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The subjunctive (el subjuntivo) is one of the three moods in Spanish, the other two being the indicative and the imperative. The subjunctive is used to express desires, doubts, wishes, conjectures, emotions, and possibilities. The subjunctive mood includes many of the same verb tenses as the indicative mood, including the perfect, the past, and the
future, which is rarely used in modern Spanish, but good to know for literature. Articles on the Different Subjunctive TensesPresentSpanish Present SubjunctiveSpanish Present Perfect SubjunctivePastSpanish Imperfect SubjunctivePast Perfect Subjunctive FormsFutureSpanish Future SubjunctiveSpanish Future Perfect Subjunctive There are often
three main parts to a subjunctive sentence: Subjunctive sentences often have one subject in the main/independent clause and one in the noun/dependent clause.examplesYo quiero que t limpies el bao.I want you to clean the bathroom.2. A ConjunctionSubjunctive sentences often have parts linked by a conjunction, such as que(that), aunque(although),
a no ser que(unless) or a fin de que(so that).examplesYo quiero que t limpies el bao.l want you to clean the bathroom. Subjunctive sentences often contain a WEIRDO verb (see uses below) that signals that the verb in the next clause will be in the subjunctive.examplesYo quiero que t limpies el bao.l want you to clean the bathroom.WEIRDOThe
acronym WEIRDO stands for: Wishes, Emotions, Impersonal expressions, Recommendations, Doubt/Denial, and Ojal. Wishes and Desires with the SubjunctiveWishing, wanting, demanding, desiring, expecting, ordering, and preferring all fall into the category of wishes. Learn more about wishes and desires here.examplesEsperamos que cocines
bien.We hope that you cook well.Expressing Emotions with the SubjunctiveBeing annoyed, angry, happy, regretful, sad, scared, or surprised all fall into this category. Learn more about expressing emotions here.examplesMe alegro de que sonras.It makes me happy that you smile.Impersonal Expressions with the SubjunctiveImpersonal expressions
work a lot like emotions in that they express someones opinion or value judgment. They focus on the subjectivity of the statement and not on the actual truth or reality of the situation. Learn more about impersonal expressions here.examplesEs necesario que Jaime lea este libro.It is necessary that Jaime read this book.Recommendations and Requests
with the SubjunctiveWhen a person recommends, suggests, wants, or asks another person to do (or not do) something, the subjunctive is used. Learn more about recommendations and requests here.examplesMi doctor recomienda que beba ms agua.My doctor recommends I drink more water.Doubt and Denial with the SubjunctiveTo doubt or deny
something is to question its connection with reality or to express that it is hypothetical. Learn more about doubts and denial here.examplesDudo que |1 tenga mi nmero de telfono.I doubt that he has my phone number.Ojal with the SubjunctiveOjal means I hope/pray to God, God willing, I hope, I wish, or if only. Learn more about ojal here.examplesOjal
que recuerde nuestro aniversario!l hope to God he remembers our anniversary. In Spanish, there are some words and phrases that work with the subjunctive. These Spanish subjunctive triggers are essential and useful for identifying when you need to use the subjunctive mood. So, in this guide, Ive compiled a list of common verbs and phrases you
should know. Here is a summary of what youll find in this guide: Ive also made sure to include simple examples using this vocabulary so you can check how to apply each one of these subjunctive triggers. Lets do this! Because of its applications, the verbs that trigger the subjunctive are Spanish verbs that express hopes, desires, emotions, requests,
recommendations, and uncertainty. The most common verb triggers for the subjunctive are: Aconsejar que: To advise thatAlegrar que*: To be glad thatDar gusto que*: To be glad thatDar miedo que*: To be afraid of/thatDecir que: To say thatDesear que: To wish thatDudar que: To doubt thatEncantar que*: To love thatEsperar que: To hope thatGustar
que*: To like thatInteresar que*: To be interested inMolestar que: It bothersNecesitar que: To need thatNo creer que: To not think thatPedir que: To ask thatPermitir que: To allow thatPreocupar que*: To worry that / To be worriedProhibir que: To forbid thatQuerer que: To want thatRecomendar que: To recommend thatSentir que: To feel
thatSorprender que*: It surprisesSugerir que: To suggest that The terms followed by an asterisk (*¥) are verbs of emotions and require Spanish indirect object pronouns to mention who is the person experiencing that feeling. Notice that verbs that trigger the subjunctive are followed by the word que, term that introduces the clause in subjunctive
form. Here are some examples: [Verb trigger] + que + [verb in subjunctive] Les sugiero que hablen con la directora.l suggest you speak with the director. Me preocupa que Chris se vaya a lastimar.l am worried that Chris is going to hurt himself. Dice Paola que dejes de preguntar por ella.Paola says you stop asking for her. Mauricio nos pidi que no
dijramos nada.Mauricio asked us not to say anything. Te molesta que yo tome tu celular sin permiso.It bothers you that I take your phone without permission. Take Note: Verbs that trigger the subjunctive in Spanish are used in sentences with two subjects and verbs. In addition to the list of verbs above, certain Spanish impersonal expressions are also
subjunctive triggers. Most of these phrases are formed with es + adjective. Here are some of the most common phrases that trigger the subjunctive in Spanish: Es absurdo que: Its absurd thatEs bueno que: Its good thatEs difcil que: Its difficult thatEs extrao que: Its strange thatEs fantstico que: Its fantastic thatEs horrible que: Its horrible thatEs
importante que: Its important thatEs imposible que: Its impossible thatEs imprescindible que: Its essential thatEs increble que: Its incredible thatEs interesante que: Its interesting thatEs lgico que: Its logical thatEs malo que: Its bad thatEs mejor que: Its better thatEs natural que: Its natural thatEs necesario que: Its necessary thatEs normal que: Its
normal thatEs preferible que: Its better thatEs probable que: Its probable thatEs ridculo que: Its ridiculous thatEs suficiente que: Its enough thatEs terrible que: Its terrible thatEs una Istima que: Its a shame thatEs urgente que: Its urgent thatPuede que: Its possible that / It might These expressions can be used in negative form and you can also
conjugate them in different tenses. Here are some examples using these expressions: Es probable que mis amigas no vengan.Its likely that my friends arent coming. Tranquila, es normal que te sientas triste.Easy. Its normal that you feel sad. No es necesario que traiga su identificacin.Its not necessary for you to bring your ID. Nios, es importante que
me digan que pas.Kids, its important that you tell me what happened. Take Note: There are some impersonal expressions that are used with the Spanish indicative mood. But notice that those phrases express certainty and truth (es obvio, es cierto, es verdad). Spanish adverbs and conjunctions that convey probability, uncertainty, hope, or refer to
hypothetical scenarios are also triggers for the Spanish subjunctive mood. A fin de que: So thatA no ser que: UnlessA pesar de que: AlthoughAunque: Even thoughComo si: As ifCon la condicin de que: On the condition thatCon tal de que: As long asCuando: WhenDe ah que: Hence / ThereforeDespus de que: AfterEn caso de que: In caseEn cuanto: As
soon asHasta que: UntilPara que: So thatPosiblemente: Possibly / PerhapsProbablemente: Probably / LikelySin que: WithoutQuiz: Perhaps / MaybeTan pronto como: As soon asTanto como: As much asTal vez: MaybeOQjal: I hope / Hopefully Here are some sentences using some of these subjunctive triggers: [Conjugated verb] + [trigger] + [verb in
subjunctive] Hblame cuando llegues.Call me when you get there. Nos vamos en cuanto deje de llover.Were leaving as soon as it stops raining. Te voy a esperar hasta que termines.Im going to wait for you until you finish. Tal vez maana no vaya a trabajar.Maybe I wont go to work. Podemos hablar cuando tengas tiempo? Can we talk when you have
time? Take Note: The word cuando can also be used with indicative tenses. However, those sentences refer to habitual actions or events that have already happened. Cuando + subjunctive is a time marker for future and hypothetical events that have not occurred yet, and were not completely sure they will happen. Key Points Many verbs and phrases
set off the subjunctive mood in Spanish. Here are some important points you need to know: Verbs, words, and phrases that convey doubt, desires, hopes, demands, suggestions, uncertainty, and probability are subjunctive triggers.Examples of common verbs that trigger the Spanish subjunctive are esperar, querer, pedir, and aconsejar.Spanish verbs
of emotion express the feelings someones actions or behavior causes in a person.Verb triggers for the subjunctive are used in sentences with two subjects and two verbs.Many expressions with es + adjective are examples of impersonal phrases with subjunctive.Impersonal phrases that imply certainty or factual information are used with the indicative
mood. Even though knowing common Spanish subjunctive triggers can signal that a sentence requires the subjunctive, you should still learn how and when to use this mood. Also, make sure you review indirect object pronouns since many verbs of emotion use these pronouns. As a tip, you should remember that the word ojal is one of the most well-
known subjunctive triggers. Download the Subjunctive Triggers Spanish PDF As youve seen, there are many verbs, phrases, expressions, and words that trigger the subjunctive mood in Spanish. Download the PDF for this guide with all the complete lists of triggers as well as the graphics and key points. For a long time, I couldnt figure out the
Spanish subjunctive.l was comfortable talking in the present tense but floundered whenever I tried to remember subjunctive conjugation.And sometimes I couldnt even remember whether I was supposed to use the subjunctive in a given situation.But the Spanish subjunctive isnt as tricky as I thought. So in this post, Im walking you through it so you
can master it, too.ContentsWhat is the Spanish Subjunctive Mood?There are three moods in Spanish: indicative, imperative and subjunctive.The indicative is the most common mood thats used to talk about facts and observations, while the imperative is used for commands, orders and instructions.The subjunctive mood that were discussing today is
used when expressing:Wishes, desires, doubts and guessesEmotions and possibilitiesObligations or necessitiesBut first, whats the difference between a mood and a tense?A tensetells us when the action takes place. This place in time can be the past, the present or the future. On the other hand, a mood does not place the action at any moment in
timeinstead, it tells about how we feel about the action.English vs. Spanish SubjunctiveWhile English speakers often have a lot of trouble with the subjunctive, English does have a subjunctive mood.However, its far less common than in Spanish and more associated with formal speech and writing. Yet similar enough that it should provide a basis for
understanding the Spanish subjunctive.Think about the following sentences:If I were in your position, I would call the police.The important thing is that you be here.I wish I were a little bit taller.When to Use the Spanish Subjunctivel. When You See Trigger WordsSpecific trigger words tell you your sentence should be conjugated in the
subjunctive.For example, the subjunctive mood often occurs in subordinate clauses (clauses that cannot stand alone as a complete sentence) that begin with que:Es probable que salgamos tarde. (Its likely well leave late).Es bueno que tengas tiempo libre. (Its good that you have free time).Also notice the beginnings of the sentences: es probable and es
bueno.Some other common subjunctive triggers are:Es importante que (its important that)Dudar que (to doubt that)Es bueno que (its good that)Es malo que (its bad that)Esperar que (to hope/wish that)Es mejor que (its better that)Es raro que (its strange that)Es posible que (its possible that)Es probable que (its likely that)Es necesario que (its
necessary that)Hasta que (until)Ojal que (hopefully)No es seguro que (its not certain that)Mientras que (meanwhile/while)Sin que (without)Querer que (to want to)2. In Specific Situations (Using the WEIRDO Method)The WEIRDO Method is an excellent way of remembering six situations when the subjunctive is used in Spanish.Here is what it stands
for, plus some examples:WishesEspero que se enamore de m. (I hope she falls in love with me).EmotionsMe encanta que me llames. (I love it when you call me).Impersonal expressionsEs importante que vengas. (It is important that you come).RecommendationsTe recomiendo que no bebas alcohol. (I recommend that you dont drink
alcohol).Doubt/DenialDudo que tenga 30 aos. (I doubt she is 30) / No creo que valga la pena. (I dont think its worth it).Ojal (Hopefully)Ojal me toque la lotera. (I hope Ill win the lottery).3. When There Are Two Clauses with Different SubjectsIf you have two clauses in a sentence and each of them has a different subject, use the indicative (or
imperative, as appropriate) for the main clause and the subjunctive for the subordinate one.Just as a quick refreshera clause is a related group of words that contains a subject and a verb.Now on to our examples:(Yo) Quiero que (t) digas la verdad. (I want you to tell the truth).(T) Dile que (1) no vuelva. (Tell him not to come back).(Nosotros)
Necesitamos que Ana nos ayude. (We need Ana to help us).4. To Express Future Probability, Intention and SpeculationSpanish also uses the subjunctive to express future probability, intention and speculation.Apart from some of the expressions included in the Trigger Method that can be used for future purposes (like Es posible que), there are two
important situations when Spanish uses the subjunctive: Cuando (when) + a future actionand insecond conditionals(a type of conditional used to imagine situations that are realistically impossible or unlikely)..Instead of using the future tense, use the subjunctive after cuando for future actions:Te llamar cuando vuelva. (Ill call you when Im
back).Cuando lleguemos a casa, haremos las maletas. (When we arrive home, we will pack).Spanish uses if + imperfect subjunctive, simple conditional for second conditionals.For example:Si fuera rico, comprara una casa. (If I were rich, I would buy a house).Si estudiaras ms, aprobaras el examen. (If you studied more, you would pass the exam).In the
end, the best way to master the subjunctive is by practicing it, using it with native speakers and listening to Spanish media. The videos on FluentU, for instance, are a good option as they let you see the subjunctive in context.How to Conjugate a Spanish Verb in the SubjunctiveSubjunctive conjugations are pretty straightforward, assuming youve
already got your present indicative and imperative conjugations locked down.All you need to do is follow two steps:Step 1: Start with the verb stem used for the first person present tenseStep 2: Change the ending according to the subject (using the conjugation tables below).-Ar verbs end with-e,-es, -emos, -en, and-er/-ir verbs end with-a, -as, -amos, -
an.Here are some examples of indicative vs subjunctive forms:Encuentro (I find) Encuentre(I find)Bailas (you dance) Bailes (you dance)Tienen (they have) Tengan (they have)Hacemos (we do/make) Hagamos (we do/make)Regular present subjunctive endingsPronoun-AR verbs-IR and -ER verbsYo-e-aT-es-asUsted, 1, ella-e-aNosotros-emos-
amosVosotros-is-isUstedes/Ellos/Ellas-en-anlrregular verbs in the present subjunctiveThere are only six verbs that are specifically irregular in the present
subjunctive.PronounESTARSABERSERHABERDARIRYoEstSepaSeaHayaDVayaTEstsSepasSeasHayasDesVayasUsted/l/EllaEstSepaSeaHayaDVayaNosotrosEstemosSepamosSeamosHayamosDemosVayamosVosotrosEstisSepisSeisHayisDeisVayisUstedes/Ellos/EllasEstnSepanSeanHayanDenVayanCommon Mistakes with the Subjunctivelve been teaching
Spanish for 20 years now and Ive found that 99% of my students make the same mistakes, have the same problems and are equally lost when studying the Spanish subjunctive.But if you stick to the rules and follow all the information included in this post, you wont have any problem with this mood. The subjunctive is only as difficult as you make it to
be.Not every que triggers the subjunctiveThere are countless situations where que is followed by the subjunctive, but this is only true if we have a subjunctive trigger or have to apply any of the methods described above.Many times, que is just a normal que, and it will be followed by whatever it needs, not necessarily the subjunctive:El nio que vive all
es alto. (The boy who lives there is tall).Tengo que comprar agua. (I need to buy some water).There is a difference between Creo que no and No creo queThey look very similar, and they include the exact words in a different order, but while creo que no needs the indicative, no creo que needs the subjunctive:Creo que no me amas. (I think you dont
love me).No creo que me ames. (I dont think you love me).Aunque can be used in the subjunctive or indicativeAunque (even if/even though) can be followed by both the indicative and the subjunctive depending on the message you want to convey.When using the word aunque, remember that fact = indicative and doubt/condition = subjunctive:Aunque
llueve, iremos al parque. (Even though it is raining, we will go to the park).Aunque llueva, iremos al parque. (Even if it rains, we will go to the park).When in doubt, use the indicativeChances are if youre having difficulties deciding whether you should use the subjunctive, you dont have to.Granted, this is better advice if youre having a conversation
with friends than if youre taking a DELE exam.But still, if you have already decided to toss a coin, choose the indicative. Your friends wont mind and will probably correct you.Its worth remembering that most subjunctive Spanish sentences still make sense without the subjunctive conjugation of the verb.Spanish speakers will understand what youre
trying to say. So dont stress out if you skip over a subjunctive.You shouldnt be afraid to throw a subjunctive conjugation in if it springs to mind! Even if you arent correct, youll probably be understood.If you've made it this far that means you probably enjoy learning Spanish with engaging material and will then love FluentU.Other sites use scripted
content. FluentU uses a natural approach that helps you ease into the Spanish language and culture over time. Youll learn Spanish as its actually spoken by real people.FluentU has a wide variety of videos, as you can see here:FluentU brings native videos within reach with interactive transcripts. You can tap on any word to look it up instantly. Every
definition has examples that have been written to help you understand how the word is used. If you see an interesting word you dont know, you can add it to a vocab list.Review a complete interactive transcript under the Dialogue tab, and find words and phrases listed under Vocab.Learn all the vocabulary in any video with FluentUs robust learning
engine. Swipe left or right to see more examples of the word youre on.The best part is that FluentU keeps track of the vocabulary that youre learning, and gives you extra practice with difficult words. It'll even remind you when its time to review what youve learned. Every learner has a truly personalized experience, even if theyre learning with the
same video.Start using the FluentU website on your computer or tablet or, better yet, download the FluentU app from the iTunes or Google Play store. Click here to take advantage of our current sale! (Expires at the end of this month.) With over 10 years of experience, HSA is where your goals merge with our teachers passion: to improve your
Spanish fluency. Custom-tailored to fit your needs, you choose your program, schedule, favorite teachers, pace of learning, and more..Learn More Babbel provides more of a challenge than most other language learning apps, so it's most suitable if you already speak a language related to the one you want to learn. For example, if you speak German
and want to learn Dutch, Babbel is great, and its online Babbel Live classes are very useful and affordable. That said, Lingoda's classes are even more thorough, earning it our Editors' Choice award for group language learning. We also recommend Fluenz for video instruction alongside interactive exercises and Rosetta Stone for building a base
grammar and vocabulary. Finally, nearly everyone should use the free Duolingo for daily practice.What Languages Can You Learn With Babbel?Babbel offers programs in 13 languages, assuming your language of instruction is English. You can learn Danish, Dutch, French, German, Indonesian, Italian, Norwegian, Polish, Portuguese, Russian, Spanish,
Swedish, and Turkish. There's also a course for learning English with instruction in French, German, Italian, Polish, Portuguese, Spanish, or Swedish.Live classes are available for English, French, German, Italian, and Spanish only.How Much Does Babbel Cost?Before you buy a Babbel membership, you can try a minuscule part for free. It's not much,
though. A seven-day free trial exists, but you have to pretend you're going to pay for the app and then change your mind for the option to appear. Getting the exact price of a subscription is confusing because it differs across the mobile app and website. It further depends on whether you choose one language or all languages. The pricing chart doesn't
always clearly say how many languages you get. Here's what I've been able to suss out:$29.85 for 3 months, one language (website)$53.99 for 3 months, all languages (mobile app)$50.70 for 6 months, one language (website)$80.70 for 6 months, all languages (website) or $80.99 (mobile app)$83.40 per year, one language (website)$107.40 per year,
all languages (website) or $107.99 (mobile app)$599.99 for Lifetime, all languages (regularly marked down to $299.99)same price in-app and on the websiteThe Lifetime membership sounds compelling, but you can get a similar all-languages lifetime subscription to Rosetta Stone for $399 (regularly on sale for about $200), which includes nearly twice
as many languages (23).But wait! There's more. A membership to the online classes, called Babbel Live, includes access to the app. You can pay for group classes or private classes, and you get unlimited classes for the period mentioned at these rates:$99 per month (group), $149 (private)$177 for 3 months (group), $335.25 (private)$294 for 6
months (group), $625.80 (private)$468 for one year (group), $715.20 (private)Those prices are exceptional, especially if you take a minimum of two classes per week. Just keep in mind that the rates are subject to change.Lingoda's pricing also requires several paragraphs to break down, but you can expect to pay anywhere from about $10.50 to $20
per class, depending on how many you buy at once and for which language. The fact that Babbel lets you take as many classes as you want in your membership period is unheard ofif that sounds like something you want to do, jump on the membership now.(Credit: Babbel/PCMag)Getting Started With Babbell've tested Babbel multiple times over more
than a decade, looking at its courses for Dutch, German, Italian, Norwegian, Spanish, and Swedish. In my most recent testing, I poked at Indonesian (a language that I don't know at all) and took a live class in Spanish (I've lived in a Spanish-speaking country, though I'm rusty and not fluent).If you have prior experience with the language you want to
learn, you can take a brief placement test in the app before you get started.You wouldn't know it from trying just one of Babbel's courses, but the material is unique for each language. For example, in the Dutch program, there's an exercise that involves a French woman speaking, and another person responds to her in Dutch, "I don't speak any
French." In The Netherlands and Belgium, that's a phrase you might actually have to use. The Dutch lessons also expose you to the names of cities in The Netherlands and teach you their local pronunciation. In the German program, you get a lesson fairly early on with all kinds of words for drinks: beer, coffee, lemonade, juice, mineral water, tea, and
wine. In the Russian program, the early lessons focus a lot on helping you learn Cyrillic.(Credit: Babbel/PCMag)The fact that each Babbel course is unique is notable. Rosetta Stone is notorious for using the same images and core vocabulary no matter what language you're learning. Do enough Rosetta Stone, and you'll be able to say "the dog eats
rice" in 20 languages, but you'll never learn how to pronounce Groningen (a city in The Netherlands) like a local the way you do with Babbel.How Is Babbel Organized?Babbel has a reasonably clear structure, though it takes a minute to figure it out. Levels contain courses, which contain lessons. Unless you have prior experience with the language
and want to jump ahead, you're meant to do them in order.The amount of content in the courses varies by language. The levels appear to be numbered based on the Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR) for Language. If you come to Babbel from another program that uses the same standardized scale, you know where to start without
taking a placement test. Beyond the CEFR courses, you have additional course material based on other things, such as Business Language, Daily Life, Travel Essentials, and so on. Each level contains multiple courses, and the number varies by language.Interface and InformationIn the years I've been reviewing Babbel, its interface has come a long
way. It doesn't have the same finesse as Rosetta Stone nor the gamification of Duolingo that makes that program compelling, but it's simple, straightforward, and easy to use.Babbel's website and mobile apps (available for Android and iOS) sync up well, giving you nearly identical experiences no matter which device you use to do your language
lessons.Something else Babbel does well is give you information about how it works. For example, it has a help page that explains what space repetition means and why it's important in learning a language. On this same page, you can read about a part of the Babbel program called Review to understand its purpose. Few language programs give you
such deep insight into how language-learning works. Pimsleur is another that does (the whole program is designed around Dr. Pimsleur's theory of language learning), and Duolingo makes research and studies about its efficacy publicly available.Learning With BabbelBabbel teaches reading, writing, listening, and speaking. Most of the exercises have
you practice by filling in missing words from sentences, spelling words and short phrases, translating, and repeating words and phrases aloud.(Credit: Babbel/PCMag)I've never formally studied German, and I can only manage a few words and phrases. I took the placement test and got bumped up only a tiny bit, enough to skip the Newcomer material
that teaches new sounds and letters, which seemed appropriate. Remembering my prior experiences with Babbel, I grabbed a notebook and pen before I got started. In the past, I've failed exercises because I couldn't remember how to spell a long word exactly right. So, I decided to take notes.First, the app introduces a small set of words and phrases,
and you repeat them or choose them based on a prompt. The same words and phrases appear with images, and you have to match the right word to its picture. Next up is spelling. After you see a picture and hear a word, you must then spell it using a bank of letters. In this exercise, you can either type or select the letters by clicking or tapping on
them. That's helpful when it comes to special characters, like letters with diacritical marks. A little later, Babbel asks you to type words, eventually in the context of a sentence. Sometimes, you see English translations, too.I can't get through even the first set of Babbel exercises without a notebook when trying to learn a language that's brand-new to
me. Without my notes, I am forever swapping 'i' and 'e' or otherwise spelling words wrong. You never time out when you give a wrong spelling, nor do you get a hint. You can't even choose to reveal the correct answer. You just try and try and try in an endless loop. I wish it would give constructive feedback.The exercises get dull quickly, but they're
challenging, especially when you get a full sentence and have to type in a missing word. The sentences are not overly simplified and often expose you to a lot of new grammar. If you pick up languages quickly, this type of word exposure is probably beneficial. If you get frustrated easily, this challenge may be too intense.(Credit: Babbel/PCMag)A
Review section encourages you to do space-repetition learning. In other words, it tailors a review session to you based on what you learned and when. I still found it helpful to have my notes by my side for this part, but overall, it's a great feature.I dipped into the Spanish program, too. Similar to the German course, the beginner content has explainers
that actually teach you about the language, as well as truly useful words and phrases. In the more advanced areas, you get longer passages to read, though you still have to write words into blank spaces fairly often. You also get audio segments with multiple speakers who go at a natural pace. When you finish listening, you answer a question about
what you heard. It's great content, especially for people who are ready to figure out words from context rather than learning them all through direct translation.Generating Language in a Live ClassAs far as I got with any of Babbel's self-paced learning, I never had to generate language. Language generation means thinking about what you want to
say and then saying it without too much delay or mental translation. The live, online group classes close this gap. As mentioned, a Babbel Live membership gets you unlimited classes for the period of time you choose and the self-paced app. It's a stellar deal.(Credit: Babbel/PCMag)Group classes are limited to six students, and you must sign up in
advance. Every class has a clear description and skill level. You can also see how many students have signed up so far, which I like. Lingoda does that, too. When it's time for the class, you log in to a Zoom call and participate remotely. Cameras are optional. The class I attended had only one other student and the instructor.The instructor doesn't work
off of a script but does have a PDF that they use to move the class along. The instructor asks each student to answer questions, read a section of the PDF aloud, or otherwise participate. My instructor was dynamic and didn't say much in English, but she was able to help when I dropped in an English word when I didn't know the Spanish
equivalent.Babbel's classes are 55 minutes long. Lingoda's are a full hourand I've been in classes that went on longer with an enthusiastic instructor. The PDFs Babbel uses are fairly short at just a few pages. For Lingoda's classes, the PDFs are so long that I've never been in a class that got to the end of one (even though I've taken dozens of classes).
Additionally, you can download the Lingoda class PDF in advance, which is really useful for reviewing challenging materials in advance. Lingoda also offers more information in advance about the instructor in case you want to look for someone who specifically speaks Mexican Spanish as opposed to, say, Argentine or European Spanish.Although I like
Lingoda's classes a little more, there's no denying that Babbel's are an incredible valueand they're very similar. Taking classes is an invaluable way to progress faster, especially for intermediate and advanced students.Rosetta Stone also offers small group classes, which it calls tutoring. However, these classes offer only 25 minutes of instruction at a
time and are not as helpful as Babbel's or Lingoda's overall.Learn by Listening to PodcastsBabbel has some bonus content in the form of podcasts. There are quite a few for people learning English, French, Italian, and Spanish. I listened to two to get a sense of what they contain.A-Zero to A-Hero is Spanish for beginners. It's a conversation between
two people who both use English to help guide the listener. The hosts discuss a simple conversation they might have in Spanish and talk out loud as they break down what they want to say in Spanish.Palabras Bravas is for intermediate to advanced speakers. It's entirely in Spanish, thus giving you the opportunity to practice extensive listening and
hopefully pick up a few new words in the process. The show I listened to was about language: One person introduced foreign words or phrases, and the other hosts guessed what language it came from and what it meant, all in Spanish.Babbel isn't the only program with podcasts, however. Duolingo has podcasts for intermediate to advanced learners
of Spanish and French. Unlike Babbel's podcasts, which focus on language, Duolingo's podcasts tell real stories (they're short radio documentaries, really), and each episode uses a mix of English and the language you're learning to take you along.Rosetta Stone's bonus content includes videos that help teach you how to use the language in everyday
situations. These videos are very much structured for beginners.Games? Skip 'EmBabbel has some games that are meant to help you practice your language learning in a fun way, but they're all overly simplistic. One shows a train on the screen going along a track that's damaged, and you have to correctly complete a language exercise within a time
frame to repair the track. The games are about as sophisticated as you might have expected them to be in 1980. Verdict: Lessons Tailored to Every LanguageThe minds behind Babbel have clearly spent time crafting a learning program that's unique to each language. Some of the exercises can feel boring or repetitive, but the content is quite
thorough and pushes your understanding. The online Babbel Live classes are a great experience even by themselves and a better value than those from Lingoda, though the latter remains our Editors' Choice because its sessions are a bit more comprehensive. If you're a beginner, meanwhile, we recommend Rosetta Stone and Fluenz, respectively, for
building a base vocabulary and getting video instruction. We also recommend Duolingo, a free app that's unbeatable for daily practice. By the time you've made it past the first stage of learning Spanish, you're probably feeling pretty confident.Although you have a pretty good command of the language, Spanish can still throw you a curve ball every
now and then.The Spanish subjunctive mood is one of those curveballs because it's not something we use in English so much, apart from a few remnants like I wish you were here or God save the Queen.In Spanish the subjunctive mood is still alive and well so you absolutely need the subjunctive mood to speak Spanish like a native. Once you
understand the subjunctive, you'll probably realise there are things you've been saying wrong this whole time.For example, can you tell if this sentence is correct?Es posible que vamos maana. (It's possible that we'll go tomorrow.)By the end of the article, you'll know if this sentence is correct and why (or why not).By the way, if you want to learn
Spanish through stories, not rules, my top recommendation for language learners is my Uncovered courses, which teach you through StoryLearning.Click hereto find out more and try out the method for free.I've gone over when to use the subjunctive in a video here. Or you can scroll down and read everything you need to know below. Before tackling
the question of when to use the subjunctive, you'll need to know how to conjugate it. So let's get started.Conjugating the subjunctive is actually pretty easy.Even verbs that are irregular in the indicative are simple to conjugate into the subjunctive because all you need to know is the yo form.Start by conjugating each verb into the present indicative yo
formFrom there, drop the o to get the subjunctive stemOnce you have the subjunctive stem, just add the appropriate endingAgain, the conjugation is relatively simple because there are only two endings for each subjectone for ar verbs and one for er/ir verbs:ar verbshablarer/ir verbsquereryo-ehable-aquierat-eshables-asquierasl/ella/Ud.-ehable-
aquieranosotros-emoshablemos-amosqueramosvosotros-ishablis-isquerisellos/ellas/Uds.-enhablen-anquieranConjugation table for present Spanish subjunctiveTo make matters even easier, there are only a handful of irregular verbs in the present subjunctive:ser (to be): sea, seas, sea, seamos, seis, seanestar (to be): est, ests, est, estemos, estis, estndar
(to give): d, des, d, demos, deis, denhaber (to have/be): haya, hayas, haya, hayamos, hayis, hayanir (to go): vaya, vayas, vaya, vayamos, vayis, vayansaber (to know): sepa, sepas, sepa, sepamos, sepis, sepanAnd that's it! Once you learn those six irregulars, you'll have everything you need to know to form the subjunctive pretty quickly.What takes some
practice and can be confusing is when to use the subjunctive and why.I use a noun clause formula to know when the subjunctive is needed in Spanish.Here's how it works:Sentences that use the Spanish subjunctive have three distinct criteria:Two subjects and two verbsThe two subjects and verbs are separated by queAn uncertain or emotional
moodThe most basic components you need to make a sentence are a subject (the noun) and a predicate (the verb). In Spanish, those two parts are often combined. Hablo, for example, is both the subject (I) and the verb (speak).With noun phrase subjunctives, you have two subjects and two verbs separated by que.S1/V1 + que + S2/V2When these
conditions are met, the second verb is conjugated in the subjunctive.Ojo!: This only works when the two subjects are different.To say, I hope to enjoy my vacation (both subjects are yo), you would simply say, Espero disfrutar mis vacaciones.Here's an example of the Spanish subjunctive in use:Espero que disfrutes tus vacaciones. (I hope you enjoy your
vacation.)Let's see if we meet all three criteria:Two subjects and two verbs Both espero (I hope) and disfrutes (you enjoy) are a subject and verbThe two subjects and verbs are separated by que Espero que disfrutes tus vacacionesWhat About The Third Point? An uncertain or emotional mood.The subjunctive is also called the subjunctive mood because
it accompanies sentences and phrases that convey a certain feeling.The easiest way to remember when to use the subjunctive is to know the subjunctive is needed when talking about these three things:So does our example sentence count?Yes! Espero que disfrutes tus vacacionesconveys a desire with the verb esperar.Here are some verbs that
usually signal the subjunctive will follow:Esperar (to hope)Preferir (to prefer)Querer (to want)Necesitar (to need)Alegrarse (to be glad)Molestarse (to annoy)Prefieren que hagamos la reservacin ya.(They prefer that we make the reservation now.)The subjunctive is also used when expressing doubt:Dudar (to doubt)No pensar (To not think)No creer (To
not believe)No piensas que sea mejor hablar con Juan?(Don't you think it would be better to talk to Juan?)Ojo!: Verbs like pensar and creer only signal the subjunctive when they are negative (expressing doubt). In their positive forms, use the indicative. The same is true of no dudar (to not doubt).The subjunctive is also used with impersonal
expressions, often that start with it is in English:Es bueno (it is good)Es posible (it is possible)Es necesario (it is necessary)Es bueno que t aprendas espaol.(It is good that you are learning Spanish.)These are not simple statements of fact. Although they are impersonal statements, they're still expressing an opinion or possibility. It's not a
straightforward statement.Often, when you have a point of view or subjective statement, it's a clue you need the subjunctive.Again, que is dividing two parts of the sentencetwo subjects and two verbs.With these impersonal expressions, the first subject and verb are contained in es (it is).Let's go back to our initial example and see if you can figure it
out using the noun clause formula:Es posible que vamos maana. (It is possible that we will go tomorrow)Is this correct?NO!How do I know? I can tell by going through the three criteria for the subjunctive:Two subjects and two verbs Both Es (it is) and vamos (we will go) are a subject and verbThe two subjects and verbs are separated by que Es
posible que vamos maanaAn uncertain or emotional mood This sentence starts with an impersonal expression that conveys uncertaintyThere's an impersonal expression (es posible) that expresses a possibility or uncertainty and two subjects/verbs separated by que. All three sure signs that you need the subjunctive mood!So, you need to say, Es
posible que vayamos maana.Although you've now seen many of the most common uses of the Spanish subjunctive, you've only just scratched the surface.There are exceptions and other situations you will need eventually.But those can wait.Now that you have a basic understanding of the subjunctive, it's time to go out and listen to and read lots of
authentic Spanish. As you do, you'll probably be surprised at how common the subjunctive really is. Check out this video for starters! That is one reason I recommend you use stories to learn the subjunctive. You can find a whole collection of short stories full of the subjunctive that can help you learn the subjunctive naturally and quickly here.It's easy
to get confused with the Spanish subjunctive when you're just getting started.But once you know what you're looking for, you'll start to notice phrases that fit the noun clause formula all throughout your day-to-day conversations.The Spanish subjunctive doesn't have to be difficult. You can do it!If you've enjoyed this post, and want to tidy up your
Spanish Grammar even more, you're going to love Spanish Grammar Hero.Grammar Hero will help you master Spanish grammar the natural way, so you can speak with authenticity & communicate with freedom! The programme is for low intermediate and intermediate learners (A2-B1 on the CEFR).It works by providing you the Controlled
Immersion you need to internalise the core grammar of Spanish, so you can allow your personality to shine by speaking with accuracy, confidence, and natural flair.To create Grammar Hero, I took my combined years of language learning, where I tried everything from total immersion and foreign travel, to self-study and professional tuitionAnd
created a programme that takes the most powerful elements of each, so you can enjoy the benefits of my years of trial and error, from the comfort of your living room.The result is a programme that condenses potentially years of frustrating, traditional study into a fast-track experience that will transform your grammar in the next 90 days. Click here
to find out more. Creator of the StoryLearning Method Olly Richards is a renowned polyglot and language learning expert with over 15 years of experience teaching millions through his innovative StoryLearning method. He is the creator of StoryLearning, one of the world's largest language learning blogs with 500,000+ monthly readers.Olly has
authored 30+ language learning books and courses, including the bestselling "Short Stories" series published by Teach Yourself.When not developing new teaching methods, Richards practices what he preacheshe speaks 8 languages fluently and continues learning new ones through his own methodology. If you saw the word subjunctive in the title
and felt a challenge coming on, youre right - the Spanish subjunctive can be a bit difficult.But dont panic.In this Spanish subjunctive guide, Ill explain for you what subjunctive verbs are and provide lots of examples.Youll find that its quite straightforward. Lets begin. You should use the Spanish subjunctive mood when mentioning a hypothetical
situation or discussing something you hope will occur.You should also use the subjunctive mood to talk about something you doubt will happen and when using a negated command.Here are examples to show how to use the Spanish subjunctive for the situations mentioned above: Ojal pudiera hacer ms ejercicio. I wish I could exercise more. Quiero
que vengas a la fiesta hoy. I hope you come to the party today. No creo que ests muy contento. I don't think you are very happy. No cantes tan alto! Estamos en la biblioteca. Don't sing so loudly! We're in the library. Depending on the sentence youre writing or saying, the Spanish subjunctive mood can take the present or past tense.Here are two
examples of the present subjunctive mood, one example of the imperfect past subjunctive mood, and one example of the pluscuamperfecto (compound) past subjunctive mood: Espero que no tengas un catarro. I hope you don't have a cold. Daremos un premio al panadero que haga el mejor pastel. We will give a prize to the baker who makes the best
cake. Si tuviera ms confianza en m misma, no tendra tanta ansiedad. If I had more confidence in myself, I wouldn't have so much anxiety. Deseara que nunca hubieras dicho eso. I wish you had never said that. Continue reading for more information on these verb types for the subjunctive mood. The present Spanish subjunctive mood is just that - a
mood demonstrated by certain verbs that your speech or writing reflects when you are doubtful or hopeful.In other words, when you are doubtful or hopeful, you should use a new set of Spanish verbs to show this. The table below shows how to conjugate the present subjunctive Spanish verbs.It helps to understand how to conjugate the indicative
present tense verbs first.If you havent studied the Spanish subjunctive in a Spanish course, check the linked article to understand Spanish verb conjugation.If you have already reached the Bl level and want to revise the present subjunctive conjugations, go straight to the following table: Subject
pronounExistirHablarCorrerYoExistaHableCorraTExistasHablesCorrasl/Ella/Usted ExistaHableCorraNosotrosExistamosHablemosCorramosVosotrosExistisHablisCorrisEllos/Ellas/UstedesExistanHablenCorran If you cast your mind back to the conjugations of these three verbs in the indicative tense, you will remember that the suffixes are
different.Thats because, for the conjugations of the subjunctive verbs, the verbs with an IR or ER suffix must contain an -a in their suffixes, and the verbs with an AR suffix must now contain an -e in the suffix.The verbs are inverted in terms of their suffixes! And this rule applies to every regular, present Spanish subjunctive verb. You will have to
remember a few irregular present subjunctive verbs in Spanish.It can be tricky to keep them in mind because you must conjugate the stem and the suffix.Lets look at the verb saber to see an example: Subject pronounSaberYoSepaTSepasl/Ella/UstedSepaNosotrosSepamosVosotrosSepisEllos/Ellas/UstedesSepan As you can see, even though the root or
stem of the infinitive verb saber contains the letter -b, the conjugated present subjunctive verbs contain an -ep.The root is different, and so is the suffix (which contains an -a). You should use the present tense subjunctive mood if a sentence has two parts and each part contains a different subject.Use the present tense subjunctive if the first part of
your sentence contains a present, imperative or future tense verb.Lets now look at a few examples of the present subjunctive in Spanish. Quiero que comas algo sano. I want you to eat something healthy. Dudo que me puedas ayudar. I doubt you can help me. No creo que sea posible que vengas al evento. I don't think it's possible for you to come to
the event. Each first of these sentences uses the present tense because they:Contain a present tense indicative verb in the first partUse a doubtful or hopeful moodFeature two parts with two subjectsHave the relative pronoun queBut what if a sentence does not contain the relative pronoun que? and what if the sentence doesnt contain two subjects?
In these situations, you should use the indicative present tense, like this: I want to eat something healthy. I can't help. I'm not going to the event. The imperfect Spanish subjunctive mood is also a mood that your speech or writing reflects when you express a point of view using the past tense.When doubtful or hopeful, you must use a different set of
Spanish verbs to reflect this in speech or writing. We use the imperfect Spanish subjunctive in the same situations as the present Spanish subjunctive, but the action in the sentence has happened in the past.We can compare the present Spanish subjunctive with the imperfect Spanish subjunctive to see how the sentence differs.Consider the examples
below: A m me gusta que tengas suerte y salud. I like that you have luck and health. A m me gustaba que tuvieras suerte y salud. I liked that you had luck and health. The main difference between these examples is the tense.The first verbs in the first and second halves of these sentences are different.In the first example, the verb gustar is in the
present tense, which requires us to use the present subjunctive verb tengas in the second half of the sentence.In the second example, the verb gustar is in the imperfect past tense, which requires us to use the imperfect Spanish subjunctive verb tuvieras. Theres an easy way to remember how to conjugate the imperfect Spanish subjunctive verbs
(regular ones).Start by calling to mind the third-person preterite version of the regular verb you need to conjugate and then replace the -on with an -a.The easiest way to understand this is with an example, so empecemos! (Lets make a start!)To create the imperfect subjunctive form of the verb hablar begin by thinking back to its preterite (simple past
tense) conjunctions and call to mind the third-person conjugation of this verb.The verb you should have in your mind is hablaron.Next, take the verb hablaron, remove the -on from the suffix, and replace it with the letter -a.What you should end up with is the verb hablara.NOTE - hablara, as the imperfect subjunctive verb, does not feature an accent
mark over the final -a.The lack of the accent mark distinguishes it from the third-person future tense verb hablar (meaning he, she, or it will speak).Lets now look at a verb table to see how to conjugate imperfect Spanish subjunctive verbs in more detail. Subject
pronounExistirHablarCorrerYoExistieraHablaraCorrieraTExistierasHablarasCorrierasl/Ella/UstedExistieraHablaraCorrieraNosotrosExistiramosHablramosCorrieramosVosotrosExistieraisHablaraisCorrieraisEllos/Ellas/UstedesExistieranHablaranCorrieran You may have noticed that the verbs ending in an IR and ER (existir and correr) have different
stems than the AR verb (hablar).This difference is because the third-person preterite verb forms of the IR and ER verbs are different from the AR verbs.Instead of the suffix -aron, in the third-person preterite form the verbs that end in IR and ER have the suffix -ieron. There are a few rules that can guide you when you use the imperfect Spanish
subjunctive.Here are three rules to consider.Use the imperfect subjunctive if a sentence contains the word si, has two parts and describes an unlikely situation; use the imperfect subjunctive after the word si. Si tuviera tiempo suficiente, estudiara ms idiomas. If I had sufficient time, I would study more languages. Si hubiera feliz, yo estara ms feliz. If
he were happy, I would be happier. Use the imperfect subjunctive if a sentence contains the word como si, has two parts and describes a hypothetical situation. Cantas como si fueras un cantante profesional. You sing as if you were a professional singer. Hablamos como si estuviramos discutiendo. We speak as if we were arguing. Now comes the more
challenging part - there are two types of compound Spanish subjunctive verbs you will also study in an upper intermediate Spanish course.These verbs include the preterito perfecto de subjuntivo and the pluscuamperfecto de subjuntivo. We use the preterito perfecto de subjuntivo when the subordinate clauses action has finished and happened before
the action in the main clause (and the mood of the sentence or statement is hopeful, hypothetical or doubtful).In this case, the sentence should have two clauses and two actions; the verb in the main clause can describe a present action, and the preterito perfecto de subjuntivo compound verb should describe a past action that happened near the
present moment.Lets consider two examples to understand when to use the preterito perfecto de subjuntivo. Deseamos que la sorpresa haya sido un xito. We hope that the surprise has been a success. Ojal que el trabajo haya ido bien! I hope that work has gone well! In these examples, the sentences contain two parts.They also reflect a hopeful mood
and contain the relative pronoun que.The subordinate clause happens before the action in the main clause.For instance, the surprise has been a success takes place before the speakers hope it is successful. Since the preterito perfecto de subjuntivo is a compound subjunctive that contains the verb haya and a second verb in its participle form, to
conjugate it, you first need to know how to conjugate the haber in the present tense subjunctive form.Lets look at how to do this. Subject pronounHaber (in present subjunctive)YoHayaTHayasl/Ella/UstedHayaNosotrosHayamosVosotrosHayisEllos/Ellas/UstedesHayan You should use the correctly conjugated form of the verb haber before the second
verb in the compound subjunctive.For instance, if he or she is the subject of the subordinate clause, use haya.If we is the subject of the subordinate clause, use hayamos.As you must use these verbs before a participle verb to form the preterito perfecto de subjuntivo, look at the section below to learn how to form participle verbs. Remembering the
required suffixes to form participle verbs for the preterito perfecto de subjuntivo is key.A participle verb will end in -ado or -ido depending on the ending of the infinitive verb form.If the infinitive verb you want to use has an -ar suffix, you should replace this with -ado to form the past participle verb.If the infinitive verb you want to use has an -er or -ir
suffix, you should replace this with -ido.Check the table below to see how this works with some examples. AR infinitive verb in past participle form (e.g. bailar)IR infinitive verb in past participle form (e.g. existir)ER infinitive verb in past participle form (e.g. beber)BailadoExistidoBebido To form the preterito perfecto de subjuntivo, you must combine
the auxiliary verb haya with the participle verb. Me decepciona que no haya habido el tratamiento hasta ahora. I was disappointed that there has been no treatment until now. Me alegro de que no haya ganado el Deportivo. I'm glad that Deportivo hasn't won. We use the pluscuamperfecto de subjuntivo to express an action that precedes another
action in the past when the sentence has a doubtful, hypothetical or hopeful mood.You will notice that the pluscuamperfecto de subjuntivo features in sentences with two parts, which are separated by the relative pronoun que.Lets look at two examples to see how this works. Me deprim que me hubieras insultado antes. It depressed me that you had
insulted me before. Le dio pena que no lo hubieran invitado a la fiesta antes. It upset him that they had not invited him to the party before. Can you spot the pluscuamperfecto de subjuntivo in these sentences? The main two compound verb examples are hubieras insultado and hubieron invitado. The pluscuamperfecto de subjuntivo is another
compound verb that requires two verbs: the auxiliary verb haber in the imperfect subjunctive form and a second verb in the past participle form.Heres how to conjugate the verb haber in the imperfect subjunctive form Subject pronounHaber (in imperfect
subjunctive)YoHubieraTHubierasl/Ella/UstedHubieraNosotrosHubieramosVosotrosHubieraisEllos/Ellas/UstedesHubieran Always use the correctly conjugated form of the verb haber before the second verb in the compound subjunctive.For instance, if the subject of your sentence is they or ellos, use hubieran.If the subject of your sentence is all of you
or vosotros, use hubierais.Since the second part of the pluscuamperfecto de subjuntivo requires a past participle verb, use the same method described in the preterito perfecto de subjuntivo section for past participles to conjugate it. So, what is the difference between the pluscuamperfecto and the pluscuamperfecto de subjuntivo? Lets compare two
sentences to understand this better. Pens que mi familia haba llegado a tiempo. I thought that my family had arrived on time. Dudaba mucho que mi amigo hubiera llegado a tiempo. I doubted that my friend had arrived on time. The main difference is the mood of the sentences.Even though both sentences contain two clauses and the relative pronoun
que, we use the pluscuamperfecto de subjuntivo for situations where we doubt or hope something has happened (and the thing we hope or doubt has happened before the action of hoping). The Spanish subjunctive can be difficult to understand but remember:You should use it when the mood of the sentence is doubtful, hopeful or hypothetical. With
time and practise, youll grasp the Spanish subjunctive mood.Keep at it! Cite article Grab the link to this articleCopy Link Show Me The Spanish subjunctive mood is crucial for delivering messages as simple as wishing a person a good day or giving advice. In short, this verb mood is fundamental to understanding and communicating effectively. So, in
this subjunctive Spanish guide, youll find key information about this mood. Here is what well cover: The Spanish subjunctive mood refers to subjective and hypothetical situations. In simple words, el subjuntivo allows us to: Express hopes and wishesGive advice or suggestionsDescribe qualities of unknown people or thingsRequest or demand
somethingExpress feelings and emotions about an eventCommunicate doubts and possibilities Unlike the indicative mood that focuses on certainty and reality, the subjunctive in Spanish is highly hypothetical. Check these examples: Ojal tengas un buen viaje.l hope you have a good trip. Les recomend que vieran esta pelcula.l recommended them to



watch this movie. Busco una casa que sea grande y accesible.Im looking for a house that is big and affordable. Seora, es necesario que se quede quieta.Maam, you need to stay still. Me da tristeza que ustedes no se lleven bien.It makes me sad that you dont get along. No creo que David vaya a venir.I dont think David is going to come. Lets go over
some of these sentences. The underlined words are Spanish verbs or phrases in indicative form that express wishes, doubts, feelings, demands, etc. The bolded ones (subjunctive) refer to the action or person towards which we direct this subjectivity. Take sentence #2 as an example. In this statement, we must use the Spanish subjunctive because,
despite my suggestions, we have no way of knowing if my friends are actually going to watch what I said. This logic applies to all applications except when referring to emotions (sentence #5), which expresses how someones action makes you feel. Take Note: WEIRDO is a popular acronym that provides a simplified explanation of the Spanish
subjunctive. However, dont forget that you must also use this mood to describe characteristics of unknown people or places. Me gustara tener un celular que tome buenas fotos.I would like to have a phone that takes good pictures. Bethany quiere un novio que sepa cocinar.Bethany wants a boyfriend that knows how to cook. In Spanish, sentences that
use the subjunctive mood follow a distinctive structure they have a main and a subordinate clause. In simple terms, subjunctive sentences have two verbs and two subjects. This structure conveys that a person wishes, feels a certain way, suggests, doubts, or demands that someone else does or has something. Here is the formula for the Spanish
subjunctive: [Indicative verb] + que + [verb in subjunctive] Yo quera que ustedes me ayudaran.l wanted you guys to help me. Nos alegra que ests bien.We are happy that you are okay. Quin crees que le haya dicho a Mary?Who do you think told Mary? Remember that Spanish subject pronouns can be omitted in a sentence since the conjugation
already conveys who the subject is. Also, notice that the verb in subjunctive mood often matches the tense used in the main clause (verb #1). Simply put, if the first part of the sentence is in present indicative tense, the verb in subjunctive form must also be in present form. The Spanish subjunctive is also formed with impersonal expressions. These
triggers use a similar formula: [Impersonal expression] + que + [verb in subjunctive] Es importante que leas las instrucciones.Its important that you read the instructions. Seora, no es necesario que regrese.Maam, you dont need to come back. Ojal is a conjunction or interjection that triggers the subjunctive in Spanish, and it often omits the word que:
Ojal puedan venir.I hope you can come. Take Note: Reflexive verbs in subjunctive form follow the same conjugation pattern as non-reflexive verbs. However, dont forget to place the appropriate reflexive pronoun before the conjugated verb E.g. Espero que te duermas temprano. So, now that you know when to use the subjunctive in Spanish, lets see
when you should not use this mood. Use the Spanish indicative mood instead of the subjunctive to express certainty or objectivity. In short, to refer to real actions or events that are perceived as factual. Check these sentences: Mara no es muy amable.Maria is not very nice. Espero que hoy Mara sea un poco ms amable.I hope that today Maria is nicer.
Notice that the first example is a description based on facts and reality. We describe how Maria is based on our experience. However, the second example (in the present subjunctive) conveys hope about her behavior; like any hope, theres no certainty that it will happen. As you know, sentences with the subjunctive are formed with two subjects or an
impersonal expression. However, the subjunctive is not used if those hopes, demands, advice, or doubts are directed toward the same subject. In such cases, you must use an infinitive verb. [Verb conjugated] + [infinitive] Espero llegar temprano.l hope I arrive early. Ustedes necesitan descansar ms.You guys need to rest more. Sandra quera viajar con
su familia.Sandra wanted to travel with her family. Take Note: The subjunctive is one of the three Spanish verb moods. Although theyre often confused, the indicative and subjunctive express different meanings. So, you should take the time to understand when to use subjunctive or indicative in Spanish. There are four main subjunctive Spanish tenses
used in the modern-day Spanish language: Simple subjunctive tenses: Present subjunctivelmperfect or past subjunctive Compound subjunctive tenses: Present perfect subjunctivePast perfect subjunctive Lets check the endings that youll use for each tense. Take Note: The subjunctive mood also has future and future perfect tenses. However, these
tenses have fallen out of use and, as a result, you shouldnt worry about learning them. Present subjunctive The Spanish present subjunctive is used to express current wishes, demands, emotions, and doubts and describes unknown people or things in the present. The regular endings to form this tense are: PersonARER / IRYo-e-aT-es-asl / EllaUsted-e-
aNosotros-emos-amosVosotros-is-isEllos / EllasUstedes-en-an Ojal que Juan compre ms galletas.I hope Juan buys more cookies. Ven a verme cuando termines.Come to see me when you finish. Check the rules to conjugate the Spanish present subjunctive since these forms are heavily based in the present indicative. Imperfect subjunctive On top of
expressing past hopes, skepticism, and suggestions, the imperfect subjunctive in Spanish is also used to express politeness. The past subjunctive endings for regular and irregular verbs are: PersonPast subjunctive endingsYo-ra /-seT-ras /-sesl / EllaUsted-ra /-seNosotros-ramos /-semosVosotros-rais /-seisEllos / EllasUstedes ran /-sen Esperaba que
tuvieras tiempo de ayudarme.I was hoping that you had time to help me. Mis amigos queran que fusemos a correr.My friends wanted us to go running. As you can probably tell, the past perfect subjunctive conjugation leverages the past preterite tense forms. Take Note: The past imperfect subjunctive tense has two different endings (conjugation
models) depending on whether youre using Latin American or Castilian Spanish. Check out the guide on this tense to learn more. Compound tenses The compound forms of the Spanish subjunctive are formed with the same elements the auxiliary verb haber and a past participle. Although theyre formed with the same elements, these forms have
different purposes. The Spanish present perfect subjunctive conveys current emotions, wishes, or uncertainty about a past action relevant to the present. For instance: No creo que Luis se haya enojado contigo.I dont think Luis got upset with you. Dudo que los nios hayan limpiado su cuarto.l doubt that the kids have cleaned their room. On the other
hand, the past perfect subjunctive in Spanish allows you to express regrets and hypotheses about things that could have happened: Ojal me hubieras dicho antes.I wish you had told me sooner. Si hubieras ido, te habras divertido.If you had gone, you would have had fun. Key Points: Subjunctive Rules The subjunctive mood is crucial for communicating
clearly and effectively in Spanish. Here are some important rules and main ideas to remember: The Spanish subjunctive conveys the speakers subjectivity.As a result, its used to express uncertainty, hopes, feelings about an action or behavior, requests, and suggestions, and describe the qualities of an unknown person or place.The actions expressed
with the subjunctive are hypothetical because they have not occurred, and we do not know if they will happen.Sentences with the subjunctive use two subjects and two verbs.Subjunctive statements express that someone wishes, suggests, or has a certain emotion or doubts about another persons actions, behaviors, or states.We must use an infinitive
verb when the hopes, needs, or recommendations are directed toward the same subject.The subjunctive mood in Spanish has four main tenses: present, past, present perfect, and past perfect. Subjunctive Spanish Additional Resources For many Spanish learners, the subjunctive mood can be challenging. To master it, you should first know what
Spanish verb moods are and how they work. Understanding the differences between indicative and subjunctive can help you familiarize yourself with the applications of this mood. Also, identifying phrases and verbs that trigger the subjunctive will allow you to quickly know when to use the subjunctive. Finally, I encourage you to check our
conjugation hub page so that you can practice the conjugation endings for the subjunctive forms. Download the Spanish Subjunctive Mood PDF The Spanish subjunctive mood is by far the most difficult mood and set of tenses for most learners to understand and use in their daily conversations. Ive created a PDF for this guide you can download for
free to review whenever you need. It has all the graphics, key points, and rules for how and when to use the subjunctive in Spanish
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