brandon	Center	in	West	Palm	Beach	or	the	White	Fences	Equestrian	Center	in	Loxahatchee.	He	said	they	plan	to	schedule	their	show	dates	around	the	ones	that	already	exist.While	the	general	consensus	of	the	immediate	community	is	a
high	priority,	the	planned	facility	has	already	attracted	significant	buzz	and	support	within	the	international	dressage	community,	said	Ken	Braddick	of	Dressage-News.com.	Fresh	off	a	trip	to	the	Reem	Acra	Dressage	World	Cup	Final	in	Leipzig,	Germany,	and	the	Horses	&	Dreams	show	in	Hagen,	Braddick	attested	to	intense	European	interest	in	the
debut	of	a	winter	venue	built	solely	for	dressage.During	my	trip	I	was	constantly	asked	about	this	new	venue,	said	Braddick.	They	want	to	know	how	they	can	get	stalls	and	when	the	condos	will	be	up	for	sale.	The	world	is	viewing	this	facility	with	extreme	interest	and	excitement.	Mark	Bellissimo	is	the	founder,	managing	partner,	and	largest
shareholder	of	a	series	of	equestrian	related	entities	which	are	focused	on	creating	sport,	entertainment,	lifestyle,	and	commerce	centered	around	the	love	of	horses.Bellissimo,	and	his	partners,	have	invested	over	$500	million	dollars	in	the	equine	industry	including	the	acquisitionof	thousands	of	acres	of	real	estate	that	are	dedicated	to	the
equestrian	lifestyle.	They	own	and	operate	three	of	the	largest	equestrian	venues	in	the	World;the	Palm	Beach	International	Equestrian	Center	located	in	Wellington	Florida;	The	Colorado	Horse	Park	located	in	Parker	Colorado;	and	the	Tryon	International	Equestrian	Center	located	in	Mill	Spring	North	Carolina.As	CEO	of	Equestrian	Sport
Productions,	Bellissimo	manages	the	Winter	Equestrian	Festival	which	is	the	largest	and	longest	running	Hunter/Jumper	event	in	the	world.	Bellissimo	also	created	the	Global	Dressage	Festival	which	is	the	worlds	premiere	dressage	circuit	which	also	operates	over	12	weeks	in	the	winter.	The	two	events,	located	at	the	Palm	Beach	International
Equestrian	Center,	run	from	the	beginning	of	January	to	the	end	of	March	and	have	up	to	3,300	horses	showing	in	any	given	week	and	over	7,500	over	the	duration	of	the	circuit.	The	events	attract	participants	come	from	50	states	and	43	countries.In	January	2014,	Bellissimos	entities	purchased	the	Colorado	Horse	Park	for	$11	million	dollars.	The
venue	is	located	in	Parker	Colorado,	just	40	minutes	outside	of	Denver.	The	venue	primarily	runs	jumping,	dressage,	and	eventing	competitions	from	April	through	September	on	9	competition	rings.	Also,	in	2014,	Bellissimo	launched	the	Tryon	International	Equestrian	Center	in	Mill	Spring,	North	Carolina.	The	1,600	acre	equestrian	Tryon	Resort	is
located	at	the	foothills	of	the	Blue	Ridge	Moutnains	and	is	intended	to	be	the	Worlds	premiere	year	round	equestrian	lifestyle	destination,	combining	world	class	horse	sport	with	comprehensive	lifestyle	amenities.	The	venue	is	located	between	four	cities;	Charlotte,	Asheville,	Spartanburg	and	Greenville,	In	Addition	to	Mark	and	Katherine	Bellissimo,
the	Tryon	Equestrian	Partnership	(TEP)	consists	of	Roger	and	Jennifer	Smith,	Lisa	Lourie,	Howard	and	Gwen	Dvorkin,	Jennifer	and	Diana	Mercer,	and	Joe	and	Cindy	Mitchell.	The	TEP	Partnership	has	invested	over	$150	million	dollars	developing	the	Tryon	Resort.In	January	2016,	Bellissimos	Wellington	Equestrian	Partners	(WEP)	purchased	the
Wanderers	Club	for	$6.8	million	dollars.	The	Wanderers	Club	is	a	200	acre	private	sports	club	and	golf	course	located	3	minutes	from	the	Palm	Beach	International	Equestrian	Center.	In	April	2016,	WEP	purchased	the	248	acre	International	Polo	Club	of	Palm	Beach	(IPC)	for	$74	million	dollars.	IPC	is	one	of	the	highest	profile	polo	venues	in	the	world
and	home	of	the	US	Open,	the	most	prestigious	polo	tournament	in	the	US.	The	recent	purchases	in	2016	bring	WEP	Wellington	land	holdings	to	nearly	1000	acres.In	November	of	2016,	the	Tryon	International	Equestrian	Center	in	North	Carolina	was	selected	to	host	the	2018	FEI	World	Equestrian	Games	(WEG)	in	Tryon,	North	Carolina.	The	event,
which	is	the	olympics	of	equestrian	sport,	will	occur	between	September	10th23rd,	2018	and	is	projected	to	have	over	300,000	attendees	over	the	14	days	and	could	have	an	economic	impact	of	over	$200	million	dollars	to	the	community.Bellissimo	is	also	the	owner	of	International	Equestrian	Group	(IEG)	which	owns	the	Chronicle	of	the	Horse	media
business	and	the	Rolex	Central	Park	Horse	Show	in	NYC,	as	well	as	other	equestrian	related	entities	and	events.How	and	when	did	you	get	involved	in	Equestrian	Sport?Our	family	had	been	coming	to	Wellington	from	Boston	since	2000.	It	was	a	perfect	place	to	escape	from	the	cold	New	England	winters.In	2004,	we	moved	to	Wellington	full	time.	In
2005,	we	purchased	one	of	the	last	horse	properties	in	Grand	Prix	Village,	only	to	find	out	days	later	that	the	Stadium	Jumping	Inc.s	lease	of	the	show	grounds,	which	was	projected	to	expire	in	2008,	was	potentially	in	default.	Gene	Mische,	who	created	WEF,	understood	the	limitations	of	the	business	which	had	lost	millions	over	the	years,	and	he
knew	he	did	not	have	financial	resources	to	take	this	event	to	the	next	level.Ive	had	significant	experience	with	corporate	restructurings	and	business	turnarounds.	Ive	been	involved	in	a	diverse	set	of	industries	including	airlines,	manufacturers,	software	and	service	companies.	The	common	theme	in	failing/flailing	companies	is	the	lack	of	focus	and
discipline	in	understanding	the	relationship	between	evolving	market	conditions,	customer	value	propositions,	and	business	cost	structures/capital	investments.	I	believe	this	to	be	true	also	in	the	horse	show	business.	Further,	those	that	have	been	close	to	an	industry	for	an	extended	period	time,	sometimes	lose	perspective	and	have	an	inability	to
challenge	the	institutional	knowledge	and	traditions	that	sometimes	hamper	innovation	and	evolution.	I	didnt	know	what	I	didnt	know,	so	everything	was	on	the	table	for	discussion.Without	getting	into	detail,	I	worked	with	Gene	to	put	a	plan	in	place	that	would	be	a	call	to	action.	Our	group	would	purchase	the	Wellington	show	grounds	from	Palm
Beach	Polo	and	would	ensure	that	WEF	would	become	a	permanent	fixture	in	Wellington	with	a	new	strategy	to	expand	the	sport.The	Wellington	Equestrian	Partners	was	formed	in	early	2006,	with	three	partnersmyself,	Dennis	Dammerman	and	Roger	Smith.	Our	vision	was	to	transform	Wellington	from	a	town	with	a	large	horse	show	to	a	community
with	a	vibrant	equestrian	industry	that	would	include	a	world-class	Showgrounds,	enhanced	lifestyle	options	and	a	family	friendly	offering	that	would	be	integrated	into	the	community.	The	core	of	strategy	was	to	capture	the	energy	and	passion	surrounding	the	horse	and	create	a	family	friendly	world	centered	around	this	great	animal.We	later
expanded	the	partnership	to	include	a	diverse	group	of	10	families.	The	common	denominator	of	all	these	families	is	their	love	of	horses	and	a	passion	for	Wellington	and	the	equestrian	lifestyle.Whats	your	educational	background?I	grew	up	in	Boston,	Mass.,	and	attended	Phillips	Academy	(Andover)	for	high	school	then	Middlebury	College	in
Vermont.	I	received	my	MBA	from	Harvard	Business	School	(Mass.).You	mentioned	that	your	daughters	ride.They	ride	both	hunters	and	jumpers.	We	keep	the	horses	at	our	farm	in	Wellington.	My	son	plays	polo.Do	you	ride?I	have	a	Quarter	Horse	called	Easy.	I	really	enjoy	riding	him	around	the	farm	and	the	trails.	I	built	a	chute	that	goes	from	his
paddock	to	a	patio	outside	my	office	in	North	Carolina.	I	wake	up	early	in	the	morning	when	it	is	dark	and	he	will	see	my	light	on,	come	over	and	neigh	outside	my	office	until	I	come	out	and	give	him	a	treat.	I	have	trained	him	to	my	whistle.	If	I	am	on	the	phone	sitting	outside	the	office,	he	will	come	and	put	his	head	on	my	lap	until	I	give	him	a	treat.
He	has	become	a	big	dog.	I	learned	directly,	you	dont	have	to	be	a	competitor	or	a	lifelong	horseman	to	be	captivated	by	a	horse.	The	connection	between	horse	and	human	is	powerful.	I	am	hopeful	we	can	spread	that	magic	to	a	far	broader	population.How	would	your	friends	describe	your	character?During	a	celebratory	dinner	on	my	behalf,	a	dear
friend	conveyed,	.great	father,	husband,	respected	boss,	loyal	friend	that	is	always	there	in	good	times	and	bad,	who	is	eager	to	take	on	a	challenge	with	a	high	intensity	effort,	never	discouraged	by	obstacles	thrown	in	his	path	and	a	relentless,	but	principled	pursuit	and	track	record	for	successful	outcomes.	I	was	honored	by	the
comment.ADVERTISEMENTSome	of	your	efforts	are	disruptive	to	some	traditions	in	the	sport,	How	do	you	deal	with	your	critics?Change	is	extremely	hard	for	most	people,	especially	those	people	who	are	vested	in	what	they	know,	feel	and	touch.	Add	a	level	of	uncertainty	in	the	outcome	of	that	change,	and	it	creates	fear.	That	fear	then	evolves	into
resistance	and	criticism	of	the	unknown	and	then	criticism	of	the	individuals	who	are	pursuing	the	change.This	is	true	for	most	exploration	and	invention	in	history.	The	fact	is,	visions	do	not	come	with	majority	support,	and	the	execution	of	the	vision	is	filled	with	setbacks	in	the	form	of	mistakes,	failures,	and	shortcomings	that	provide	fodder	for	the
critics.	In	response	to	these	setbacks	and	critics,	you	can	either	quit,	adapt,	or	get	stronger,	smarter,	and	overcome.	If	the	critics	prevail,	the	status	quo	prevails,	and	the	corresponding	change	and	opportunities	die.	You	will	never	know	what	could	have	been.Your	willingness	to	persevere	directly	correlates	to	your	fundamental	belief	in	the	outcome,
your	resources	and	your	team,	because	the	ultimate	fact	is,	critics	do	not	write	great	novels,	produce	great	movies,	build	great	buildings,	invent	cures,	lead	companies,	build	products,	or	change	society.	They	criticize.	Criticism	is	important	to	improve	a	process,	but	it	should	not	be	the	lasting	legacy.Whats	your	involvement	in	ESP?While	I	oversee	a
number	of	personal	private	equity	and	real	estate	investments,	Ive	pretty	much	evolved	to	our	equestrian	operations	in	Florida,	North	Carolina,	and	Colorado	full	time.	This	has	turned	into	a	larger	investment	and	a	larger	scope	project	than	I	originally	anticipated	but	its	much	more	of	a	lifestyle	investment.What	is	the	overall	goal?To	transform
equestrian	sport	from	an	elitist	fragmented	fringe	market	into	a	more	respected	and	valued	lifestyle	and	sport	option	and	to	create	the	premiere	lifestyle	destinations	in	the	word.	The	vision	is	centered	around	the	love	of	the	horse	and	making	the	sport	more	accessible	to	anyone	with	an	interest,	regardless	of	financial	resourceswhether	a	direct
participant	or	a	spectator.Whats	been	the	biggest	challenge?Making	the	equestrian	centers	and	its	activities	relevant,	attractive,	and	engaging	to	the	communities	in	which	they	operate.For	the	past	10	years	we	have	opened	up	the	facility	to	the	community	with	great	success.	During	the	Winter	Equestrian	Festival	we	consistently	draw	an	audience	of
6,000-8,000	during	our	Saturday	Night	Lights	event.	The	strategy	was	very	focused.	First,	we	had	to	get	people	to	know	about	the	facility	by	providing	high	quality,	low	cost	entertainment	that	inspires	them	to	come	learn	about	equestrian	sport.	I	would	estimate	that	when	we	started	less	than	10	percent	of	non-equestrians	in	Wellington	knew	where
the	facility.	I	bet	now	there	a	close	to	50%	of	the	residents	have	attended	an	event.	The	level	of	participation	is	growing	.Second,	we	have	to	create	an	access	point	or	vehicle	that	allows	families	in	the	community	to	experience	the	majesty	of	the	sport	through	free	lessons,	camps,	accessible	riding	programs	and	a	scholarship	program	for	childrenthat
vehicle	is	the	Palm	Beach	Riding	Academy,	and	it	is	had	great	success	in	introducing	hundreds	of	local	families	to	horse	sport.Third,	we	need	to	embrace	and	help	grow	the	pony	clubs,	low-cost	interscholastic	public	school	riding	programs,	and	collegiate	programs.	Many	of	these	programs	start	in	elementary	school	and	ends	up	in	high	school	and
allows	the	participants	to	become	positioned	to	access	the	tens	of	millions	of	dollars	of	collegiate	scholarships.Once	people	become	insiders	to	the	sport	and	not	observers	to	an	inaccessible	distant	world,	they	will	become	interested,	engaged	and	fellow	enthusiasts.	Katherine	has	driven	this	strategy.What	is	your	strategy?In	a	given	year	in	the	US,
there	are	8	million	people	who	ski,	23	million	people	who	pick	up	a	tennis	racquet,	25	million	who	golf,	and	27	million	people	who	will	ride	a	horse.	There	is	a	great	passion	for	horses	and	horse	sport,	but	for	many,	it	is	considered	a	fringe,	elitist,	inaccessible	activity	from	a	sport,	leisure,	and	commercial	perspective.Horse	sport	in	the	US	(despite
being	the	worlds	largest	economy)	has	not	reached	its	potential	in	terms	of	competitor	participation,	sponsorship,	and	spectatorship.	It	is	far	behind	Europe	and	other	countries	in	this	regard.	This	is	the	result	of	a	number	of	factors:	the	large	number	of	sporting	alternatives	in	the	US;	urbanization,	which	has	converted	horse	farms	into	subdivisions
and	makes	access	to	entry-level	riding	programs	less	accessible;	participation	in	the	sport	is	expensive	relative	to	other	sporting	options;	many	show	facilities	are	located	in	remote	areas	with	limited	spectator	options	and	organizers	have	little	incentive	to	promote	spectatorship	as	shows	generate	their	primary	income	from	the	competitors;
competition	formats	can	be	confusing;	the	lack	of	developed	rider	personalities;ADVERTISEMENT	the	formal	attire	of	the	athletes;	limited	participation	and	spectatorship	in	the	sport	which	limits	the	viability	of	TV	and	corresponding	media	impressions	which	are	critical	to	generating	corporate	sponsorship	interest	the	core	driver	for	true	commercial
sports.These	factors	have	created	a	scenario	where	to	succeed	you	have	to	be	independently	wealthy,	have	a	strong	owner,	or	be	extremely	productive	in	horse	acquisition	and	sales	as	a	trainer	to	survive	in	the	top	level	of	the	sport.	Currently,	very	few	equestrian	athletes	in	the	US	can	generate	their	primary	income	through	prize	money
winnings.Sports	such	as	skiing,	tennis,	golf,	and	even	car	racing	went	through	transitions	from	hobbies	to	professions	in	the	US	through	aggressive	efforts	to	commercialize	the	sport.	Most	often,	that	transition	comes	as	a	result	of	executing	five	steps:	structuring	the	event	to	ensure	a	high	level	of	spectator	interest;	aggressive	promotion	of	the	sport
to	the	target	market;	increased	media	coverage;	developing	strong	sponsorship	relationships;	developing	a	financial	model	so	that	the	athletes	and	organizers	can	both	make	money.The	critical	economic	driver	for	the	success	of	US	sport	is	sponsorship.	Without	a	strong	sponsorship	model	theres	no	meaningful	top	sport	in	this	country,	and	theres	no
financial	model	for	the	riders.	Also,	there	needs	to	be	more	productive	collaboration	between	the	top	riders,	event	organizers,	and	the	governing	bodies	in	an	effort	to	create	athlete	and	horse	personalities	in	the	sport	and	a	more	engaging	and	marketable	product	that	attracts	media	interest	and	corresponding	sponsorship.There	is	no	silver	bullet	that
will	happen	overnight;	the	transformation	of	horse	sport	will	take	well	over	10	years.	Organizations	need	to	have	great	patience	and	capital	to	shepherd	this	transformation	along.	In	essence,	as	an	organization,	we	are	embracing	the	five-step	strategy	mentioned	above.	The	venues	(PBIEC,	TIEC,	and	Colorado)	and	the	events	(Central	Park	Horse
Show)	we	are	creating	are	generating	significant	spectator	and	sponsorship	interest.	We	have	one	of	the	largest	sponsor	portfolios	in	the	world	with	diverse	brands	like	Rolex,	Coca	Cola,	Land	Rover,	BMW,	Bank	of	America,	Fidelity,	Hermes,	etc.We	believe	that	Tryon	International	Equestrian	Center	is	the	first	equestrian	venue	that	is	a	dedicated
platform	to	grow	the	sport	across	all	dimensions	(sport,	entertainment,	lifestyle,	and	commercial).What	is	currently	your	most	interesting	non-equestrian	project?Recently,	in	support	or	our	efforts	in	Tryon,	we	started	a	manufacturing	company	which	I	operate	called	US	Precision	Construction,	which	utilizes	robotics	and	automation	to	manufacture
high-end	modular	structures	that	can	be	used	for	residential,	retail,	commercial,	and	hospitality	projects.	I	am	excited	about	its	capabilities	and	the	opportunity	to	change	the	construction	industry.	It	is	a	very	bold	plan,	that	has	really	never	been	done	in	this	country	at	the	level	of	automation	we	are	pursuing.	It	will	fundamentally	and	profoundly
change	the	velocity	and	cost	of	our	development	in	Tryon.What	is	currently	your	most	interesting	equestrian	project.Clearly	it	is	the	FEI	World	Equestrian	Games	that	will	be	held	in	Tryon	on	September	10th-23rd,	2018.	Our	organization	is	both	honored	and	excited	to	run	this	event.	We	have	a	great	team	led	by	Michael	Stone	that	really	understands
the	sport	and	we	have	a	great	opportunity	to	present	this	event	to	world	unlike	any	other.	We	are	going	to	run	an	event	called	the	World	Equestrian	Expo	along	side	the	event	with	the	theme	of	the	Celebration	of	the	Horse	highlighting	the	essence	of	the	horse	through	history	and	its	impact	on	human	life.What	do	you	hope	to	be	your	legacy?There	are
two	dimensions.	First,	in	the	sport,	I	am	hopeful	that	our	venues	and	events	were	ground	zero	for	transforming	the	sport	from	an	elite	sport	for	the	privileged	few	to	a	sport	that	is	much	more	accessible	and	engaging	to	a	population	that	loves	horses.	This	country	was	founded	on	the	back	of	a	horse	and	the	power	and	majesty	of	the	horse	has	engaged
humanity	for	thousands	of	years.	I	think	we	can	bring	energy	and	passion	for	the	horse	to	a	larger	audience.Second,	from	a	community	perspective,	the	Great	Charity	Challenge	presented	by	Fidelity	Investments.	This	is	an	event	that	was	founded	by	my	daughter	and	I	and	supported	by	our	family,	the	WEP	Partnership,	and	the	equestrian	community.
In	the	last	seven	years	the	event	has	raised	more	than	$12	million	dollars	and	is	consistently	raising	close	to	$1.6	million	dollars	per	year.	Anne	Caroline	Valtin	is	the	executive	director,	and	she	has	done	an	amazing	job	driving	this	event.	Without	her	it	would	not	be	the	success	it	is	today.	We	have	distributed	100%	of	the	money	raised	to	over	40
randomly	selected	charities	each	year	and	over	200	since	the	start	of	the	event.	It	has	some	guiding	principles	that	are	important.	1)	100%	of	funds	get	distributed	that	evening,	there	are	no	admin	costs	(which	are	covered	by	our	partnership).	2)	The	Charities	must	qualify	as	a	501	c3	in	business	for	over	2	years	and	have	direct	operations	in	Palm
Beach	County.	3)	The	36	annual	charities	are	selected	randomly	from	a	pool	of	400	charities	that	register	online.	4)	The	charities	are	randomly	assigned	to	a	teams	of	riders	that	are	funded	by	an	equestrian	family.	5)	It	is	a	fun	family	night,	no	black	ties	or	formality	around	the	event.	The	focus	is	on	the	spirit	of	giving.	6)	Everyone	wins.	The	money	is
distributed	based	on	a	3	person	relay	competition	with	the	1.6	million	distributed	in	a	sliding	scale	from	1	to	36	teams	which	all	represent	a	charity.	The	winning	teams	charity	gets	$150,000	dollars,	the	36th	place	team	gets	$15,000.	We	measure	the	success	of	the	event,	not	in	terms	of	money	raised,	but	the	numbers	of	lives	we	touch	which	at	this
point	is	in	the	tens	of	thousands.If	you	enjoyed	this	article	and	would	like	to	read	more	like	it,	consider	subscribing	to	the	Chronicle	of	the	Horse.	The	second	day	of	dressage	in	the	Cosequin	Lexington	CCI4*-S	brought	a	surprise	leader	to	the	front	of	the	pack.	Florida-based	rider	Lucienne	Bellissimo	swept	past	the	Olympic	and	U.S.	team	horses	in	the
talent-packed	division	to	take	the	top	spot	in	the	division	early	Friday	morning,	delivering	an	elegant	test	aboard	Dyri	that	scored	26.0nearly	three	points	better	than	Thursdays	leaders,	Boyd	Martin	and	Commando	3	(28.9).	Bellissimos	score	with	the	12-year-old	Holsteiner	(DiaradoLa	Calera,	King	Milford	XX)	stood	alone	at	the	top	of	the	leaderboard
until	the	very	end	of	the	division,	when	Liz	Halliday	and	her	2023	Pan	American	Games	(Chile)	team	silver	partner,	Ocala	Horse	Properties	and	Deborah	Palmers	Miks	Master	C,	came	down	centerline.	The	pair,	who	also	finished	third	in	the	five-star	here	last	year,	tied	Bellissimos	score	to	move	into	a	shared	lead.	Going	right	after	Halliday,	her	Pan
Am	teammateand	individual	gold	medalistCaroline	Pamukcu	on	HSH	Blake	delivered	another	beautiful	test.	Their	score	of	27.3	was	good	enough	to	knock	Martin	out	of	the	top	three	but	wasnt	quite	enough	to	break	the	tie	at	the	top.	Lucienne	Bellissimo	and	Dyri	put	in	a	lovely	test	to	score	a	26.0	and	tie	for	the	lead.	Shannon	Brinkman	Photo	The
score	was	a	personal	best	for	Bellissimo	and	Dyri,	whose	previous	best	score	at	the	level	was	a	28.5,	which	they	scored	en	route	to	finishing	fourth	in	the	Morven	Park	International	CCI4*-L	(Virginia)	in	October.Shes	owned	the	horse	since	2021,	after	he	was	developed	through	the	two-star	level	by	Dirk	Schrade	in	Germany.	She	characterized	her
horse	as	a	little	bit	introverted,	and	said	todays	test	was	the	first	time	shes	felt	hes	demonstrated	his	true	quality	in	the	arena.	Sometimes	when	Im	at	home,	I	feel	if	we	were	in	a	test	[hed	score]	an	8	or	a	9,	but	every	time	he	goes	up	the	centerline	he	just	loses	a	little	bit	of	his	confidence,	she	said.	Today	was	the	first	time	he	really	started	to	let	me	in
and	all	of	his	work,	including	his	changes;	he	was	very	much	on	sides.	I	was	actually	pleased	for	him.	He	finished	in	a	confident	fashion,	so	thats	fantastic.	Liz	Halliday	opted	to	ride	her	Olympic	hopeful	Miks	Master	C	in	the	Cosequin	Lexington	CCI4*-S,	and	she	shares	the	lead	after	dressage.	Kimberly	Loushin	Photo	She	took	a	rather	unusual
approach	to	taking	her	shy	horse	into	the	buzzy	atmosphere	of	the	Rolex	Stadium.ADVERTISEMENT	I	did	the	opposite	of	everybody	else:	I	did	no	arena	familiarization	with	himwhich	was	a	risk,	but	Im	a	risk-taker,	and	it	did	pay	off,	she	said.I	think,	if	Id	have	brought	him	in	last	night,	he	wouldve	come	in	thinking	a	little	bit	backwards,	and	instead	I
was	able	to	put	my	leg	on,	and	he	lit	up	and	came	up	in	his	wither	and	actually	let	me	ride	him.	So	its	interesting,	I	learned	something	about	him	today:	Hes	better	when	hes	a	little	bit	in	shock!	Bellissimo	said	shes	aiming	him	at	the	upcoming	Tryon	International	CCI4*-L	(North	Carolina)	but	has	big	hopes	for	his	future.	He	doesnt	know	how	good	he
is,	and	hes	only	just	starting	to	shine,	and	I	think	hes	capable	of	doing	a	lot	more	than	hes	done	today,	so	Im	very	excited	for	him	for	the	future,	she	said.	My	intention	is	to	try	and	make	him	a	very	good	five-star	horse,	so	I	want	to	take	my	time	and	get	him	trusting	me	at	this	level,	and	hopefully	we	can	repeat	it	when	he	steps	up	again.	Caroline
Pamukcu	and	HSH	Blake	put	in	a	lovely	test	to	sit	third.	Kimberly	Loushin	Photo	Next	to	her	in	the	top	spot	is	a	horse	with	far	more	experience:	Halliday	and	Mikki	were	third	in	the	five-star	here	last	year.	Looking	ahead	to	the	Olympic	Games	this	summer	in	Paris,	Halliday	wanted	to	make	sure	she	did	right	by	the	12-year-old	Swedish	Warmblood
gelding	(Mighty	MagicQui	Luma	CBF,	Flyinge	Quite	Easy	958)	and	opted	to	run	the	CCI4*-S	instead.	The	Chronicle	is	on-site	at	the	Kentucky	Horse	Park	with	two	reporters	to	bring	you	everything	you	need	to	know	at	coth.com,	so	you	dont	have	to	miss	a	minute	of	the	action.	You	can	find	all	of	our	coverage	from	the	week	here.You	can	also	follow
along	on	Instagram	andFacebook.	Be	sure	to	read	our	May	20	issue	for	more	in-depth	coverage	and	analysis	of	the	event.	Two	years	ago,	Lucienne	Elms	was	lying	in	a	hospital	bed	near	her	hometown	of	Hampshire,	England,	unsure	if	shed	ever	ride	again.A	car	accident	left	herwith	28	broken	bones,	and	she	spent	weeks	in	intensive	care	before
moving	to	Oaksey	House,	a	renowned	rehabilitation	center	run	by	the	Injured	Jockeys	Fund	in	Lambourn,	Berkshire,	England.Elms	was	dogged	about	her	rehabilitation	and	defied	the	odds	to	ride	again	in	the	spring	of	2019.An	entrepreneur	and	four-star	eventer,	Elms	has	since	permanently	relocated	to	the	United	States	to	expand	her	multi-pronged
business,	Horse	Scout,	and	to	bring	her	international	horses	through	the	levels,	with	the	goal	of	getting	to	a	five-star.This	weekend,	she	has	four	horses	entered	at	the	MARS	Equestrian	Tryon	International	in	Mill	Spring,	North	Carolina,	including	her	longtime	partner,	off-the-track	Thoroughbred	Mistralou	in	the	CCI4*-L.Elms	grew	up	in	New	Forest,
Hampshire,	England,	and	was	riding	before	she	was	walking.	Her	family	trained	New	Forest	Ponies,	and	she	learned	to	ride	in	Pony	Club.	She	bought	and	sold	horses	and	ponies	as	a	young	rider	but	wasnt	able	to	compete	in	affiliated	eventing	until	she	got	a	job	as	a	working	student	with	five-star	rider	Nick	Campbell.She	was	officially	eventing	by	18,
and	two	years	later	she	was	helping	Campbell	with	his	international	sales	yard	in	Dorset	and	also	starting	race	horses.When	she	was	21,	Elms	went	to	chiropractic	school	so	she	could	make	enough	money	to	keep	her	own	horses	instead	of	selling	them.True	to	form,	I	got	bored!	Elms	said.	I	was	doing	that	for	a	few	years,	had	my	own	practice.	It	was
working	nicely	with	a	string	of	horses	and	a	string	of	owners	that	Id	built	up.	I	was	riding	at	what	is	now	the	four-star	level.	Then	I	had	a	freak	accident	in	2013.	I	was	riding	a	young	horse,	and	he	fell	on	me	on	a	tarmac	road.	I	broke	my	foot	and	ankle	in	16	places	and	had	to	have	my	foot	and	ankle	reconstructed.	I	was	in	a	wheelchair	for	a	year.	In
that	time	I	lost	my	horses	and	my	owners,	which	is	fair	enough.	When	youre	not	riding	for	12	months,	nobody	wants	to	support	you.ADVERTISEMENTDuring	her	rehab,	she	dreamed	up	Horse	Scout	because	she	wasnt	sure	shed	be	able	to	return	to	riding.	But	as	soon	as	she	was	out	of	a	wheelchair,	she	was	back	on	a	horse	and	competing	at	the	three-
star	level	the	following	year.Lucienne	Elms	and	Mistralou.	Lindsay	Berreth	PhotoI	felt	very	lucky	that	it	happened	out	hacking	and	not	at	a	competition,	Elms	said.	It	was	just	a	freak	accident.	It	wasnt	a	case	of,	Oh	God,	I	dont	want	to	jump	anymore,	or	I	keep	getting	a	memory	triggered.	It	was	literally	a	young	horse	slipped	on	the	tarmac.	I	think	with
all	horse	people,	all	you	want	to	do	once	youre	injured	is	work	out	how	quickly	you	can	get	back	on	a	horse.After	her	injury,	Elms	deregistered	as	a	chiropractor	and	began	working	with	Oliver	Townend	in	Shropshire.	Horse	Scout	was	growing,	so	she	was	traveling	internationally	trying	to	find	investors	for	the	start-up.Then	in	2018,	Elms	was	driving
near	her	home	when	she	hit	a	tree.	Her	list	of	injuries	was	extensive.	In	addition	to	the	broken	bones,	she	punctured	both	lungs	and	her	spleen	and	says	she	probably	should	have	died.Long	story	short,	Im	now	very	full	of	metal,	she	said.	Ive	got	a	metal	hip,	metal	femur,	metal	wrist,	shoulder,	armsall	got	reconstructed.Elms,	36,	spent	months	at
Oaksey	House,	determined	to	get	back	on	a	horse	again.I	was	a	chiropractor,	so	I	understand	rehab	really	well.	When	I	woke	up	in	the	hospital,	and	they	told	me	Id	broken	28	bones16	ribs,	your	thoracic	spine,	your	leg,	your	arm,	your	shoulder,	I	obviously	thought,	Hmm.	This	could	take	a	while,	but	I	didnt	think,	I	dont	want	to	ride	again,	Elms	said.
[Oaksey	has]	an	amazing	rehab	unit.	They	have	cranes	that	lift	you	into	pools,	and	they	have	the	zero	gravity	tanks	that	the	military	use,	so	youre	able	to	submerge	yourself	and	create	an	environment	around	you	where	you	weigh	maybe	only	5	percent	of	your	body	weight,	so	you	can	start	to	bear	a	little	bit	of	weight.	You	slowly	build	up	again.	It	was
the	most	pain	Ive	ever	been	in,	and	I	wouldnt	wish	it	on	anyone,	but	theres	a	huge	difference	between	fractures,	trauma,	bones	and	disease.	I	didnt	have	a	disease;	I	just	had	a	lot	of	rehab	ahead	of	me.	I	was	doing	about	four	hours	a	day	in	the	gym.	Whatever	I	could	do	I	would	do.Elms	said	her	accident	has	left	her	asymmetric.	My	whole	right	side	I
cant	feel	properly,	but	I	can	still	grip,	so	thats	OK!	she	joked.	Psychologically	I	felt	so	damn	happy	to	be	back	on.	Although	I	keep	deviating	and	doing	other	businesses,	riding	is	when	I	feel	most	authentic.	To	me,	the	second	Im	in	the	saddle	Im	happy,	and	if	Im	going	cross-country	Im	happy.	The	moment	I	was	competing	again	I	sort	of	felt	like	I	could
exhale	and	relax	and	go,	OK,	yeah,	I	am	coming	back	from	this.Physically	I	do	get	frustrated,	she	continued.	With	my	lateral	work,	I	am	two	different	halves	completely,	but	I	feel	as	though	every	year	that	will	get	better,	and	its	down	to	me	needing	to	do	a	bit	more	work	in	the	gym	and	get	my	right	side	so	it	matches	my	left
side.ADVERTISEMENTLucienne	Elms	and	Diamond	Duette.	Monica	Stevenson	Photography	PhotoElms	is	based	in	Campobello,	South	Carolina,	and	Wellington,	Florida.	Mistralou,	an	18-year-old	Irish	Thoroughbred	(Fourstars	AllstarFlying	Chance),	has	been	with	her	since	he	came	off	the	track	at	age	9.	If	hes	still	feeling	good	next	year,	she	may	try
for	a	five-star,	but	she	doesnt	want	to	put	too	much	pressure	on	him.He	should	have	been	a	great	race	horse,	but	he	was	way	too	careful	to	jump	and	very	sensitive	to	ground	and	didnt	settle	as	a	race	horse	at	all,	she	said.Elms	also	has	Diamond	Duette,	a	10-year-old	Anglo	European	mare	(Carrick	Diamond	LadFachoudette,	Kachou)	shell	ride	in	the
CCI4*-S	this	weekend	at	Tryon.	Shes	new	to	the	level,	so	Elms	is	looking	for	a	confidence-boosting	ride.Atlantic	Vital	Spark,	a	10-year-old	Irish	gelding	(Atlantic	SparkeyAtlantic	Biance,	Aldatus	Z),	competed	to	the	four-star	level	with	William	Fox-Pitt	and	came	to	Elms	just	a	few	months	ago.	Shes	looking	for	a	good	finish	in	the	CCI3*-L	this
weekend.Lucienne	Elms	and	Diamond	Duette.	Lindsay	Berreth	PhotoWere	still	getting	to	know	each	other,	she	said.	Hes	a	lot	of	horse.	Im	just	trying	to	put	my	stamp	on	him	a	little	bit.Tremanton,	an	8-year-old	British	Sport	Horse	(Birkhofs	GrafenstolzTrevia,	Hand	In	Glove),	is	new	to	the	CCI2*-L	level,	so	Elms	is	hoping	for	an	educational	run	with
her.Elms	has	been	doing	virtual	flat	lessons	with	Canadian	Grand	Prix	rider	Jacquie	Brooks,	but	she	hasnt	found	jumping	help	yet	in	the	USA.	Shes	enjoyed	eventing	here	so	far,	noting	the	driving	distances	are	long,	but	the	riders	are	friendly,	and	the	courses	are	great.Because	of	COVID-19,	she	hasnt	been	able	to	travel	as	much	for	Horse	Scout,	but
normally	she	spends	about	25	percent	of	her	time	in	the	U.K.	for	the	business.	Horse	Scout	has	three	main	components:	a	marketplace	for	horse	sales	and	for	professional	riders	to	advertise	themselves;	an	agency	that	helps	draw	more	sponsorships	to	events;	and	Horse	Scout	Designs,	which	allows	users	to	print	photos	on	various	home	dcor	items.
Elms	is	hoping	to	expand	her	business	in	the	U.S.	and	bring	more	sponsorship	to	events.When	I	was	working	full	time	and	running	a	big	yard,	my	horses	were	always	kind	of	deprioritized	because	your	clients	and	sales	horses	come	first.	When	I	started	doing	the	chiropractic,	it	was	a	similar	scenario,	she	said.	Youre	always	putting	in	your	own	horses
early	and	late.	With	Horse	Scout,	I	was	based	in	Hampshire	and	renting	a	nice	facility,	and	if	I	had	to	ride	at	4	a.m.	or	11	at	night,	thats	just	what	happened.	I	was	commuting	to	London	and	Europe	a	lot,	so	I	earmarked	which	big	international	events	I	wanted	to	aim	for	and	worked	backwards.	Nowadays	I	get	them	done	in	the	morning	since	Im	only
riding	four,	so	if	youre	systematic	about	it	you	can	get	everything	done	before	11	a.m.,	then	carry	on	with	your	working	day.Disclosure:Elms	is	married	to	Chronicle	owner	and	publisher	Mark	Bellissimo,	and	Horse	Scout	Designs	advertises	with	the	Chronicle.	
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